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"A Ref'Lccti ve Look"

JULI1JJ'S C.-.MPAIGN

(My- thinking ••.)

I approached the campaign with some misglVlngs and ambivilence
based on a sorious question I had about anyone being able to function effectively
in the state legislature without the support of the "establishment". I will
confess that I was also worried about the corrupting influence of politics in
general. I felt, and I still f'ceL, the threat that Amcra can "politics" has on
people who "play the game't-s-youknow, like touch (politics) and be tainted.

On the other hand, I felt that Julian on the floor of the Georgia
State Legislature would, by virtue of the fact that he was a young, black Snick
worker, inherently focus attention on the politics that he articulated. In
Julian's politics, I have faith, so in the end, I based my decision to work on
knowing Julian.

Most peop.l,e on staff say tho cities are hardest to organize.
They tend to be "too apathetic". We don't know yet what can top and sustain
the energies of the people locked up in the city ghettoes.

What is clearest to me in the cities, is that the politics that
runs things is out of tho hands (read in control) of the people who need to use
it most. (People can enter into politics, e.g. VR and voting, but they can't
control it.)

Julian's campaign then, w~s a chance for me (personal interest)
to explore the possibilities of people being ablG to use the politics that exist.
Within the confines of today's "political realities", I don't think we've (SNCC)
ever had such a real opportunity before.

It was good for me to get into the routine of canvassing again
(not done since Mississippi summer project). Just knocking on doors and talking
very specifically about a community, its problems and some of the things that
might be done about them. That was good.
1J>1E FOUND

.. ---. -We often rema.rked during the campaign, that if you went off Hunter
Street, YC)U would never know t her-e was a campaign going on. So true ~ Politicians
simply don't approach people in any r<:3alsense with their politics. ( Politically,
that is not realistic.) Our approach was exactly different. We wanted people
to use their own pc.Li.t i.cs, ~\le had a tool for them to use--Julian.

Like most communities, the 136th District has been ripped and torn
apart. Julian was/is like a sewing needle. Using him, we hoped the District
could begin to sew itself t.oget.her aga.i.n , Probably other kinds of needles ,-;,re
needed. But this beginning was worth .i.nd i cat.Lng,

State Legislatures ere a mystery. 'rlhat we know about them
generally, is that a group of people sit up there and do something or other--
that is called po.lLtLcs , \AJh:Lch .i s, in reality, outside of the day to day cori-
cor-ns of tho majority of people since they don't understand it. It is important
to understand that, during the campaign, Julinn was SEEN and KNOWN. End then, the
mysterious political 'iur-or e around at Least one state legislator to be, People
voted for someone they knew and felt cornf'or-t.ab.Le with. Very important; a politician
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who took the time to walk streets, knock on doors and know pGopl:-;;C1.politician.
who was not threatened by_a constitu8n~ that was organized ar-ound issues and not
the politician. An operating philosophy of ours WJ.Sthat if hard work can win a
campaign, then we sure as Hell intended to wi.n,

I think that Li.ter-aLl.y 100%of the people I canvassed had never
had anyone come to their house, sit dO\-lnand soriously talk to them about their
community. Certainly not a political campaign worker or candidate, suggesting
that a community had to ad as a communi.t.y if thoywanted to talk about and
make relevant politics. Imagine a politician suggesting that he wasn't tho most
relevant thing in po.Li.td cs l Imagine that politician wi.nni.ng I Think if that
can be sustained and extended.

Host of the time, while working on the campa i.gn, i-Jeworo wearing
shirts (ironed), tics, and slacks. Every now and then, a suit. 'I'his , apparently,
is not respectable by somo Snick standards. Several Snick fold make judgements
about the campaign based on our appearance. We were wearing tics; thefore, we
must have" sold-outl'to play tho political game. (Or we were playing the poli-
tical game; therfore, we must have sold-out to wear ties.)

The usual articulation was that, these people in the 136th District,
are not free. They are a l.L bound up in the orientation to material and surface
.i.ncLevanci.es , You campe.i.gnworkers are pcr-pet.uat i.ng t.hat by wearing ties and
things (symbol of the decadent middle class value). I agree only that the ties
and things are irrelevant to me. But I am conscious of the fact that it is not
entirely irrelevant to a lot of people. My judGement was t.h.rt by adopting the
standard of neatness helped not raise tho irrelevant qU8stion of dress at all
among the people we were working with and helped gain us immediate focus on
non-relevant issues. It is said t hat some SNCCpeople judged the campai.gn by
making the same kinds of sur f'ace as sumpt.Lons which focus on the exteraneous and
irrelevant, that we are allegedly freedom fighting rtgainst in socioty.

\

I think that what a lot of people in th~ .'.tlanta office m~n when
they say that they "want to go out to the field" is that they want to par-tLci.pat.e
in or be on the, same or some big action and not so much the day to day grubby work.

\
THECflMP;\IGNPOLITTCS

li'Je wero t.?kon very seriously. First in the nei.ghbor-hoods, W8re
like in the rural, peop.l.c judged us by 'd~,1.t they Se'\->[ us doing in r-e.Iati.on to what
'oNe said we hoped to do and sac happen. Wewor-e honest. and cons i st.ent., He got
support from the neighborhoods. House mGGtings were held.

I
vfe did not need the Nesrn c:em·:Jcratic mach.i.ne in terms of the

politics vt: VICCO ors,c-nizir.g> vrh.i.ch l;Jfl.G l)(,litics that did not belong to poLit i ci.an s
for which meant. that \-fe were taken seriously by this macrri.no because if we won,
we couldn't be ccntrollcd by them whi.ch seriously t.hr-oat.cns the operation of
this machine. Especi al.Iy, if VJhr't 1rJO do cat ch.s on and extends itself. Leroy
Johnson (Negro State Senator) want.s II poli t.Lci.ans" th?t he C2.ncont.roL and use for
his political ends. (:~nyway, We "~,,t .invi.t.cd tn democratic Luncheons and things--
I aIways left still hun<-~r;\r!)
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POLITICAL POTENTIAL

I want to repeat that last sentence: If Negro' politics in Georgia
·is still new enough and'open enough for Negroes to force a whole new concept
of what politics Ls'!, not to mention other deep south states. Immediately
after it became clear that Julian had won, I thought that we (SNCC) could
have pulled off the same thing in all of the Districts where Negroes had won.
There were districts in Georgia where nabody even bothered to qualify. I guess
these seats are still open. What that could mean is that the issues and questions
that are raised in communities as a result of our work, could be amplified
the floor of the Georgia House booking commun lti es together on common issues.
Imagine, ten SNCC guys in the Georgia house commi.tt ed to organizing their districts
to using the seats in the House to meet community needs defined by the cornmunity.

I think what 'olewill increasingly find, especially in the bur-ban
south, are chances to exp.Ior-eiJIlericanpolitics and the ways it can be shaped
~ it can at all) to meet our needs. This can me sh and hook up with the radical
forms of our own (like FDP) that we are developing.

Admi.t.tcdl.y , there are dangers inherent in this exploration.
(e.g. pressure of traditional politics, isolG.tion, the fact that some people
will be corrupted). However, I am fascinated with the idea of communities moving
in and out of traditional American political forms. It implies a creation of
instabability of these political forms, created by people whose needs are not
be irigand probably wi.Ll, not be met by these forms anyway. I think it is to
our advantage to have oppressive government unstable. They have to release
some of their control to steady themselves, or they try and steady themselves
by fighting control which heightons the potential for rebellion.

It is a fact now that Julian is the democratic nominee for the
Georgia house f'r-om the lJ6th District. More than likely he will be elected on
June 16~h. I think that SNCC needs to conunit itself to an all-out effort to
get an overWhelming turnout for this election. For the one thing that charac-
terizes all comment on this election is the expected poor burnout and interest.

tie need to disprove "voter apathy" which really is election
irr.elevancy. The concept we need to focus a.ttention on is that of people's
right to shape and usa politics. If that can happen in anyone district in
Georgia (or anywhere) it poses a threat to current politics all over. In
effect, it means that our political campaign does not end in June 16th
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AN INTERESTING NOTE:

Julian! s opponent Has a minister. I think this was the first
time since I've been South, that I've seen a large reaction against the am-
bitions of a minister. Apparently, people just draVi the line at having a
minister oV8rly involved in "political decision makingll. "I ain't havin! no
damn preacher up there". Haybe it hints at a general aHareness of their
exploitation by ministers. Anyway, I think it helped us that Bill Creacy
was a preacher.

V-IhatI learned mostly from the campaign was , that in the final
analysis, organizing in the urbill1is the s~.e (though the specifics 0f Hhy
might be different). '0Jhatpeople need--all over!--:Ls s omcthi.ng they can grab
hold to, or build; that is their own. Even if it's just their individual life.
So Mrs. Williams now want s a Freedom school and Hrs, Bolden wants action. The
Broad Umbrella was Julian's campaign Hhich was ours (our idea) but there is
no reason why it can't be taken over by the conmun i.t.y that makes up the l36th
house district to be shaped and rc-shaped by them and made theirs by them
and what they dol

I found that my own fears about controlling people or manipu-
lating them blurred in t.he give and take dialogue (whi.ch implies give and take
of decision making and ideas) with the community;within the context of .Iul.i.an ' s
campaign, at least, I Has part of that c orrsnun i.t.y ,

CC:/mam


