
TO: Mr. Richard Haley, CORE Southern Director; Mr. James T. McCain, Director of 
Organization. 

From: Spiver w. Gordon, Field Director, CORE - FlDrida 

Date: April 30, 1965 

Subject: Field Report for period April 15 - 30, 1965 

The N. F. C. E. P. - CORE directed its attention to two areas of concentration. The 
The first was having conferences with county officials with regard to hospitals and 
recreational facilities. The secon~~1J~ealt with a 9th Congressional district 
workshop. The finishing touches are~n~ the close of this report. 

GADSDEN COUNTY HOSPITAL 

On April 28, 1965, Staff members of CORE went in to have a talk with the hospital 
admiBistration in regard to their policy of compliance with Title IV of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. We discussed the following: (1) patient assignments, (2) 
personnel and staff with regards to promotions, (3) duties and the lunch room 
facilities. To all inquirtes, we got positive answers. Since our visit, we have 
had several reports of people being dismissed, who had been told either by docto~ 
or hospital officials tha~ they shoul d be in a hospital. It is our feeling that 
these people (hospital) are afraid taat s ome Negroes will request tbaaafer to the 
so-called whit~rd or these is a concern to keep the Negro ward as lea~ crowded 
as possible , as so to maintain segregation. "Ne are investigating these reports and 
hopefully we will arrive at positive approach, after we have had an oppottunityto 
see whats the story. 

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

A le~ter has been sent to all cities in the Nineth Congressional District with 
regards to recreation facilities and their compliance with the Civil Rights Law. 
Following our visit to the hospital and our letter demanding that all reoreational 
facilities be open to all persons. The City Commissioners of Quincy called in a 
delegation of Negroes of the city to discuss in their words City improvement, which 
lated ammunted to: (1) The hospttal being open on a voluntary basic, (2) the only 
two Negro policemen be given a car to patrol, instead of walking a 500 ft. beat 
up and do<~ Adam Street, or"Colored Street", (3) Recreational facilities be open 
on a trail basis. Although CORE had approached t he City officials about these 
changes, we were not i vi tid to this specl.al meeting. H0wever, we were well . 
represented by Rev. Crutcher, who in no uncertain term demanded t hat the wwimming 
pool be open to a ll this summer. Stai'f feels t hat if we can paddle_ )he Ci ty officials 
i n making changes , we don ' t care :i t h wh~s long as they ~ make~ 

SCHOOL DESEGREGATION ~ ~ tt. ~ 
Jefferson County has be~n the target of protests for the past week. ~v~ber of 
citiz'3ns v;ent t o the superintenden-t's office to find out why t hey hadt- seen or heard 
of Jeff er son's plan to desegragateT the public school system. Their protest was 

_____ backed by the fact that one prior students and~rents requesting a transfer to 
come in and sign a transfer and pr eference card to whibh school they wieh to attend 
for the comming yaar, a joint pretest has been filed ~~a~nst the County school 
board bythe l ocal PTA and Cr:'RE • The compliant if: e~&i in this report. Also 
the Jefferson County Voter Group has had a litt le difficulty with some of its 
executive members and their re)ataonship with CORE Task force workers. It seems 
that one or two members are only interested in getting folks registered and nothing 
else. The matter was settled by the whole aody at a general election and the whole 
body voting in favor of CORE's program in Jefferson County. There is a move at this 
point to get rid of the principal of Howard Acad~ which is one of the leaders of 
an Anti-CORE program. it is our feeling that we shall not be moved for a long time. 

VOTERS REGISTRATION 

VR has been very, very slow for the past t wo weeks due mainly to a lack of funds to 
properly run the project. For instances, the lights at the Freedom H0 use have been 
off for five days. 



•woRK SHOP PROGRAM 

For some time leaders in the Nineth Congr essional District have expressed a desire to 
have a joint meeting with all leaders in the district,ia> staff decided to try and 
get folk together from all areas in the 9th District. A work shop was chosen to be 
the main issue of ~dussion. The followi ng areas were chosen: (1) Anti-Poverty, 
(2) Civil Right Law and Civil Rights movement, Community invelvement, and organiza~on 
(I) Legal problems, and (5) Equal job opportunity and federal programs ... Il:t)us:W" If.:" 
nothing else is accomplished for these workshop, theSe community leaders will get 
a chance to a~ least meet each other and share their problems togetheDT Several of 
these counties have power to be very successful counties a nd ye have noeived co:mrntlt-
ments from all areas contached to be present. Enclosed is t he outline of the prog~. 

POLICE HARRASSIAENT AND INTIMIDATION 

Quincy, Florida; seve ~al staff members have been stopped and given citations for 
minor t hings on vehicle. Sidney Daniels was arrested on a sppeding charge and fined 
$35.00. Johnny Watson was called in and questioned. Later found to be ~v.ng person, 
when he refused t o gox to the city hall. Ralph Fritz was arrested and charged with 
possession of obsecene Literature, later released when court trail proved that he only 
had a lett t r received from a friend with a few cnmae words in it. A more det ail report 
is enclosed. Monticello, Florida; David Dukes has been followed by chief of police 
and new shetiff deputy. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

(1) The following persons be added to reqular Task Force: (1) Johnny Lee Watson 
(2) Cassandra Williams and (3) Smith, Phillip 

02.) Need I say we need money. We have a telephone bill -for $80.00, which must be 
paid bythe l Oth of this month or service will be cut off. We have about half of it. 
We owe t wo months rent on onr office - $75.00. 

(3) XIIJXX Try and get Je~e Smith here or someone f~om the Southern Office for 
the work shop on May 8, 1965. 

Voter Registration Situation 
Counties Contacted Registered 

Leon 30 15 

Jefferson 60 35 

Madison 65 10 

Gads de~ 100 20 

Liberty 32 12 
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