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Well, we were discussing the question - :rou were telking about 
the shift from voter registration to protest poUtice . Yeah, 
well,(m7 contention is that actuall:r the whole desire and the 
whole motivation around the voter reg1stration project was reall7 
a dr1 ve toward protest po11 ti c s because a lot of people in SNCC 
were telking about the saving importance of the Black Belt coun­
ties in particular, ac that there was a general orientation that 
:rou had to try to get into these areas and to build some kind of 
po11 tical baa e . But that voter reg1atration was a technique 
that should be uoed as an orgenlzing device . And I think that 
in MUsissippi in particular, that you can't just sea the freedom 
vote as the flrot mantrestetion of - what :rou would call, say 
voter rag1atration toward protest po11 tics , but that it has to 
be considered in oertein evolutionary steges~ because even going 
back to 1961 - well, first, I mean, people s~rted registering 
voters in McComb in August of 1961, and that got interrupted with 
the arrests and the jalls - and the jallings . But that when 
people went into Jackson, it mainly was the people who were work­
ing in direct aotion - Lafa:rette, and Diane Nash, and McKinne:r, 
and ( ~ ) , ~.-in Brooks and Paul Brooks. There was the 
feeling that :rou had to begin mobilizing people and they ran up 
against this whole comerstone of fear, which ia very rampant in 
Mississippi . And people sterted working on what I call - what 
was called the poll tax campaign for 1962. I think Mississippi 
allowed two months for the pa7JRent of these poll taxes in oertein 
election :rears . And 1962 was a congressional election :rear. And 
people did search out L. T. Smith and Rev. tr.r~~ ), and those 
people were reall;r D1aneand ( (JeucJl. ) and Brooks and the other 
people that were there - because I remember them sa;ring that these 
two candi~ee who had agreed to run for Congress - and they felt 
that running black candidates would be an important step toward 
motivating the people to reg1ster to vote . So that people we~ed 
during the spring in Uai ted fashions on those oampaigns . Now, 
M0ses entered the picture because he had - came up from McComb 
to Jackson and wanted to work in those campaigns and worked as 
submerged campaign dit-eotot- for R.L.T. Smith. And that that was 
done, :rou know, with the full awarenesa of the whole SNCC execu­
tive OOlDlllittee and steff at that time, becauoe all of us felt that 
that was a very important thing, in tams of building some form 
or ot-ganization and working on the question of motivation. I 
think that the - and following that campaign, after that OUllller, 
after the primary in June, '62, people went around and got peti­
tions sa;ring if I were - if :rou could have voted in this election 
would you have voted for Jamie Whitten or Rev. TrelDlllell . Imean, 
which was reall:r in a sense something of a freedom vote, but it 
wasn't called that, I mean - cause I,.. a l'•U-UoAe.l>', I recall 
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YVr <UreGtl;r, and that that petltlon waa Ulled aTen when people 
opened up Sunflower County, or at lead went into Sunflower 
County, not opened lt up. And it was presented on the opanlng 
daT or Congress, or '6:3, but it didn't gat &DTifhare at that 
particular tlma, ll&)'be we didn't haTe a lot ot &ignaturea, and 
the kind of aupport wun't there . But there are oartain natural 
th1nga that haTe to be Oon&idered, glTen the faot that people 
worked in those oampaigna in °61. And that waa that - the die 
was sort or oaat tor people working in alaotions. I aaan that 
that was tll:8 Congreulonal election at that tiae, and the next 
alaot1on that oaae uP was the GoTernor' a raoe, in the tall ot 
'6). Wall, b;r that tiaa, when there had been a greater buildup 
or toroes, ln Kiasisaippi, whioh &Ten aade the oonteaplation of 
auoh an aoUon aa that as po .. ibla, but the (I don't mow, I 0Ta 
forgotten how we started talking about this) - but it's true 
that the 11aited nuaber or people registered had an erraot upon 
the deolaion to run people in the GoTernor's """'paign, but the 
point that I'a trying to atre88 ia that there was a natural se­
quenoe, there was a natural Una, that it wasn't just the raot 
that we'd registered ao llaitad people that ;rou daoidad to run 
Gandidates in the goTamor'• raea. I aean, ao I ••• it, i t•a 
another aanitaatation ot trying to toeua publio opinion on tha 
situation in Kissillippi. And also tr;rlng to build aotiT&tion 
aoroaa the atato, trying to gat people sort or inTolvad in the 
politloal prooeso. 

Jlh Then the onl;r sanae in whloh the treadoa Yote oonld be a 
new idea was in the exaot taotloal tora it took. 

JP1 Yeah, the whole question or going around the otate, aa;r 
w1 th a treadolll ballot, I aaan - it had to take that taotioal 
tom beoauae - I llla&no ;you just didn't have people that ware 
regUtered to - aoro81 the state, to lll&ke an;r llind or aignirt­
oant dint on - in an;r go1'emor'• raoe . And the idea that 
treadoa 1'ota was to show to the oountr;r - ;rou know, just as it 
was attaaptad in the Whitten oaapaign, ;you know, that it llegroea 
oould Tote that thaT would ha1'e 1'oted tor thla person rather 
than the raoiat eandidate. And also, I aean, that tho thing 
that wu ahown on the R.L. T. Smith oupaign, that ;you oonld get 
to a lot of people. I aaan beoauae ;rou oonldn't den;r the poll• 
tioal eandidatea aooe88 to 'l'V tlae, eTen though it had to be 
paid tor in BOlla lnotanoes, but, in the R.L.T. Slllith """'paign, 
I think there was s011e tree 'l'V tlae that was eTen obtoinad. 
I aaan, but all that baa to be looked at ln the baokground ot 
an isolated Kiaaisaippi, where ;rou didn't eTen - where ;rou 
oouldn't e•en dlatrlbute leat'leta baok in the tall or 'i>l in 
Jaokaon, I aean, there was a little paper put out called the 
Voioe, and it ;you were passing it out on the streets ln Jaokson 
;rou would be arrested, 70u see, and ao that there was ver;r 
little wa;r ot oommunloating with people. And one of the things 
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that deYeloped tn the R,L,T, Smlth campaign was getting TV time 
and speaking to people about tsauea. And or courae the cam­
paign for goyernor onl:r acomtuated that, :rou aee, ao that it 
aee11s to me that the ZI8Jie •Freedom Vote• waa a new ZI8Jie, but I 
just don't aee it as 8ll1 different, beoauae • I aaan, eYen 
acroaa the South, not just in lUasissippi - I mean, all of us 
were talking about the fact that Negroes were a majorlt:r in a 
lot or the counttea and it has to be remembered alao, at that 
time, that :rou didnlt han the reapportionment oaaea of the Sut" 
reme Court, :rou didn't haYa the decision or •one man, one Yote 
and the redistricting b:r theae state legl.alaturea that tn Georgia 
for instance, the count1ea - and I stlll think thls 1s true in 
1B8J:11 instances - reall:r held the basis or power in theae areas, 
I mean that Whole machinerr, deaigned so that the c~.ttes, and 
especlall:r the Black Belt counties, had an inordinate amount of 
power in the atate legtalature. So b:r people working in specl:!'ic 
counties, there was obYious recognition that this was a slow 
long-range process but that 1t was a natural area for :rou to 
work in, Then :rould go and work in the congreaaional d1Btr1cts 
too, As we indicated that the - that at that time a lot of ener-
1!3 was put into - that a lot or people were YerT concerned about 
how :rou break the isolation or Miaoiasippi, and I mean, just in 
this countr:r in general, the terrors of Miaoiaaippl, :rou know, 
were not reall:r known, Yiolence was occurring, and e:rcept for 
specific aituatio~:rou get some national attention through the 
preos, :rou know, Miaaiaaippi itaalf had to become a real national 
concern, And so one of the things that - some or the pooitiYe 
things in termo of the freedom Yote was thU Whole question of 
e:rternal•lnternal pressure. I mean people in motion in Missis­
sippi, and then, of courae, aome pressure from the outside IIIlich 
came about, :rou know, from the Yale and Stanford atudenta coming 
into the state, prtmartl:r because of the fact that the:r were 
whl te and the:r represented a certain power establishment, I 
mean that there were linea of relationships v1a-a-v1a their 
parents, and their congreaaional diatr1cta, :rou know, a Congress­
man from C&llfornia gets e:rci ted !Ill en some parent• called him 
from hia conatituenc:r, :rou aee, about somebod1 being in Missis­
sippi, 

JM 1 Then the freedom Yote would reall:r becoae the firat time 
that proteat politics in this form is (CJYertl;r?) seen b:r the 
nation. 

JPt Yeah, well, that I 
accentuate it, I mean, 
( 
population, 

J Mt 

think 1a true, wen, I mean, :rou gotta 
I don't want to sa:r b:r the nation, 

) I mean b:r a greater segment or the 
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JF 1 I mean, I think that the consequences of the freedom vote 
were important even 1neide the state because What happened was 
that a tremendous amount of resources were poured into the free­
dom vote, and - there'd al-ys been a shortage or care, and ln 
the last two or three days before the freedom vote I think we 
rented about twenty cars. And people saw that it was possible 
1f you had the transportation, I mean, •• • to mobilize large 
segments, you see, and people began to think in terms of state­
Wide operations1 after the freedom vote, because they had gone 
into aree~ tha' d obtained names, they 0dmade contacts, and that 
was very important in terms of the summer of '64. Now it was 
arcund that time, or course, that a lot of frustration was set­
ting in, around the slow ,._. of registration, but also around 
the violence and intimidati-on, and k1111ngs, and you know, the 
agony of trying to organize in these areas, and •eqltc·p connem 
for the rest of the country. Now there ..,.. a lot of talk, I 
mean there wan lot of talk about building a confrontation be­
tween the state government and the federal government, I !lle&n, 
during the rreed.om vote or right after the freedom vote. And 
there were some of us that, I mean, I was in this category, who 
felt that 1t was a mistake to think that, say in the summer of 
164, that the Democratic government, when it would be embroiled 
in the race for president, was going to really try to mount some 
sort or confrontation with troops and things like that, and that 
out or the disoussions around the summer proje<>t - or rather that 
from that project we ought to establish some long-range basis 
that people should be used in organizing ( 
that would be lasting beyond the summer { ) • Because 
just to bring, you see, I mean what happened ..,.s that the free& 
dom vote did focus a lot of att~mt1on on Misstssipp1 beGauae you 
had the Yale and the Stanford students down, and it pointed out 
al&o that 1 t was very important to get people from a lot of 
congressional districts around the country involved in Mississippi 
- that there would be a lot of anxiety and eon<>em on the pert of 
the country and speGif1o individuals because people were <>om1ng 
from oongreesional districts - but that - and that maybe if a lot 
of these people got in you had this kind of confrontation, but 
that concept """ soon abandoned . I mentioned that because there 
was a lot of discussion around the time of the freedom vote abQut 
trying to build some sort or confrontation between the state and 
federal government. 

JM • But then, this ides was taken up again with the - the idea 
of the ohallenf"• and - to the regular Democratic Party of Mts­
s1osipp11 wasn t 1 t? 

JF 1 Well, not in terms of necessarily - of that confrontation 
in terms of the summer project, but it was in terms of - there's 
no question about it, that the formation or the Freedom Demo-
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Grat1c Party, and the challenge at Atlantic City - there was a 
confrontation, as well as there was a confrontation in the con­
gressional challenge, But the objeot1vea WOUld be different, 
I aean, there was talk around the freedom vote about a confron­
tation between the state and federal government - ;you know, 
sending in troops, thla , that, and the other, you know, a lot 
or that waa wrt ttan about , But you see, even, you know, I Dtean 
- given the faet that - wellj I wae saying, baok to this whole 
queatton or ( 1 I mean, you know, it waa antioi-
pated that - you (build a) little baota in thele oongresstonal 
diatricta, and that you get your foroea otronger, and that you 
could also Dtove into ~ackaon, and that that's important, because 
what happened was that in '61 people round that it was just 1m­
poesible to even organize and to work in Jackson, because of the 
repressive police foroe, you know, and with the TreDtell campaign 
and - wh1Gh wao later than ( ) campaign, Tramell died -
you know, people got out of Jackson and were organizing in these 
districte and building ( ) basta so that you d1dn1 t 1 say 
at the tirae of the freedotO. vote, you didn't spread out frora Jack­
son, but whet you had then was a converging back into Jackson, 
.. , Iou know thiS is all haphazard and ( ) - I don't know 
what 1t means . • • 

When I was in Jackson, see, and all the starr was right there 
in Jackaon, and people were talking about the difficulty or or­
ganizing, and I knew I had a lot or opposition against, say, the 
direct action starr concentrati ng in Jackson, because it was in 
Jackson, see, that the White Citizen's Council had the strongest 
hold, and the polioe had the dogs, and so forth, and it wao the 
state oap1 tal, which meant that the oppoai tion, you know, waa 
the strongest right there in the state capital, Logically you 
could assume that the kind of control that was had over Jackson 
did not exist in a lot of thele outlying areas , That you could 
find it eaater to organize in these rural areas than it was,,, 
in Jackson, aee, now, - that was the discussion, I don't know if 
the dtoouaaton itaelf helped people to move out. What I'm saying 
is that a lot of this i s not oalll1llated, but it seeu to me what 
you have to do ( ) is to look back on it and put it 
in aome sort of framework and to interpret it, But people knew, 
you know, that at IO!le paint you had to go back into Jackson, 
you know, and or oour1e after that freedom vote there was, you 
know, well, during the freedom vote rather, ( ) 
was the whole emphasis on building the Jackson office, because 
at that time the concept or COFO was getting stronger and strong­
er, 
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JM: Then, the idee of BNCC reallr was to bu1ld a confrontation 
but the form 1 t would take was sort of ••• 

JF: Well, 1t wasn't reallr spelled out, I mean, rou know, 
( - ) this p:rogrem oalled operation 
MOll - Move on Mississippi . Whieh ""s not drawn up untll arter 
the MaComb thing, and, the whole idea was to get ten to fifteen 
cities 1n 111ss1Ssipp1 that would move on •ome form of d1reot ac­
tion, But you know, people didn't spread out at first, and they 
were conoentH'.ted 1n ,Taokson, and 1t was ver,., verr dU'fioult to 
ol'ganize pe<>ple , The idea reall7 """ just to bu1ld groups of 
p<>ople and independent ol'genl.zations all over the state and no 
one could predict the timetable, but it was just assu=ed that 
these forces would bp~n to coalesce, and to make so"" uniform 
protest , And we came "' year or two earlier than what I had an-
ticipated - ( ) 1 olj '64, but - you see, I think you have to 
look at 1t 1n terms of jguerrilla warfare, and that to me is the 
best analogy , You devdop aclUtle base, and then you develop 
another little base, ariother 11 ttle base here and some more people 
there, and - that oopoept made the freedom vote possible, because 
there were already initial oontaots in a lot of these areas, and 
that you then move in, you know, into the stronghold, wh1oh is 
what (Johnson 18), ,.,..,.,r than working in the enemy stronghold 
and then t171ng to fall out and then converge on it . 

I 
JM: Now there is talk that by the summer of '63 the white power 
structure in Mississippi was fairly confident or itself, that it 
had. the movement licked , 

JF: I just don't see how anybody can sar that, I mean, you know 
the facts just don't jibe with that , I mean, when you start off 
with five or six people in the su=mer or '61, working in McComb, 
Mississippi whiCh was the first time that - Well, there'd been 
other voter registration pitches, I think that the NAACP """ a 
threat to rnss1ssipp1, but you didn't have that kind of indigenous 
movement going on, that kind of protest action, that - then in 
the ra11, or in the spring of '62 rou get more and more people 
ooaleso1ng e.:round the movement, by virtue of the Hendrie and 
Lindsar campe.1gns, you - tn the'. summer of •62 you start with this 
COFO thing which grows stronger up in the Delta - I mean it's 
true that people here -had not been oonoerned with Jackson, and 
you're opening up more and more counties, and I just oan't see, 
you know, I mean I reall7 don't see how anybody • how the power 
structure ( ) I just don't see how that talk has 
any reality to it. ...up in G.reenwood, you know, we had 
established off1oe, and we put a lot of reaourees in building a 
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base 1n the Delta, and that ,..... dta:r it was •err d1t:t'ioul t :!'or 
us to get an office after the o:t':t'1oe sot burned down, but we did 
rtnd onw, and rou had a good base uP in Greenwood, a lot or :t'or­
oes that were coalescing up in the Delta. We had diaoo•ered new 
people, !Ire. ( ) had been diaco•ered at that time, and there 
waa work and acti•itl' soing around that second congressional dis­
trict, we'd mo•ed up into HolleJ Sprinsa, people were at work in 
the first congressional district, ( ) and the rest or 
them had moved down into the fifth, and working 1n Battteaburg, 
ao that I just don't see - and the Justice DepartMent was filing 
more and 1110re aui ta, and the)l' were preparing tor their big suits, 
rou know, testing those Missies1pp1 lawo. It was a question or 
t1me1 also, I think that the freedom vote was1 )I'OU know, I mean 
all the aotiT1t1eo up to the sumaer or '64- 63 was designed to 
speed up the process too. But I reall7 don't subscribe to that, 
and ••• 

JMa '!'hen what it would be ia that, rathar than the whites being 
confident, ther were sort of wondering because the)l' were a:t'llaid 
that things were soing to break down. 

JFa Yeah, and we had had that confrontation up in the Delta, 
W1 th the Citizen's Cotu1o1l... up in Greenwood, where in '62 rou 
had - rou couldn't even work, )I'QU couldn't e\'en organize. I 
think that 1:!' &n7th1ng, that a lot or the aegregat1on•sts should 
ha\'e known that it wouldn.lt be long, that it was a quest1on or 
stalling ror time, working on time. 

) 
JM1 '!'he freed011 'OOte would be the riret time that large nwnbere 
of whites oame into lliss1ssipp1. 

JP1 Oh, 1 ... , that's true, there'd be no question about that, I 
Mean ••• 

J K 1 Do ;rou think this made a signit'icant dif:t'erenoe t• the move­
ment? 

JF1 Yeah, I think so, I mean, I think because thiS is first or 
all baaicall;r a wh1 te eulture, and that people exh1b1t more con­
oern in terms or what happens to a white peraon 1n a g1 ven •1 tu­
at1on aa oompared to what happens to the Negroes. I think that 
the - that in man;r wars the political harraasments around the 
speeding, the tickets and so forth we had during the '6J cam­
paign, oan be attributed in man;r wa;rs to the tact that :rou had 
certain volunteers, and that mostl:r when that gubernatorial elec­
tion and people wanted to pla)l' down that role, :rou see, I mean 
because there was fear that the federal go\'ernment might move 1n 
1n terms or protecting some or these people, and beoe.use after all, 
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oolDe of the students oame from some of the powerful oenters , and 
;rou know, 1n t he oountr;r, !"1'0111 another point of View I think 
that it gave addi t1onal strength to the moveent beoause it made 
more people a-Uable to do oertain t;ypes of jobs . I think that 
it inereased the fooua, on what waa lteppening, it helped to pro­
vide additional resOill'Oes, ;you know, that could get so"'e of the 
wol'lt done that ,..s needed to be done ... 

JM • Then do ;you think that all these lfh1 ta students made a dif• 
ferenoe for - filled 1n the ~ Which wae left b;y the voter edu­
eation projeot ~e7 that hadl been wtthdnwn •• • 

JPo on, no, I don't think that, I mean I think that f\NCC ic to 
be OOIII!llended for reall;r qpporting that fre.,.om vote oampei~ 
when, in t'act1 ver;r few other people d1d, 1'he - se&, I don t 
think - I don t take the position that the money for the voter 
education project - I mean, I think there are a lot of reasons 
that ;rou oan talk about that - but that a lot or them wore simply 
adlllin18tnt1ve1 I mean, that here ,.... a projeot that was designed 
to register voters, it had poured a conoiderable amount of mon"7 
into Missiosippi , rou know, that it found it ver;r difficult to 
register ~t-.. t~ere , I think that given the upcoming eleotion 
that people wanted to place the result - the remaining moner in 
the aost strategio plaoee i n terms or getting some people regis­
tered, 1n these southern cities, I think also that one could ar­
gue that the voter registration projeGt had baokf1red, that in 
'61 there waa a lot or designed eaphaats to get students involved 
in voter registration, even b;r the adm1n1atrntion, rou know, 
and that there was Bolle reeling that this would be less dreaat1o 
and it would be leaa obarraeslng to the oountr;r. But that Just 
didn' t work out, and that didn't work out pr1oar117 beoause of 
SNCC' s deoiston that it waa going to go into these forgotten 
areas, where a lot of the dregs or the soctet1es - not in terms 
of the people but - a lot of the noiBll of the aooiet ;y was very, 
ver;r ...,bedded, and that hlld to be sort of thrown up to the publ1o 
'"1••,. that wae reall;r a ooneoioue thing, I mean, a lot or those 
aapeol;s or it , 

No, I don't think that the;r filled a vacuU!Il0 neoaaaar1l;r, I mean 
(Jih But it did part - ) Yeah, there's no question about tltet, 
And then I think that the staff in Misa1as1ppi had been having 
a long debate about the invol vement or whites in the atata, ther e 
-• a problem that the;r had to Ultimately race up to, ... I mean 
actuallr the involvement of whites at that time reall;v resulted 
rroa several things , going back to t he Pet• Seager - Theodore 
Bikel concert in the spring, of ' 64, that was held 1n Greenwood, 
where whites came over for the first time, and nothing happened, 
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see, and then with Mike Miller and D1ok ( ) coming down 1n 
the aummer or '63, and tl".s.t the;r were able to work, and then some 
other whi tee oame in d\U'1ll!I the fall, and 1 t .,....s eTident b;r the 
ttmo that whites could wo~ 1n the state or M1setsstpp1, So that 
1t was the !'1rat time that that lerge a number or wh1tes had been 
involved in Miestss1pp1, bUt it was not the first time that whites 
had been 1nYol ved, and that again has to be seen out or that 
process, that Whole development, aa I see 1t, Simpl;r because at 
the time that a lot of the whites eame in, we must have had maybe 
ten or twelve white starr people that were wo~1~ in li1ss1sstppi 
at the time or the freedom vote, I don't know, I d have to count 
theill ap, there's Mike Mend;r, ce.sey was over there, maybe it ""'"n't 
ten or twelve, but there wore at least rtve or six, 

JMs Then, it'e been oaid that each of these new 1daas, that 
they're trteo, little by little, and it is very definitely evo­
lutionary prooess of getting more and more involvement, let's say 
whites, 'out it oausea a sort of revolution in the powel' structure 
eyery time 1 t -

JP1 Oh, yes, that's true, there's no question about that, Then 
the ot~er thing, see, 1 just think that you oan't forget the 
faat or the involveme~t - ... ,. or the Whites in the freedom vote 
in the summer of '64, another protest movement, the effeot ~n 
the people themselveo, We were not unmindful or that, I mean, 
that 1f you're talking about bUilding a national movement and 1t 
you're talking about gettill!J more and more people involved in the 
movement, that one ot the ways to do that io that you expose them 
to a lot of protest situations. And I don't know, I mean I oan't 
ever prove 1 t, bUt I think that there's a relatieneh1p between 
protests that were going on 1n the Negro communities - certainlY 
the protests - the spirt t of protest Which I think 1S in a lot 
of the northern k1ds, I mean, from both the negative and the posi­
t1?e point or ?lew, ~om the positive point of view a lot of the 
kids get involved, and then When the.r come back, to talk about 
protesting things in their own neighborhoods after they've been 
involved in the Deep South situation, is very very m1nimnl, I 
mean, that ta it doesn't require that much energy, or that much 
rtok, From the negative point of vtelf is that it forces a lot or 
other people to sa;r, well, if ~eople oan do this in M1ssiesipp1, 
why shouldn't we be doing something !!bout our own situations, you 
kn<»r? or you get people aay1ll!J, well, why shOUld I run orr to 
M1•s1ss1ppi, we have probl~ hera, and maybe they haven't been 
doing anything so thQ bogtn to talk about doing oomethilllJ in 
their own areas, you knoW, 
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