


































quickly, and I think it would mean a great deal if we all could raise our voices, and to let 
the people at Centerfest know that we are here and to sing this song. Could we do that 
now please? And then we'll come back here and before we ... and we'll have more 
dialogue and I'll shut up and let you all deal with it. But before we do that T want to thank 
the people at the Durham County Library, the press, and the bloggers and all the other 
people, members of the city council who are here, other people who were involved in the 
activities, all of the people who have helped to make this a wonderful wonderful 
gathering. Let's go to the porch! 

ED: Reverend Moore, thank you. It gets to be more and more like this as I get older. I 
can' t remember my ovvn name half the time. But you know it's interesting that Reverend 
Moore was at the Know Book Store and he was talking to Bruce Bridges who many of 
you all know, about things that related to MacDougall Terrace, because Bruce grew up in 
that community, and they were remembering things and he would name somebody and 
Reverend Moore would tick off the names of the children who came out of families there. 
So it's amazing how sometimes we can't remember what happened what we 
had for lunch, but we can remember some things that went on a long time ago. We've got 
Virginia Williams here, who is- if there are any specific questions that you aJJ would 
1 ike to ask of her, we 've got a living history over here with Mr. Bryant, and if you all 
have specific questions or experiences that you had during those times, or if there is 
something that you would like to ask, this is the time to do it. 

ED: Yeah, cause you all gonna kick us out ofhcre in a halfhour ... 

VW: Right, and Len make sure you tell him that. 

ED: I'd like for him to be here, because I have a good friend who's in this audience who 
remembers Reverend Moore baptizing her, so J want him to know that, that all kinds of 
memories come into play . 

.Barbara Lau (BL): There's a question in the back. 

ED: Yes, let's start with the youth back here, yes. 

BL: Maybe you could come up and use a mic so we can put you on the tape and tell us 
who you are, if you don't mind. 

ED: Alright, this looks like a young brother who, yes if this were 1957 he would be right 
in line, marching with other people. 

Steven Smith: My actual ques1ion was, how do you guys feel about having the Royal lee 
Cream Parlor knocked down? 

BL: ·what's your name? 

SS: My name is Steven Smith. 
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BL: Thank you. 

VW: Oh well I don't mind considering the fact that it was bought by a Union Baptists 
church, and they plan to build a school there, and somewhere in the school they are going 
to have some kind of commemoration of the Royal Ice Cream case, so they plan to 
include it somehow or another in the school when the school is built. I don't think it has 
been started yet, but I have no problem with it, because at least now we know what's 
gonna happen. If a developer had bought that land, heaven only knows what was gonna 
happen there. So I 'm glad Union Baptist - is it Union- yeah Union Baptist bought it 
because they will remember the Royal Ice Cream sit-in. It's kind oflike having a say in 
it. 

ED: 1bat's an excellent question because it has been asked by lots of people, particularly 
since the parking lot that has been paved did not pave the area where the actual ice cream 
shop was. Mr. Bryant, you I think in the article that we have a copy ot: mentioned 
something about the fact that you had some unsuccessful attempts to try to get the state 
archives, or some other agency to try to put some marker up? 

RKB: Yes, I have here with me, and I don't need to get into all the details, but I do have 
a letter here that I had written Howard Clement, in 2000. I had been working on having a 
historical marker placed at that building since 1999, and I was asking Howard if he could 
give us some assistance in making the request. I filled out the application, got the 
information from the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources, and filled out an 
application and filed it with them, and of course they turned it down. And- that was in 
2000 -in 2002 I did it again and they turned it down, in 2003 I did it again, and so the 
last time it was done they wrote this letter: "I regret to inform you that the members of 
the North Carolina Highway Historical Marker Advisory Committee at their meeting on 
December the 131

h unanimously voted not to approve a state marker dedicated to the 19 57 
Royal Ice Cream sit-ins in Durham. Rest assured that our staff made the best possible 
case on behalf of your proposal. A researcher spent over a week combing the newspapers 
and the cowt records regarding this event and its impact. The charge of the committee is 
to identify subjects of state-wide historical significance, and erect markers at sites related 
to those subjects as the members deem appropriate. Of the 21 new proposals before the 
Committee, the members approved 4 new signs. In this case they determined that the 
historical impact of the event did not match that of the February 1960 sit-ins in 
Greensboro and elsewhere. In the end, they determined that the event did not rise to the 
requisite level of state-wide historical significance [to them]. The Committee reached a 
similar conclusion in 1997 regarding a lunch counter sit-in protest in Winston-Salem they 
followed the Greensboro Woolworths sit-ins by a few days. We can advise you and other 
interested parties on the possible placement of a private local marker. Anyone is welcome 
to deal with the same foundry and the same state, but a private marker cannot bear the 
state seal, it has to be erected outside of the state highway right of way~ and should differ 
from the state sign in color. A typical free-standing cast aluminum marker ordered from 
the state's supplier will cost about $1600. Another option would be a modest and less 
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expensive bronze plaque. Let us know if you wish to learn more. "And this was signed by 
Michael Hill, Research Supervisor. 

ED: What' s the date on that, Mr. Bryant? 

RKB: That's January the 2nd 2003. 

ED: Well, I don't know about the rest of you all, but I think that we ought to pursue that 
again, and that we ought to use this program as the impetus for that kind of activity, and 
to have the weight of, not just Mr. Bryant, and the wonderful historical push that he' s 
done, but to use that too as the kind of inspiration that would allow for a marker from the 
state, because you're right, we could pay for a marker ourselves, we could just come up 
with something, but it wouldn't have the state ofNorth Carolina's seal on it, and I think 
this activity, as you have heard today - 1 mean I don't know, maybe we need to take 
Virginia Williams over there, and let her talk- maybe we need to have Douglas Moore to 
be there. I don't know about you all, but if something like this were to go forward, is it 
possible that some of the rest of you might want to be a party to that? 

? 

ED: Well, I don't know that they, it always, it may be that thafs private property now, so 
I don't know how that would fit into the plans of the union Baptists. I've seen many signs 
up that are not necessarily right in front of the place - they say 'three blocks south east' 
or something like that, so I don't know that it has to be, but I just think that it's important 
to have some symbolism of that activity and not that it would take away one single iota of 
the significance of Greensboro February 1 1960. But I think this needs to be done here. 
We will see what may happen. Reverend Moore? Andre Vann? And then we're gonna 
come to John's question over here. 

RDM: I went up to Boone somewhere to a place where the Indians were and they had a 
thing called ~Trail of Tears' is that it? 

ED: That's right. 

RDM: And I talked with a great friend here, Mr. Davis, that what we ought to do is have 
a 'Trail of Freedom'. And you start here, and you hit every one of those schools where 
we went, including Duke University and UNC, because those students took the real 
l1eating. So we would have a Trail of freedom, so people they'd go to different places 
and say "Oh this is one of the 'Trails of Freedom'"- give them something new to think 
about. And then let's do the political game, abou~ how they're appointed, who appoints 
them, and what happens. 

ED: Andre, do you want to come to the mic so your comments will be on the tape that 
we ... 
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Andre: My only point was that Durham does in fact have a representative on Lhe North 
Carolina Historical Conunission. One of my former professors and now colleague, Dr 
Freddie Parkers, who is a professor of History at North Carolina Central University. I 
strongly urge you to write him, call him, talk to him, and believe me he is certainly one 
who I would call an advocate, although, he would tell you also, as he looks around that 
table, looking at a hllllch of persons with hair a little bit greyer than his, sometimes it 
takes him a while to remind them of these great significant moments, but I urge you to 
advocate, advocate, agitate, then do what you need to do. Dr Freddie Lee Parker. 

ED: And of course being older does not mean that Mr. Bryant held General Anns1rong's 
horse. 

RKB: He died in 1898. 

ED: Miss Williams, can you describe the protest that took place in front of the ice cream 
shop during the appeals? How often did they take place, who was there, what was the 
goal - give us a sense of what was going on. 

VW: During the appeals, it was not that many students, that that much participated, but it 
was constantly somebody there, which let Mr. Collata to make statement that "Those 
little few picketers can't hurt me". That is why he got the impression that he was on safe 
groWld and nothing was ever gonna happen. And it was after the Greensboro thing that 
all of the students came together and almost surrounded the store, because then we were 
picketing, we weren't goin in, the white folk weren't gonna come in and stand up and get 
their stuff and leave - they weren't going in either, so he had no customers. But during 
the appeal there were just a few every once in a while out there. 

ED: Now the seats were taken out at some point, right, so that no one could sit. 

VW: Yeah, everybody was gonna have to come in and get yours and leave. They were 
being treated just like we were being treated. 

Charmaine McKissick-Melton: I was just gonna add something to that comment ... 

ED: You were one of them. 

CMM: Well, I was a very little one at the time. Good evening my name is Channaine 
McKissick-Mitton, I'm the youngest of Floyd McKissick's children. I was just gonna say 
that my brother & I on the way home from church almost every Sunday we'd go in the 
white side, because we figured they'd be less hostile to yolUlg people, and we actually got 
served on a number of occasions. We also were refused on a number of occasions. But 
actually one of my first memories of being called then-word was when I was 3, picketing 
outside of Royal when we were waiting for the appeal to be heard. 

ED: And your father was one ofthe lawyers who was dealing with it. Yes - Henry 
Teller? Come on sir. 
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John Schwade: Hi my name is John Schwade, I write a column occasionally for the 
Durham news section of the News & Observer. As far as a historical marker is by the 
way, Durham still has a plaque dedicated to the millions of people who smoked 
Chesterfields, and so I think we can make room for something else! Its downtown. When 
my family comes down from New Jersey we always drive by that & 1 say there it is. But 
here's my serious question, and the context I want to put it in, is that these days 
somebody who spends an hour in jail wrongly thinks they're entitled to $10 million, and 
when I talk to my father in law, who is 75 years old and African-American, one of the 
things that I always marvel at is his total absence of bitterness or prejudice. You know, 
he's got me for a son in law. And I could say the same thing about the panelists here 
today, and hundreds of other people I've met in my 23 years in North Carolina. So my 
question is, to what do you attribute that? For a lot of other people, the smallest grievance 
turns into a lifetime of anger and bitterness- I know that because I'm a psychologist­
and I would really be interested in hearing what you have to say about why you're not 
bitter. 

VW: Well, I for one think bittemess wouldn't hurt nobody but me. I can be bitter, I can 
be mad at you, you don't know it and you don't care so it's not hurting you it's just 
killing me. So I'm not gonna waste my time and kill myself being bitter about something 
- I'll just continue to try to change it. Ritella? 

John Schelp (JS): While she's coming may I just make a comment on some of what he 
has said. I got from the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources a directory of 
all the signs they have in the state of North Carolina, and there are gillions of them that 
have no significance, and they also said to me that they only place them on highways, on 
a street that is a highway~ and I told them that Roxboro is on 15 501. But that still didn't 
change their minds. 

Jim Wise: Do you trunk that would make a good topic for one of my columns? 

:Yes! 

Ritella Jones (RJ): Reverend Moore, you baptized me when I was in 2nd grade. So every 
time you come to Dmham 1 try to follow you. The last time you were here and you spoke 
at Asbury I came over, and one of the things that I can say about Reverend Moore is that 
we were excited to go to church because he challenged us to take risks. Things were 
different- it was not where you would go and just sit and listen to this preacher, and then 
they'd start you know how they do that whooping and everything and people are jumping 
around. He had us engaged and we had fun. We laughed- we really enjoyed church. And 
our church, Asbury at the time did not have a pool, so we walked to Fayetteville Street to 
White Rock and used their pool one afternoon about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

RDM: Were you one of the babies I baptized? 

RJ: Yeah, I was one of those babies. 
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VW: And she's still living to tell about it! He didn't drown her! 

RDM: I'm glad you came because I'd often wonder: "What happened to that young lady 
I baptized?". Because I remember said, Miles Fisher? said "Well I'm telling you 
something, these children are gonna have much more religion right now than they're 
gonna have the rest of their lives"- that's all I remember. So you arc the missing child 
I've been wondering: "Who was that?". 

RJ: I'm that missing child. 

ED: And for the record ... 

RJ: Ritella Jones. 

RDM: Lord, have mercy. Bless you. 

RJ: But you really instilled a love for learning, doing things, being adventurous in me 
and I still remember that and I just wanted to thank you. 

RDM: Well you know I have a small church up in the mountains; the Methodist church 
gave me the church they gave nobody else. And I got this church because one guy had 
ran off with somebody's wife and another guy had stole money. So the bishop said: "I 
want an old elder like you". I said "Oh really?" But I've done the same thing with the 
young people up there that I did with the young people at McDougald"Terrace. And 
they're coming on nicely. I went to a basketball game of one of the guys who was getting 
ready to go to the University of Pennsylvania, and when I came to that game he said: 
"Daddy, the pastor's here! The pastor's here!" So I try to be with the young people of the 
church, and try to make it relevant to them. 

RJ: He walked around in the conununity- I lived right across the street - 33C Lawson, 
so he would be in the community all the time. We remember that. 

RDM: I need to talk to you, because I've been wondering who you were. I remember the 
baptizing ... 

ED: Dr Brown, uh, Reverend Moore, a lot of people probably are wondering, and you are 
very youthful, just like Mr. Bryant is very youthful, can you tell us if you don't mind 
which decade you're in? 

ED: I'm talking about you Dr Moore, Reverend Moore. 

RDM: What was the question? 

ED: How old are you? 

Royal lee Cream Program- pg. 23 



RDl\f: Oh! Well the ladies at the church ask me thi s all the time. I think I 'm 70 ... oh no 
I'll be 80 next year I believe. July 3rd 1928. Y'all count- my math doesn't go that high. I 
was born July 3rd 1928. So somebody tell me how old I will be next year. 

BL: You're 79 now. 

RDM: So I'll be 80. So we're gonna raise hell. I mean we're gonna have a good time if 
the Lord lets me see 80 years. Yeah, we're gonna celebrate. 

Walter Matthew Brown (WMB): I want to preface my remarks by asking what year did 
you come to Durham? To be pastor at Asbury Methodist Church? It was in the 50s, I 
know. 

RDM: It was about 51 or 52. 

WMB: Reverend Moore, without question, has a permanent place in history and the 
hearts of the people of Durham for his activism. What I almost never hear, and I want to 
underscore the comments of the lady who was baptized by Reverend Moore, what I 
almost never hear is that he was an excellent preacher. And I'd for that to be part of the 
record. Now let me tell you very quickly how I know. It was in the early 50s~ my wife 
and I had become disenchanted with the organized church. Doug Moore, my wife and I 
were students at North Carolina College for Negroes, so we knew him. I think I was a 
year al1ead of him at what is North Carolina Central. He had just a handful of people to 
call a membership. He was recruiting subtly; again my wife and my daughter were not in 
the church. Doug visited us, and didn'l say anything about coming to church, but that was 
just Doug Moore, we just had fun. But he said: "I ' d like for you to come and just sing 
with us- you don't have to join, just sing with us in the choir. Miss Gillem has agreed to 
be our organist to play- she's not a member." Ruth Gillem- the late Ruth Gillem- had 
taught us music at North Carolina Central. North Carolina College. And so, I went, my 
wife and I joined as members to sing - we were not members, we were singing with the 
choir. And I know why Miss Gillem did not recruit Doug Moore to sing. I heard him up 
there trying to sing and I remembered that he was not jn the choir. I am the only 
surviving male member of that choir. The late Norman Johnson, the late Dr Ross Towns, 
the late Dr Grandy. All gone, so you can see why this is a nostalgic moment for me. We 
had sung with the choir for some time, and then one morning my wife and 1 walked dO\vn 
to the altar, and that's when we became Methodists. Today I am a member of the United 
Methodist Church and it's because of him. 

RDM: God bless Trinity! 

WMB: I have talked too long, but Doug I have a surprise I want to spring this on you. 

RDM: Oh Lord. 

~IB: In 1995, I attended the birthday party at Michigan State of one Milton Muelder. 
M-U-E-L-D-E-R. He was then 95. That was his 95th birthday, and the surprise was that 
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his brother was there, and his brother was a year older. I talked with him at some length, 
his brother. He asked if I'd known a number of persons in Durham. He told me that he 
was on the Doctoral Committee for Martin Luther King. Tiris was Walter Muelter. 
Internationally prominent theologian. He was Doctoral Advisor for Lincoln. And he was 
an advisor to one Douglas E Moore. You didn't know that. 

RDM: No, I didn't know that. 

WMB: And when you said a few minutes ago that Martin Luther King regarded you as a 
radical, he said: "Those were the words that Walter Muelter told me". But I'm flooded 
with fond memories, and I just wanted to make, I've talked too long, but I wanted to 
make these ... 

ED: Before you stop would you give us your name and tell us the distinction that you had 
as a graduate, a terminal graduate of North Carolina Central. 

WMB: I'm Walter Matthew Brown. Matthew was my father. I graduated from North 
Carolina College- I entered North Carolina College for Negroes under the founder Dr 
James E Shepherd. I graduated in 1948, the year that my wife, my then girlfriend 
graduated also and re-married 2 years later. And I took a Master's degree in New York 
University, but entered the Doctoral program at North Carolina College at Durham. By 
that time it had changed from College for Negroes to College at Durham. And in 1955, I 
was honored with the conferment of the first PHD awarded by North Carolina College at 
Dmham. That was one of the highlights of my life. 

ED: One of many. Now we have to go because you can't hear the announcements that 
are being said around here, but I don't want to leave without a young person like you io 
come to the microphone and say something. 

VW: Yeah, you've got a young one back there at the back that needs to come. 

ED: Well both of you come. Both. But make the questions quick, and we'll deal with it. 
And we'll get in trouble with Len, but we'll ... Alright, you first, and then this lady, and 
that will be the last one. 

Tullana Smith sp? (TS); My name is Tullana Smith, and what advice do you have about 
racism from today? · 

VW: It's alive and wdl today. Racism is still alive and well and we've come a long way 
and we've stj]] got a battle to fight. I think the Jenna Louisiana is one of the main topics if 
you followed that. And it's just different states that you have to watch and read and it's 
still going on. TI1ere is a lot of prejudice going on, and l want to remind you of what Etta 
said- not all white folk feel the same way. Actually not all black folk feel the same way 
because you~ve got people who had that not been true, we would never been able to do 
the demonstrations that we did because we had then happenings. There was a time when 1 
was on the picket Jjne and I was the only black person on the picket line, the rest of them 

Royal lee Cream Program- pg. 25 



were white students from somewhere else. So not all of them feel that way, but we've got 
some that we've got to deal with. 

TS: Thank you. 

RDM: You're welcome. The future belongs to you. 

ED: Thank you for having the courage to come up here. 

RDM: Amen. 

ED: My sister you have the last word. 

Yasmine Fosard(sp?): Well actually that young lady addressed the problem that we 
have for the future. My name is Y asrnine F osard, and I just want to say that it's a really 
good thing that we came to commemorate the sit-in, and all of the good work that you've 
done. I think it can be a little bit confusing today for people such as this young that just 
spoke about our future and is the Civil Rights movement over? That's the one thing. Is it 
over, and is there another movement that we should be corning together to address? And 
some of the things that we might do? Because we can't march, T mean we can go out and 
picket and things such as sit-ins are not things that we do today, but if you have any 
advice to give us on some of the things that we can do today and some of the issues that 
we should be addressing today, other than global warming, that would really help a lot. 
Thank you. 

RKB: Well I think different people are called to do different kinds of witnesses. You 
may be a person who decides to make sure that this story is told, and do the research, and 
a lot of my petfonnance is dependent upon the excellent research other people have done. 
I say that each person has to bear witness where he is, and then you measure not by what 
I've done or somebody else has done - you measure by what you can do, because you 
may be in a situation that's entirely different from what we faced, and you have to figure 
out a way that you can witness. Be a wi1ness, ? said - be a witness - however it is, be a 
witness. If it's just a smile, be a witness. If it's just a know, be a witness. 

ED: Final word, Virginia, and then final word Mr. Bryant. 

VW: I'd just like to take this opportmrity to thank each of you for coming, because 
everybody in here could have been somewhere else. But you decided to come and help us 
commemorate the Royal Ice Cream Parlor, and I am grateful, and Reverend Moore is 
grateful~ and on behalf of the entire Royal Ice Cream 7, those who, the two of us who are 
here, and those who cannot be here, and those who are deceased. We're thankful. That's 
all I have to say, but I know everybody's time is important, but I see the mayor is hiding 
under his cap, and he might want to at least just stand and ... 

ED: Mayor Bell, would you at least stand, with your cap on ... 
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Mayor Bell: I was here earlier and I came back, it was important that I came back. I 
appreciate what you've done. 

ED: We want to thank Mayor Bell, Councilor Clement, Councilor Stiff tor the 
proclamation that came, Mr. Bryant, our local historian, you have the last word. 

RKB: Well time nor patience will allow us all that you need to know about what the 
situation is today. But let me invite you to the reunion of the civil rights workers of the 
city and county ofDurham, on Martin Luther King's birthday, at St Joseph Church; it 
starts about 10 o'clock in the morning, and we have the workers there to tell you what we 
have done, and tell you also about what we need to do. So you are automatica11y invited 
to attend, on Martin Luther King's birthday, around 10 o'clock in the morning, you'll 
hear more about it, thank you. 

ED: Thank you Mr. Bryant, thank all of you all. Thank the Center for Documentary 
Studies, thank the Durham County Library, and let me ask that you take yolU' 
conversations out into the parking lot, at least into the area, so that the Durham folks 
can ... 
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