
' 

EXECUTIVE OP..DER 

REAFFI RMING POLICY OF FULL PARTICIPATION IN 
TI1E DEFENSE PROGRAM BY ALL PERSONS, REGARDLESS 
OF RACE, CREED, COLOR, OR NATI ONAL ORIGIN, Ai\TD 
DIRECTING CERTAIN ACTION IN FURTHEEUU~CE OF 
SAID POLICY. 

\ 

~ffiEREAS it is the policy of the United States to encourage 

full partici pation ll1 t he national defense progr am by all 

citizens of the United States, regardless of r ace, creed, color, 

or national or igin, in the firm beli ef that t he democrat ic way 

of life within the Nation can be defended successfully only with 

the help and support of all groups within i t s borders; and 

WHEREAS t her e i s evidence that available and needed workers 

have been barred from employment in industri es engaged in defense 

pr oduction solely because of consider ations of r ace, creed, color, 

or national origin, t o the detriment of wor ker s ' morale and of 

national unity: 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by 

the Constitution and the statutes, and as a pr erequisit e to the 

successful conduct of our national defense production effort, I 

do her eby reaffirm the policy of t he United St ates that there shall 

be no discrimination in the employment of workers in ·defense 
d1\. IJ(h.f~ ~ <J- J---

industries~ecause of r ace, creed, color, or national origin, and 

I do her eby declare that i t is the duty of employer s and of l abor 

organi7oations, i n furtherance of sai d policy and of t his order, no 
. 

provide for the full and equitable participation of all workers 

in defense industries, without discriminat i on because of race, creed, 

col or, or national origin; 

And it is hereby or dered as foll ows : 

1. All departments and agencies of the Government of the 

United St ates concer ned vnth vocational and training programs for 

defense product i on shall take special measures appropr i ate to assure 

t hat such progr~ are administered without discrimination because 

of r ace, creed, color, or national origin; 

• 

• 



I 

\ 
• 

- 2 -

• 

2. -~ contracting agencies of the Government of the United 

States shall include in all defense contracts hereafter negotiated 

by them a provision obligating the contractor not to discrimi nate 

against any worker because of race, creed, color, or nat ional 

• • orJ.gJ.n; 

3. There i s est ablished in the Office of Production l~ge-

mont a Co~ttee on Fair Employment Practice, which shall consist 

of .a chairman and four other members to be appointed by the 

President. TI1e chairman and member s of the ~ommittee shall serve 

as such without compensation but shall be entitled to actual and 

necessary transportation, subsi stence and other expenses incidental 

to performance of their duties. The Committee shall receive and 

investigate complaints of discri.mi nation i n violation of the pro-

visions of this order and shall take appropriat e steps to redress 

grievances which it finds to be valid. The Committee shall also 

recomnend to the several departments and agencies of the Government 

of the United States and to the 'Presi dent all measur es which may be 

deemed by it necessa~ or proper to effectuat e the provisions of 

this order. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

June , 1941. 
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