CORE SOUTHERE OFFICE

2209 Dryades Street
¥ew Orleans, Ioulsiana 70113

February 22, 1965

Mr, George Raymomd
538 lLuts Straet

Canton, Mississippi
Dear Gesrge,

The Canton projeot report gensrated in me a feellng of which I bave not often
been accnsed=--humility. It is the latest of a series of true-to-life stories
from Canton, stretchi oz back to those early daye when you were & lone figure racing
up and down the Missiesippl countryside to teet 2 library or hold a meeting or
challenge & registrar or go to jall, 1 am strocke-—hence the humility-—-by the
continued determination and a gzressivenses of the people we are fortunate enough
to have on the staff, Parsoansll has changed a dosen times but Lt seems that each
one who leaves, leaves bshind him some of the best parts of himself to be taken
ap by the one who succeeds him,

-+

So much for senbimentality. I note that soms| named Gregs Finger will be Joln-
ing the staff, bringing a car, As a matter of record, please include "vital statis=-
tice" about the cAre--perisl mmber, motor mo,, license po,, make and model., Also
1list other cars used on thé project in the same way (You've probably done this a
dosen times beforej one mors time, plesase,) Also includs the numbers and locations
of all gasoline credit cards preseatly ln use, It 18 planned to send out new cards,
using a new system, about March 1; the firet step in this procedure is to know where
all ecards are so they may be collected nnd voided,

It is vory lmportant that you contime to keep regular and complete financial
records; equally important that you incluode such & record ln the report you send here,
Since ons was not included in the FPebrumry Bth project repewt, please include & com-
prehensive record in the February 25th report.

At & meating with representatives of the lMational Sharecrogpers Fund recently,
I met Art Emsry, He works in Fayette Couhfy, Tennsesss and le a "bug® on co-opara-
tive enterprise, ¥He says the Negro farmers there 2lready are operating a Diessl
oil (I believs)co-op, 8nd it sceme that this has been brought about largely through
his efforts, I believe he would be able to revive interest in the Madison County
co-pp if you f:sl it is worth the effort. I'1l wait %o hear from you on this,

Judy Nusbaom 1!511: knowlng if her infornation sheets on federal programs, ebb.
have any utility in your program, I'm interestad, too, bscause this is =n item
which was given high priority at some of our early conferences last fall, I'd like
your eomments on this,

In regard to summer progras, it was reported to the last MAC meeting that
this is ®till in the developmental stags in Misslasippl, growing out of community
meetings and group discussions, with staff taxing as limited a rols as possible,
Accordingly it would be prematurs %o presant a'Mississippl summer program"at this
point, However, this doas not relieve the staff of the responsiblility of planning



Juat how best ite time 18 to be epant in the futurs., If, for instance, it
gseemed that nov would be & good time for any commnity to "try Lts own winge",
then that staff conld de moved to some otherpplace. If staff should remain,
then 1t shonld be determinsd just how to be most affsctive, Plesase be as
specific as possibls on this matter in your next report.

I'm assuming that you sand a copy of sach such report to Dick Jewatt,
If you're not, the fanlt is minej I don't thing I ever made that point clear,
Fleass do 8o in ths future,

Partinent points will be extracted from your reports for bnclusion in &
regular release from this office to all the projects; maybe we sach can learn
something from the others of us,

Binearely,

RMobard Haley
COHE Southern Director
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