


Voices of the Civil Rights Movement Black American Freedom Songs 1960-1966 
SF 40084 Smithsonian Folkways Recordings L997; OriginaJly issued by Smithsonian Instilution Press (1980 R 023) 

T his double-CD reissue of The Voices of the Civil Righls Movement: Black Amer;can Freedom Songs, 1960-1966 documents a cen­
tral aspect of the cultural environment of the Civil Rights Movement, acknowledging songs as the language that focused people's 

energy. These 43 tracks are a series of musical images, of a people in conversation about their determination to be free. Many of the 
songs were recorded live in mass meetings held in churches, where people from different life experiences, predominantly Black, with 
a few White supporters. came together in a common struggle. These freedom songs draw From spirituals, gospel, rhythm and blues, 
football chants, blues and calypso forms. The enclosed booklet written by Bemice Johnson Reagan provides rare historic pho­
tographs along with the powerful story of African Anterican musical culture and its role in the Civil Rights Movement. 

Disc I MASS MEETINGS 
I. FREEDOM MEDLEY: FREEDOM CHANT; OH FREEDOM: THIs 

LnTLE LIGHT OF MiNE (Freedom Singers) 1:56 
2. TI·ns LnTLE LIGHT OF MINE (Betty Mae Fikes) 4: 16 
3. IF You MIss ME FROM mE BACK OF mE Bus (BellY Mae 

Fikes) 3:02 
4. LoRD, HOLD My ifANo WHD..E I RUN THIs RACE 2:47 
5. GET ON BOARD, Cim.DREN (Willie Peacock) 2:07 
6. CALYPSO FREEDOM (Willie Peacock) 6:27 
7. FREEDOM Now CHANT 0:25 
8. OH FREEDOM (Hollis Watkins) 3:06 
9. AIN' SCARED OF NOBODY (Amarda B. Perdew & Virginia 

Davis) 1:47 
10. LEANING ON THE EVERLASl'lNG ARMS 1: 13 
II. SERMON (Rev. Lawrence Campbell) 6:35 
12. WE ARE SOLDIERS IN TIlE ARMY 3:22 
13. Go TELL IT ON TilE MOUNTAlN (Fannje Lou Hamer) 3:00 
14. WADE IN THE WATER (Fannie Lou Hamer) 2:30 
15. COME BAH YAH (Willje Pe.1cock) 5:22 
16. WALK WITH ME, LORD (Far,nie Lou Hamer) 1:34 
17. JESUS ON mE MAINLINE, TELL HIM WRAT You WANT (Sam 

Block) 3:31 
18. FREEDOM TRAIN (Sam Block) 4:33 
19. DoN'T You 1)IINK IT'S ABOUT TIME THAT WE ALL BE FREE 

(Mabel Hillary) 3:29 
20. WE'RE MARCHING ON TO FREEDOM LAND (Carlton Reese) 2:29 
21. WE SHALL OVERCOME 3:03 

o Smithsonian Folkways 

Disc 11 ENSEMBLES 
I. WE'LL NEVER TuRN BACK (SNCC Freedom Singers led by Emory 

Harris) 3:28 
2. WE SHALL NOT BE MOVED (SNCC Freedom Singers led by Rutha 

Harris) 2:08 
3. CERTAINLY, LoRD (CORE Freedom Singers) 2:03 
4. GET YOUR RIGHTS, JACK (CORE Freedom Singers) 3:47 
5. WIDCIl SlOE ARE You ON? (SNCC Freedom Singers led by Cordell 

Reagan) 1:55 
6. WOKE VI' THIs MORNING wlnl My MiND ON FREEDOM (SNCC 

Freedom Singers led by Bemice Johnson) 2:27 
7. BEEN IN THE STORM So LONG (Bernice Johnson) 3:51 
8. Doc, Doc (SNCC Freedom Singers led by Cordell Reagon) 2:30 
9. THE A & P SONG (lntegmtion Grooves) 2:25 
10. OH PRITCHETT, OH KELLY (SNCC Freedom Singers led by Bertha 

Gober) 2: 12 
II. I TOLD JF.5US (Bertha Gober) 3: 16 
12. 99 !iWON'r Do (Alaroma Ollistian M",,,,.,, d Orir led by Carlton Reere) 2:26 
13. I'M ON My WAY (Alabama Christiar Movement Choir led by Mamie 

Brown) 3:36 
14. CITY CALLED HEAVEN (Cleo Kennedy) 9: 13 
15. IN TI-[E MlSSISSIPPt RIVER (SNCC Freedom Singers led by Marshall 

Jones) 3:36 
16. A!N' GONNA LET NOnOIlY TuRN ME 'ROUND (SNCC Freedom 

Singers led by Cordell Reagan) 2: 12 
17. WILL THE CIRCLE BE VNBROKEN (Jimmy Collier and the Movement 

Singers led by Diane Smith) 3:06 
18. GOVERNOR WALLACE (SNCC Freedom Singers led by Charles Neblett) 2:32 
19. BALLAD OF ME()GAR EVERS (SNCC Freedom Singers led by MatU,ew 

Jones) 4:28 
20. VNCLE TOM'S PRAYER (Cordell Reagan) 1:07 
21. OGINGA ODINGA (SNCC F.eedom Singers led by Matthew Jones) 2:45 
22. WE SHALL OVERCOME (SNCC Freedom Singers) 3:20 
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