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WE SHALL OVERCOME 
I. Joan Baez - ''We Shall Overcome" 

Right here on the stage at present Joan Baez has 
once again gone before the microphones on the 
podium and is beginning to entertain the vast au
dience. Let's listen to Joan Baez. 

We shall overcome, we shall overcome, 
We shall overcome some day, 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall overcome some day. 

We'll walk ham in hand, we'll 'Walk hand in hand 
We'll 'Walk hand in hand, some day, 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall overcome some day. 

We are not afraid, we are not afraid, 
We are not afraid today, 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall overcome some day. 

We shall overcore, we shall overcome 
We shall overcore some day, 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall overcore some day. 

2. President Kennedy's Press Conference 
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From an official viewpoint now, President Kennedy 
made a statement at his press conference of August 
21st on what he sees happening on this march, and 
we thought we'd play the highlight from President 
Kennedy's press conference. 

"The purpose, of course, is to attempt to bring to 
the attention of the Congress and the country the 
strong feeling of the good many thousands of citizens. 
August 28th is a chance for a good many people to 
express their feeling, but it's hard for them, a lot 
of other people to travel, because of money, many 
of them have jobs, so that I think that what we're 
talking about is an issue that concerns all of our 
people, and IJIUst in the final analysis be settled by 
the Congress and by the Executive Branch working with 
180 million people. This is an effort, however, to 
bring focus to the strong concern of a good many 
citizens, so I think as I said before in that tradi
tion I meet with t~ leadership in which I think it 
appropriate that these people and anyone else who 
feels concerned should come to Washington and see 
their Congressmen." (President Kennedy at his Press 
Conference on August 21st.) 

3. The Introduction for the Rev. Dr. Mu-tin Luther 
King, Jr. 

"A philosopher of a non-violent system of behavior in 
seeking to bring about social change for the advance
ment of justice am freedom and human dignity, I have 
the pleasure to present to you Doctor Martin Luther 
King, Jr." 

A great deal of applauding here, a great deal of 'Wav
ing of placards and signs. A chant begins, more 
applause, woren are 'Waving han:lkerchiefs, hands are 
'Waving as they greet Dr. Martin Ldther King, Jr. 
"I am happy to join with you today in what will go 
down in history as the greatest demonstration for 
freedom in the history of our nation. 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose 
symbolic shadow we stand, signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. This momentous decree care as a 

great beacon light or hope to millions of Negro 
slaves who had been seared in the flares of with
ering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to 
end the long night of captivity. 

But one hundred years later the Negro is still not 
free. One hundred years later, the life of the 
Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of 
segregation am the chains of discrimination. One 
hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely 
island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of 
mater:i..aJ. prosperity. One hundred years later, the 
Negro is still languished in the corners of American 
society and finds himself an exile in his own land. 
So we have come here today to dramatize a shameful 
condition. 
In a sense we have come to our Nation's Capital to 
cash a check. When the architects of our Republic 
wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution 
and tee Declaration of Independence, they were sign
ing a promissory note to which every American 'Was 
to fall heir. This note 'Was a promise that all men, 
yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaran
teed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

It is obviqus today that America has defaulted on 
this promissory note insofar as her citizens of 
color are concerned. Instead of honoring this 
sacred obligation, America has given the Negro 
people a bad check; a check which has come back 
marked "insufficient funds." But we refuse to be
lieve that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We 
refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds 
in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. 
Se we have come to cash this check -- a check that 
will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and 
the security of justice. We have also come to this 
hallowed spot to remind America. of the fierce urgency 
of now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of 
cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of 
gradualism. Now is the time to make real the prom
ises of Democracy. Now is the time to rise from 
the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the 
sunlit p:l.th of rac:i..aJ. justice. Now is the time to 
life our nation from the quicksands of racial injus
tice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the 
time to make justice the reality for all of God's 
children. 

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the 
urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of 
the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass 
until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom 
and equality. 1963 is not an end, but a beginning. 
Those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off 
steam and will now be content will have a rude 
awakening if the Nation returns to business as usual. 
There will be neither rest nor tranqUility in Ameri
ca until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. 
The whirlwims of revolt will continue to shake the 
founiations of our Nation until the bright day of 
justice ererges. 

But there is sorething that I IJIUSt say to my people 
who stand on the 'Warm threshold which leads into 
the palace of justice. In the process of gaining 
our rightful place we IJIUst not be guilty of wrong-
ful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst 
for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness 
and hatred. We IJIUst forever comuct our struggle 
on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We 
must not allow our creative protest to degenerate 
into physical violence. Again and again we IJIUst rise 
to the majestic heights of reeting physical force with 
soul force. The IIBrvelous new militancy which has 
engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a 
distrust of all white people, for many of our white 
brothers I as evidenced by their presence here today, 
have come to realize that their destiny is tied up 
with our destiny and they have come to realize that 
their freedom is inextricably bound. to our freedom. 
We cannot walk. alone. 



And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we 
shaD. march ahead. We cannot turn back. There are 
those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, 
"wen will you be satisfied?" We can never be satis
fied as long as the Negro is the victim of the un
speakable horrors of police brutality. We can never 
be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the 
fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels 
of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We 
cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro's basic 
mobility is from a small.er ghetto to a larger one. 
We can never be satisfied as long as our children 
are stripped of their selfhood and robbed of their 
dignity by signs stating 'For white only.' We can
not be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi 
cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he 
has nothing for which to vote. No, no we are not 
satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice 
rolls down like waters and righteousness like a 
mighty stream. 

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here 
out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you 
have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of 
you have come from areas where your quest for free
dom left you battered by the storms of persecution 
and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You 
have been the veterans of creative suffering. Con
tinue to work with the faith that unearned suffering 
is redemptive. 

Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go 
back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go 
back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and 
ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that 
somehow this situation can and will be changed. 
Let us not wallow in the valley of despair. 

I say to you today, my friends, even though we 
face the difficulties of today and tOlOOrrow, I 
still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted 
in the American dream. 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise 
up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
"We hold these truths to be self-evidentj that all 
men are created equal." 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of 
Georgia the sons of former slaves am the sons 
of former slaveowners will be able to sit down to
gether at the table of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of 
Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, 
will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 
justice. 

I have a dream that my four little children will 
one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the con
tent of their character. 

I have a dream today. 

I have a dream that one day down in Alabama with its 
vicious raCists, with its governor having his lips 
dripping with the words of interposition and nulli
fication, one day right there in Alabama 11 ttle black 
boys aDd black girls will be able to join hands with 
little white boys am white girls as sisters and 
brothers. 
I have a dream today. 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be 
exalted, every hill and lOOuntain shall be made low, 
the rough places will be DBd.e plains, aDd the crooked 
places will be DBd.e straight, and the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together. 
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This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back 
to the South with. With this faith we will be able 
to hew out the lOOuntain of despair a stone of hope. 
With this faith we will be able to transform the 
jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful sym
phony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be 
able to work together, to pray together, to struggle 
together, to go to jail together, to stand up for 
freedom together, knowing that we will be free one 
day. 

This will be the day when all of God's children will 
be able to sing with new meaning "My country 'tis 
of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land 
where my fathers died, land/of the pilgrim's pride, 
from every lOOuntainside, let freedom ring." 

And if America is to be a great nation this must 
become true. So let freedom ring from the prodig
ious hill tops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring 
from the mighty mountains of New York. Let freedom 
ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsyvania! 

Let freedom ring from the snovcapped Rockies of 
Colorado! 

Let freedom ring from the curvacious slopes of 
California! 

But not only thatj let freedom ring from Stone 
Mountain of Georgia! 

Let freedom ring fron Lookout Mountain of 
Tennessee. 

Let freedom ring from every hill and 1OO1e hill of 
~~ssissippi. From every mountainside, let 

freedom ring, and when this happens, 

When we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from 
every village and every hamlet, from every state 
and every City, we will be able to speed up that day 
when all of God's children, black men and white men, 
Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and catholics, will 
be able to join hands and sing in the words of the 
old Negro spiritual, '~ree at last! Free at last! 
Thank God almighty, we are free at last!" 

Fellow Americans, fellow Americans 
your seats ••• 

please keep 

Smiles everywhere, tremendous applause for the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

4. Miss Ml.rion Anderson 

We would like to do for you ''He's Got the Whole 
World In His Ham." 

He's got the whole world in his hands, 
He's got the big round world in his hands, 
He's got the wide world in his hands 
He's got the whole world in his hands. 

He's got the wind and the rain in his hands, 
He's got the moon and the stars in his haDis, 
He's got the wim and the rain in his hands, 
He's got the whole world in his hands. 

He's got the little bits of babies in his hands, 
He's got the whole world in his hands. 

He's 
He's 
He's 
He's 

got you and me brother in his hands, 
got you and me sister in his hands, 
got you and me brother in his hands, 
got the whole world in his hands. 

He's got everybody in his hands, 
He's got everybody in his hands, 
He's got everybody here right in his hams, 
He's got the whole world in his hands. 

(3x) 
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~. Odetta -- "Ohl Freedom" 

This is David Edwards on the stage filling in for 
Malcom Davis. We are presently being entertained 
by Odetta, the vor~d renowned Negro folk singer. 
She's been singing "Ohl Freedom," one of the 
traditional songs of the M:>vement. Let's go to 
Odetta nov on the stage. 

" •••• to that land, where I'm ,bound. 
Oh, ~ead me to that land, 
Where I'm bound •••• 

Oh come with me to that land, 
Come with me to tba,t land, 
Come with me to tbat land 
Where I'm bound •••• " 

2. Rabbi Joachim Prinz 

I now have the p~easure to present to you Rabbi 
Joachim Prinz, President of the American Jewish 
Congress. Rabbi Prinz: 

"I wish I could sing! I speak to you as an Ameri
can Jew. As. Americans we share the profound concern 
of millions of peop~e about the shame and disgrace 
of inequality and injustice which makes a mockery 
of the great American idea. As Jews we bring to the 
great demonstration in which thousands of us proudly 
participate a two-fold experience, one of the spirit 
and one of our history. In the realm of the spirit, 
our fa.thers taught us thousands of years ago that 
when God created men, he created him as everybody's 
neighbor. "Neighbor" is not a geographic term; it 
is a mral concept. It means our collective respon
sibility for the preservation of man's dignity and 
integrity. From our Jewish histori~ experience of 
three and a ~ thousand years we say our ancient 
history began with slavery and the yearning for 
freedom. During the Middle Ages ~ people lived 
for a thousand years in the ghettos of Europe. Our 
modern history begins with the procla.uation of eman
cipation. It is for these reasons that it is not 
merely sympathy and compassion for the black people 
of America that motivates us. It is above all and 
beyond all God's sympathies and emotions a sense of 
complete identification and so~idarity born of our 
own historic experience. 

Friends, I 'Was a rabbi of the Jewish cOlIIII\unity 
in Ber~in under the Hitler regime. I learned 
many things. The most importan-I; thing that I 
learned in ~ life, and under those tragic cir
cumstances, is that bigotry and hatred are not 
the most urgent problems. The most urgent, 
the most disgraceful, the most shameful, and 
the most tragic prob~em is silence. A great 
people which had created a great civilization 
had become a nation of silent onlookers. They 
remained silent in the face of hate, in the 
face of brutality, and in the face of ma.ss 
murder. America must not become a nation of 
onlookers. America must not renain silent -
not mer~y black America, but all America. It 
must speak up and act from the President down 
to the humblest of us. And not for the sake 
of the Negro, not for the sake of the black 
collllmlDi ty, but for the sake of the image, the 
dream, the idea, and the aspiration of Ameri
ca itsell. Our children, yours and mine, in 
every school across the ~, every morning 
p~edge allegiance to the flag of the United 
states and to the Republic for which it stands, 
and then they (the children) speak fervently 
and innocently of this land as a land of 
~iberty and justice for all. The time, I be-

3 

~ieve, has come for us to work together, for it 
is not enough for us to hope together and it 
is not enough for us to pray together. To work 
together, that this chil.dren's oath pronounced 
every morning from Maine to C~if'ornia, from 
North and South, that this oath will come a 
~orious, unshakeable r~ity in a morally united 
America. Thank you. 

3. Bob Dylan -- "Ballad of Medgar Evers" 

I would like now to introduce a young singer from 
New York, Bob Dylan. 

4. Our next speaker, Floyd McKissick, National 
Chairma.n of Congress of Rac~ Equality, who will 
speak instead of our good friend and brother James 
Farmer, who is DOW in prison in Plaquemine, Louisi
ana. We all send our prayers on be~ of our 
brother Jim Farmer. We will now hear from brother 
McKissick. 

"The message that I shall give to you today 'Was 
written by Jim Farmer in a Plaquemine Jail. And 
I shall give his message now. • •• 'and dignity 
and act without fear. Some of us may die, like 
William L. MJre or l-1edga.r Evers, but our war is 
for life, not for death, and we will not stop 
our demands for freedom now. We will not slow 
down. We will not stop our militant peaceful 
demonstrations. We will not come off the streets 
until we can work jobs befitting our skills in any 
place in the land.'" 

(The policemen here are certainly having a difficult 
time holding the crowd behind the fence. We return 
now to Philip Randolph.) 

" ••• Brother John Lewis." 

"We are tired. We are tired of being beaten by 
policemen. We are tired of seeing our people locked 
up in jails. We are told, be patient. How long 
can we be patient? We 'Want our freedom and we 'Want 
it now. We do not 'Want to go to jail, but we will 
go to jail if' this is the price we must pay for 
love, brotherhood and true peace. I appe~ to you 
••• to get in the streets of every city am hamlet 
of this nation ••• until the revolution is complete. 
We must get in this revolution and complete this 
revolution. In Mississippi, in Georgia, in Alabama, 
in Harlem, Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, and all 
over this nation, it's masses on the march for jobs 
and freedom." 

(Bob Dylan -- "Ballad of Medgar Evers" -- ) 

Our next speaker is the brilliant Executive Direc
tor of the National Urban League, Whitney M. Young, 
Jr., one of the leaders of the Civil: Rights M:>ve
mente 

"Brother Randolph, fellow Americans. The National 
Urban League is honored to be a participant in this 
historic occasion. Our presence here not only re
flects the Civil Rights COmmunity's increased re
spect and a'Wareness of the Urban League's role, but 
most important it says and I hope loud and c~ear, 
that while intelligent ma.turity and sanity dictate 
that as Civil Rights agents we use different lEthods, 
we are all united as never before on the go~ of 
first class citizenship for all Americans now." 

Mr. Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People: 

"Isn't it a great day? I 'Want some of you to help 
me win a bet. I 'Want everybody out there in the 
open to keep quiet, and I 'Want to hear yelling and 
thunder from all those people who are out there 



under the trees. Let I s hear you... Now, every one 
in the trees... My friends, we are here today be
cause we 'Want the Congress of the United States to 
hear from us in person what I1Bny of us have been 
telling our public officials back home. And that 
is, we 'Want freedom now! We came here to petition 
our laWIlBkers to be as brave as our sit-ins and our 
marchers, to be as daring as James l-leredith, to be 
as unafraid as the nine children of Little Rock, and 
to be as forthright as the Governor of North Carolina, 
and to be as dedicated as the Archb.ishop of st. Louis." 

Fellow Americans, I now have the opportunity and 
pleasure to present to you a great American, Walter 
Reuther, President of the United Automobile Workers 
of America, and vice-president of the American 
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Or
ganizations. Walter Reuther: 

" ••• this rally today to be the first step in a total 
effort to mobilize the moral conscience of America, 
and to ask the people in Congress of both parties to 
rise above their partisan differences and enact 
Civil Rights legislation now. The job question is 
crucial, because we will not solve education or hous
ing or public accommodations as long as millions of 
Americans, Negroes, are treated as second class 
economic citizens and denied jobs. As one American, 
I take the position if we can have full employment 
and full production for the negative ends of 'War, 
then why can 't we have a job for every American in the 
pursuit of peace? •• Fair employment within the 
framework of full employment, so that every American 
can have a job. I am for Civil Rights as a matter 
of human decency, as a I1Btter of common morality. 
But I am also for Civil Rights because I believe 
that freedom is an indivisible value, that no one 
can be free unto himself, that when Bull Connor 
with his police dogs and fire hoses destroy freedom 
in Bil'lIlin8ham, he is destroying my freedom in De
troit. And let us keep in mind since we are the 
strongest of the free nations in the wrld, we can 
not make freedom secure excepting as we make freedom 
universal so that all may enjoy its blessings. Let 
us understand that we cannot defend freedom in Ber
lin so long as we deny freedom in Birmingham. Let 
this be the beginning of that great crusade to mobil
ize the moral conscience of America so that we can 
Yin freedom and justice and equality and first-class 
citizenship for every American, not just for certain 
Americans; not only in certain parts of America but 
in every part of America, from Boston to Birmingham, 
from New Ybrk to New Orleans, and from Michigan to 
Mississippi. Thank you." 

5. Peter, Paul, and Mary -- ''Hammer Song" 

" ••• I ring out changes, I ring out warning, 
I'd ring out love between the brothers and sisters, 
All over this. land ••• " 

6. Bayard Rustin -- The ~IIBnds 

I 'Want to introduce now Brother Bayard Rustin, who 
will read the ~mands of the March on Washington 
Movement. Everyone must listen to these de!lBnds. 
This is why we are here. And now, Bayard Rustin, 
Deputy Director of the March, will. read the Demands. 

"Friends, at 5 0' clock today the leaders whom you 
have heard will go to President Ke~ to carry 
the Demands of this revolution. It is now time for 
you to act. I will read each Demand and you will. 
respond to it, so that when Mr. Wilkins and Dr. 
King and the other eight leaders go they are carry
ing with them the Demands which you have given yotn" 
approval to. 

The first Demand is that we have effective Civil 
Rights leSislation, no compromise, no filibuster, 
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and that it include public accommodations, decent 
housing, integrated education, and the right to 
vote. What do you say? 

Number 2: they 'Want that we deIlBnd the withhold
ing of Federal funds from all programs in which 
discrimination exists. What do you say? 

We deIlBnd that segregation be ended in all public 
school districts in the year 1963. 

We deIlBnd the enforcement of the Fourteenth Amend
ment, the reducing of Congressional representation 
in states where citizens are disenfranchised. 

We demand an Executive Order banning discrimina
tion in all housing supported by Federal funds. 

We deIlBnd that every person in this nation, black 
or white, be given training and work with dignity 
to defeat unemployment and autoIlBtion. 

We deIlBnd that there be an increase in the national 
min:iJnum wage so that men I1By live in dignity. 

We finally deIlBnd that all of the rights that are 
given to any citizen be given to black men and 
men of every minority group, including a strong 
F.E.P.C. We deIlBnd! 

7. A. Philip Randolph -- The Pledge 

And now ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Randolph will 
read the Pledge. This is a Pledge which says our 
job has just begun. You pledge to return home to 
carry on the revolution. After Mr. Randolph has 
read the Pledge, I will say 'Do you so pledge?' 
and you will say, I I do pledge. I 

The Pledge: Will you stand. 

standing before the Lincoln Memorial on the 28th 
of August, in the centennial year of emancipation, 
I affirm my complete personal commitment for the 
struggle for jobs and freedom for all Americans. 

To fulfill that commitment, I pledge that I will 
not relax until victory is lIOn. 

I pledge that I will join and support all actions 
undertaken in good faith in accord with time
honored democratic tradition of non-violent pro
test, or peaceful assembly and petition and of 
redress through the courts and the legislative 
process. 

I pledge to carry the message of the March to my 
friends and neighbors back home and arouse them 
to an equal commitment and an equal effort. I 
will !lBrCh and I will write letters. I will dem
onstrate and I will vote. I will work to make 
sure that my voice and those of my brothers ring 
clear and determined from every corner of our land. 

I will pledge my heart and my mind and my body, 
unequivocally and without regard to personal 
sacrifice, to the achievement of social peace 
through social justice. 

"Do you so pledge?" "I do pledge." 

8. Joan Baez -- "we Shall Overcome" 

''We shall overcome I 
We shall overcome, 
We shall overcome some day, 
Deep in my heart I do believe 
That we sha.ll overcOlE some day." 

LITHO IN U.S.A. ~ .. 


