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that meeting? The truesday afternoon meeting? 

(Anne) Ed King left before he got to the part about the convention. .• 

(Samstein) Well, Ed King, Bob and somebody else , bad -- were called 

Into a meeting while Rowe was going to thelSIIDI*X*lli*r.lti•:K•tlhtraxax executive 

committee on Tuesday afternoon. Bob, Aaron Henry and Ed King went to 

a meeting with Humphrey, Reuther, Bayard Rustin, well those are the key 

people, and they were having a discussion about, and then. According to 

Ed, because 1 wasn' t at that meeting and 1 never talked to any, Bob, I dJdn't 

talk to Bob or anybody or Aaron about it. According to Ed suddenly about 

3:30 they bear over the television or radJo that there's been a majority 

reporr and that the MFD.P has accepted It, at whloh point Bob busts out of 

the room and runs back to the hotel and they get the caucus together. They 

bave to reacb a decision now whether to file a mlnortty report, you see. 

He'a got to bust back and get Rowe and see lf they can get a mlnorlty report. 

And Rowe goes over to the cburcb and there they debate it. 

Now bere Is the important thing. Rowe said, that he--be's talking at 

6 pc:: o'clock--says no more than the back of the "-""*"'""' J xnn .. • ,...,.. 

bus proposal from on high; comes to the caucus, tells that. There Is a thor

ough dJscusslon of the Issue. The caucus mandate him not under any condi

tions to accept less than the back of the h pcMj:bua proposal· -•'"""' sorry, 

excuse me--mandates him not to accept anything less that the Bdlth Greeoe 

proposal. Three hours be sits ln that caucus with no question about-- okay. 

He goes to the executive committee. They bust Ln with this subcommittee. 
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Clve the mlnorlty report. He asked for a postponement to talk to the FOP. 
be bad 

Now, theoretically, ~just fl.nlshed three hours of it. So, by all r ights 

he lllalli should right there on the spot said, Sorry we caucused all day, I 

have come here with a mandate a.nd he should have right on the spot filed 

tbis minority report. But he can claim that, well the situation Is changed, 

we needed to have a new caucus, assuming hla role was honest now. Thls 

was assuming bia role was honest, now, this waa assuming bls role was 

honest. This Is what he would say it you raJsed this-- If you accepted Ills 

story and you only raised the complaint why Is It be had caucused for three 

ll:>uae, didn't you act right there? The t ime was very Umlted. fie would 

say well. the atlaution was changed and 1 had to go baclt for a new mandate. 

He goes out and be's trying<' J*i!Me., desparately to get ln touch 

with Aaron Henry and Bob and I don't know. 1 guess finally he reaches them 

and Bob Ia on his way to the church and be calla together ux a caucus and 

Rowe and Aaron Henry go over to the church and they dlacuaa it. Meanw'tllle 

obviously when they're at the chureb, I come in and It's quite clear that they 

won't accept the compromise. Now they would claim, well at thls point, 

5 o 'clock, after all that's happened, I think It's best now for us to tlle a 

minority, you know, I think lox best now to accept It, But here ls the way 

most people Interpret lt. That a deal was made during the night that Rowe 

knew all the time about the compromise, that when he came to the church he 

was dishonest. Because be couldn't have very well have told them anctllnrJ the 

compromise and they say under no condition accept lt and then for him to go to 
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the caucus and to indicate that be had to go back and consult when they'd just 

told him exactly what be should do If they gave blm that compromise. So 

be makes a deal during the night, goes to tbe caucus, teU. them nothing D:x new 

baa been added, goes--but ln fact, the deal baa been made- -goes to the executive 

committee,. Now, It's not clear what be does in the executive committee. 

lt was closed and only credentials committee were In there. Now the whble 

thing there, from the dme be left the caucus to the tlme he got back to tbe 

church Is unclear what be did, see. Because It may be that be was In cahoots. 

You see, he'd like to put all the blame on the chairman of the subcommittee. 

tor giving out the rumor that the PDP had accepted the Ckallenge. BUt Ita' I 

quite clear from bls attitude In the church and knowing the kind of guy Rowe 

Is that be waa helping peq>le to get the Idea that th.e FOP waa going to 

accept 1t. Because he wanted to prejudice the whole case. As far aa be was 

concerned he and Aaron can make the decision, and I tblnlt that Aaron waa 

tallced to privately at some polnL I'm convinced. So the feeling 111 that he 

made a deal and that he made a deal*-ocu somewhere and that he waa die

honest; that he was not at any point really going to go back and really consult 

with the caucus and If they rejected It that be was going to try to bold oo to 

that minority report, that he was sold during Monday night at the very lsteat, 

and maybe even earlier, maybe even Sunday night, but be waa sold certainly 

by Monday night. Thls la what the people feel wbo feel he sold out, that be 

had been sold on tbls deal so that he couldn't put across to the caucus but the 

deal was when he got lnalde the executive committee to screw people, by- 

They're not sure what he did tnaide there. 
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At any rate dlere waa enough that happened •••MM4N between 2 o'clock 

and the time people got baclc to the church to know that Rowe and Henry were 

definitely clearly- - It waa clear from what everybody was telllng me that 

Rowe and Henry and even Ed King are behind the compromise. They' re 

supporting It and they're trying to get people to go along with ft. 

Now, they claim that they just felt, that Rowe felt, that was it. We'd 

bad it. They came ln with the sub- IDD minority report and at this point 

ilhxx It' s best to settle for a compromise. And Ed King and Aaron agreed 

with him and they wettt back to try to convince--

( Anne) Are you aure Ed King agreed? 

(Samsteln) Ob pes, Ed K·ng at that time was definitely ln support of 

the compromise. 

So, I don't know. I tend to support the theory that they !mew. That It 

waa too big for him not to have-- l mean he waa too t ight with Humphrey. and all that. 

He wasn' t going to ttn-ow away-- I mean what you needed waa -- 1 mean 

that's to work on the assumption that he was really prepared at any point 

to take it to a floor fight and jeproadize i'aa .. ,loc•••"* • ''"" t Humphrey's 

chances for vice presidency. Because it was quite clear that Humphrey wun't 

going to get the vice presidency lt be couldn' t get-- 1 mean lt' s quite clear 

that the President had Initially tried to settle on the back of t.he bus and that 

he used all their pressure and power to get the back of the bus proposal across, 

that Humphrey and jojlnaon combined and that It failed. That J.,hnBon threw 

this extra thing into the hopper but that if Humphrey couldn' t put th1s across 
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be waan't going to get lt. 

(Anne) You really believe that? 

(Samareln) Oh, no queatlon about Lt. 

(Anne) Why would he do that, you know ••. why? 

(lamsteln) Huh? 

(Anne) People aay he was the •.• ? 

(Samstein) He would have wbo7 Oh that was Juat a bluff. I don't lcnow 

who he would have put ln. But It was clear that If Humphrey couldn't per

form, couldn't produce. He was already givlng Humphrey an extra Jl)lllx 

plumb to throw into the kitty. 1f Humphrey couldn't do the }ob then, then 

he wasn' t worth anything for the job. He considers hls vice president as 

h18 servants so he couldn't-- So l don't know, you tend to feel that at some 

point tbere was dlscuaaion between Aaron, at least, and Rowe and Humphrey, 

and that at some point they either, during Monday night, or Tuesday morning, 

that the deal was made; that they had agreed that this was the compromise 

and they would accept It, see. And that' s where everybody's mad because 

that was clone totally illegitimately. Nobody else was consulted privately. 

And that's where the sell-out comes. 

It It' s true, then both Aaron and Rowe were lying during that three-hour 

caucus so they were withholding the truth, you see. 

If there was no deal made, that there was no deal made, then all you 

can argue then is that Rowe... 1 mean he thought at that point, 2:30 or 

3 o'clock or 4 o'clock that it was time fiCirx to accept the compromise and 

ldv""'A 
you have to say Rowe ~. that that was Rowe's position and you bad to 
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fight • •• You had to fight him also. I mean Rowe waa tight wltb Humphrey 

and Rowe was In Waahlngton, nor Mississippi. The only thing waa that once 

they had decided that ls was, that Rowe felt It was good. he weighed hls 

alternatives. He waan' t weighing it from the polnt of view of a share· 

cropper or a Negro In Mississippi. He wu weighing lt fro m the point of 

lvew of Rowe. This d8 understandable. Thia Is the way people weigh It. 

So he weighs It from the point of view ot Rowe. And from that point of 

kva view It's clear that, throwing away Humphrey' s vic~ presidency and 

so on, that Lt waa best to accept the comprlmiae. 

But the problem waa now, he waa In a position that be had to force the 

others to accept his point of illS view. It's one thing to say, Rowe, here's 

Rowe and I think given all the things from the way I see It, that to accept 

It. But that's not enougb. The Job is to enforce that and to mltae, to argue 

that that's the best view for everyone to accept. So then you get·· You call 

In Walter Reuther and he works to get Bayard Rustin and they work on King 

and King and everybody are supposed to worlc on the delegation, all to see 

that this was the best thing for everybody. Well, from the point of view 

of the Negroes In the delegation from Mississippi, it was not the best thing. 

I mean for them It was a question of a right to vote, pure and simple, and the 

only way that they couldm help their case and the right to vote was for them 

to get recognized by the Freedom Democratic Party·· I mean, by the national 

Democratic Party. And that' s what they were golng for, recognition, and 

the expluslon of the others. Because if they were recognized, that would mean 
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that Johnaon would have to register Negroea in Missiaslppi because be bad 

kicked out the others. If he was golng to have a political base In Mlsslssippl 

he would have to register Negroes. That was eight months before Selma. 

We dldn't know that people were golng to get reglatered ln the next three or 

tour years at that point. At the end of the conVVlltion when we went baclc to 

Mtsslsslppl and we had no ldea whether Negroes would be able to vote, how 

long It would take. We were no closer to It at the end of that convention than 

we were 1n 1961, to a sense. ln the sense of the abtllty of the Negro ln any 

part of Mlsalsslppl being able to actually register. 

And it was only about two or three months later-- It was only, actually, 

after the election that you began to get when all the stares went Republican, 

that Johnson started talking about voting legislation. And then Selma and 

that sparked it. 


