
HOWARD UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
WHO PARTICIPATED IN CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES

IN THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA
AND THE EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND

February 1, 1960, Greensboro NC. Four students from North Carolina A&T engaged in a sit-down at a 
"whites-only" Woolworth's lunch counter and ask to be served. This action by David Richmond, Franklin 
McCain, Ezell Blair, and Joseph McNeil ignites a wave of student sit-ins and protests that flash like fire 
across the South. A fire for justice that no amount of beatings, jails, or firehoses can extinguish. Within 
days, sit-ins were occurring in dozens of southern towns, and in the North, supporting picket lines 
sprang up at Woolworth and Kress stores from New York to San Francisco. 

Listed below are Howard University students who were members of the Non-Violent Action Group
(NAG) that participated in direct action against segregation in public accommodations, housing,

education and employment:
· Kwame Ture – Stokely Carmichael 

(Deceased)
· Tom Kahn (Deceased)
· Mickey Lassiter (Deceased)
· Stanley Wise (Deceased)
· Adolphus Andrews
· Larkin Arnold
· Nikki Barrett
· Sandy Barrett
· Ed Brown (Deceased)
· Topper Carew 
· Charles Cobb
· Butch Conn (Deceased)
· Miki Conn 
· Courtland Cox
· Dion Diamond 
· James Dilday
· Joe Gross (Deceased)
· Robin Gregory

· Karen House 
· Ruth Howard
· Phil Hutchings 
· Tim Jenkins
· Eric Jones (deceased)
· Mary Felice Lovelace 
· William Mahoney 
· Fred Mangrum
· John Moody (deceased)
· Cleveland Sellers
· Jean Smith Young 
· Karen Edmonds Spellman 
· Mike Thewell 
· Hank Thomas 
· Jan Triggs (deceased)
· Muriel Tillinghast 

· Sharon Wheeler 
· Doris Hall-Wilson



HOWARD UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
PARTICIPATING IN THE FREEDOM RIDES

May 14, 1961

In 1961, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) sent two small integrated groups out to test and
see if long distance buses and their terminals were desegregated. When they traveled into 
Alabama, the Freedom Riders were attacked and badly beaten, and CORE called the ride off. 
Other civil rights activists - many of them young members of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee - rushed to Alabama to continue the ride. They ran into trouble in 
Montgomery, Alabama, and the federal government had to send in U.S. marshals to protect the
riders. The Freedom Rides continued into Mississippi, where they met with more resistance. By 
late August 1961, more than 400 Freedom Riders had been arrested by the state of Mississippi. 
Images like this one of the burned bus helped create sympathy for the non-violent Freedom 
Riders and their cause.

Listed below are the Howard University students who continued the Freedom Rides in 1961:
· Gwynn Greene (Deceased)
· Rev. Ben Cox (Deceased)
· Stokely Carmichael/Kwame Ture (Deceased)
· Hank Thomas
· John Moody (Deceased)
· Dion Diamond
· Jan Triggs (Deceased)
· William Mahoney 



HOWARD UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
WHO PARTICIPATED IN

VOTER REGISTRATION IN MISSISSIPPI,
ALABAMA AND GEORGIA

Fifty years ago there came from many quarters of our nation a youthful diversity of ethnicities, opinions,
lifestyles, and persuasions, a cadre of risk-takers committed to lifting the last burden from the shoulders
of the world’s last oppressed woman and man. Our coming together was more than idealism that has 
since been celebrated as the Mississippi Summer of 1964.

With the doves outnumbering the ravens in the parliament of our hair, this is our unbent and unbowed 
voice calling to those who must succeed us as radical agents of change. We want them to know that 
ours was more than theory and faith. It was more than uplifting rhetoric and freedom songs -- It was 
pragmatic and tedious, dangerous and deadly, not only for us but more importantly for the locals who 
believed in us with their lives. May this passage of time reveal what the present once obscured. It comes
as a special comfort to know that we were far better then than we could have ever known then.

And it remains for our successors to become better than they can now foresee.

Statement of Timothy Jenkins to the
50th Anniversary of Freedom Summer 1964

Listed below are the Howard University students who participated in voter registration in 
Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia:

· Kwame Ture – Stokely Carmichael 
(Deceased)

· Stanley Wise (Deceased)
· Ed Brown (Deceased)
· Charles Cobb
· Courtland Cox 
· Ruth Howard
· Phil Hutchings
· Tim Jenkins

· Eric Jones (deceased)
· Cleveland Sellers
· Jean Smith Young
· Karen Edmonds Spellman
· Mike Thewell
· Muriel Tillinghast
· Joe Gross (Deceased)
· Cynthia Washington (deceased)
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