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uITICAL • ••: The Fresd^.. Vote 

The MPhP at tempted to _,st t he names of Mrs, A v ine , Mrs. V i c t o r i a 
i'ay, and Mrs. Eannie Lou Easier and AAron Henry placed on the o f f i c i a l "aailot of 

the s t a t e of M i s s i s s i p p i to run fo r eoagrsMVomn saA s e c t o r on oa i, ^nt 
t i c e t . The at tempt f a i l e d , so t h e Hat,ro hau. no way to express himself .about 
whom he wanted t o r ©present h i a . So the Mf'hP decided tha t tiioy would have a 
M4h freedom ©lect i m t h a t v-ould take p l ace October )0, j l , tov. i , 2 . In 
Madison County the rep, e s a n t a t i v o s of MFD? accepted the freedom v o t e . They 

I t o t h e r and s e t up p s l l i a g p l ace s a l l over t h e c a n i t y , in the emu- h s , 
towl, . rocery s t o r e s , and o the r places of b u s i n e s s . However, the uaaber of 
votes cas t MM cons iderab ly l e s s than In t h e previous freedom vo le . The major i ty 
opiolon of the Canton s t a f f on the reasons for t h i s was t h a t M& ©n./ugh p o l i t i c a l 
educat ion was involved and the p—pis coaid not "be impressed hy the s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of what they ware doing because they wer* | i v a n no chance to understand i t . 
I n >ther words, tho emphasis was too much on ,a-ttiot„, as many s i g n a t u r e s a s 
p o s s i b l e i n almost any way p o s s i b l e . Sot only d la t h i s prove I n e f f e s t i v e on 
the peop le , hu t a l s o demoral is ing for the s t a f f . 

POLITICAL •- tjftj The S n o r e s s l o n a l Challen; | 

Af ter d i scuss ing t h e m g i m l o s a l chal lenge wi th some people from around 
the s t a t e and with o f f i c i a l s of the FBP, i t was decloed t h a t we would a t tempt to 

t 1000 I * roes to go to Washington t h e day the bgin l i m , r m :>p.ned, when( 

Mrs. Devine of the MHl Congressional d i s t r i c t , Mrs. hannie Lou Hamer, Mrs. ' i c t o r i a 
Gray of the 5th an r e s s i o n a l ^ i s t r i e t would challon,,.. the f ive congressmen 
e l e c t e d in M i s s i s s i p p i . In deciciin t h i s i t MM sa id t h a t we would -o boc i n t o 
our l o c a l eammaoities and exp la in the chal lenge to the peop le , and at tempt to g t 
them to raise , t h e i r own raoney and means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

The pro ram was expla ined to the people and wi th in the t h r e e month per iod 
the people of Madison ^oanty r a i s e d h money to r e n t a has for $U5G(but the 
bus broke down before i t pot MR) of the s t a t e ) . There was enough M a t y l".ft over 
for gas expensss . About f i f t y people went from Madison Go n ty , M i s s i s s i p p i . 

Depos i t ions tan a l s o a pa^ t of t h e congress ional cha l l enge , and v h l l s t h i s 
i s b e i n w r i t t e n lawyers a r e busy t a l U a , to wi tnesses who w i l l ^ ive open t e s t i 
mony in r e l a t i o n s h i p to oeflm denied tho r i . ,h t to v o t a , p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y , e t c . 
These people w i l l t e s t i f y in support of t h e th roe FDP c a : P i d a t e s . This test imony 
w i l l ss iv»n J a n . 25 , 1962. 

POLITICAL P'o- KAhSs community or a n i s a t i o n 

The s t a f f In Madis-n bounty a r e i n the process of a continuous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
program. The method they a r e usin : i s s e t t i n g up house m s-tia s , choreh meetin s , 
p r s c i n t . t i n s , t t S , wi th the so le purpose of oople to t a l Bloat 
l o c a l pr jb loms, the i 'terns, and anythin_ they would l i :s t o t a l - about in 

I t h a t somehow they can see t h a t t h e i r va r ious \ a a r e somewhat r e l a t e d 
and t h a t as oa l l y the s o l u t i o n s Gan be obta ined with s i m i l a r methods. We a r e r e a l l y 
t r y i n to ga t a pro- r a s davol ..ped with the liiwa m H j sayio, : exac t ly what i t w i l l h e . 
Th i s w i l l ^.rovii.a the wi th the f e s l t a j o f " I plannod t h i s and I'm . i n , to v..-r 
t o see whether t h i s program succeeas or f a i l s . To* s e e , w* f I m t a l i ru to the 



— Pa* * 
local pami i asfi | a tha ataff tha t pMfi* »r« a t*a l of paa i t i Nl&taa Haas atjal 
to do, 'sftisaass IMfl has latjiaiail a l l t a a i r U f a . Hi f l a t t h a t ia Kaalaaa ftiiiagfcji 
a t th i s : s i a t **© aaat ha aavlaa*y wiHiaa* a yraaals 

a XSJ& ^MSlim. 

I s ml mm l a C*a*oa liasaaa ahlaf&r aaaaaaa-'il v i t a 
avratisaa far tho s l a t t l o a t , aaaaa | »aya i> t l r a i war*- i n i t i a l l y fcawaHaat 

a f t - ' ta t i -a i i a i t ^ t i o a a . flat Waal jaa *? gala t i e fgrffl aaatiaa^aa* mmm 
aaa ba l lo t s waa anffaft V aaaaa s ta f f aarfcara vara aaaaai ta a t t a a i tha • a a l L l j l 

a t %tei©h e a t a* a n * to aav# a#«a aaaaa) afa ^ iaa l l jv taoa.to, mr* 
aarc raat . I ^s HI aaat } «i«et ios data i f a a«ay*r the a a t i r a **«ts& 
ataff l a aa I i with layr a* uiaatai i t — a t a i t l t a a a i aaaaa ~f i t r a t&aa* 

s taf f a a i a a n aaaa* taaa «&aa of has I eos® a i t i a a ia t a t i i a a w«aaty << 
••*a hy taa aS3l) a a i tagaa »jga la ta taa caa$ai . a* 

aa taa i of at illnaaa theae U a a a i t aa a ta f f aaraar aaataata a fa* 
• a i t y lsaaara M l a jaa t a s a a i deal fa t i a a aafeiag aare that laay aaaaratooi 

tha aahtag praeoiara (vhisfe taaa&vai writa*4aa)* tha aa tara af taa A$m asa tha 
at that a a ta taaa la th* a taa t iaa could aaaa. tha aaaaaaaaf iaadara la t a r a 

a to atigaalaa alaaYaaaal taaaa aaaaj tha t r ast^ahara i a apr-ad taa ^ r d afe«wt 
tha a&aat iaaaa i to gat y*«y&a aaMta ta t at gaaag aa the aaUat aaaa % i-fcaff aai 
aa t freqnsatiy with tha t* aaaatttatag t ' t a a i M aloa a t t a a i ad aaaa* aaa t lagi aaaaa 
tha - -aaaaity laa4#«* aa l l aa , fa* a taf f t r i ed l a aaat c*se# aa aat 

aiy um iNaaaaraa aataaaa* 
la 

m a nmwiH af ta t a a ^ r a a a h hat hu-s to aaaa***^ aaa f i r s t aaar t af aaaaaial 
»g*o vat*r iMMatal laahai aaatag aaaa aaa ataff had a*$aatai l a 

aaaaaa&ttaa* aa***ay fey aaa u»«* Hai polls latatsi - ataav & ay* --ta, aavaaal 
yjqpaisal tfera*taf aa* l a ary and tagaaMaala lastaaaafl af aataag a a l a aagi&aai of 

- f a l l vatlse: r ight* — fe^% »m» hm& %n?m& * tue algtaag a c oae 
auaity »aattla i <aaUraaa aaa saaatat ay a alaader aargia* 

Haaa t h a aarlaaa aaaaaat af yr&t»at ft»v« aaaa taafl t l aa f i i - 4 a payatt of th» 
• taa l l a t l a l a a t i a a amd vlaaaaaa with th. t aaa •arnlhif v i t h t h a 

aai ^ a a t l l l a t a ftaaat 15 U l a H 04aj4*i*s* • • tha l r aaa to tha a t a t a 
I ea«aitaaa mm, aaaat 1 a»** haaaiagt aafara tha t aaaaataaai aH l a a i l U af taa 

aaasl a?a 'ftffevora*la. So ho»* vha aid aat ha*«j feaaria © raaaiaa t I 
that bvarta. a war® laaastaaarf b*caaaa tft«ir ^ot-as fea4 aaaa l a S a t l g m a t M datexaiaad 
val id afaaa a i l , l a aaaa aaaat a aai&aaahaa t t aa a a i a©«« eaaahga ataaamaf iwlfal 
th* aaaat faaaa4 i s af awayiaiat* I t gasaa, aaawtaaa ***•* 
thara a re aa praaaac- a t l aa , acd *a vara la fa^a taa l 
aagj^aj l a *-3»* aaafaaia ' . >rtai aa aaar t iaa 

• , I at&aa of farfe^ra to S^«r«tary i f ar» 
, . >: ;o- . : * ty. • - :.i •• - r o, go, aat l aaaa l i t i l i a U haaa« 

whaa Hiateaaa oaiioe to aay aaa arty aad aa aaUai had aat am» 
n h . . | aaaht aga i a ^ liaNatt • f l aa i ly • ;-d, Kaay Mama aaaa 

Lth * t M e I r a f f iaavi ta aa i raparta (af f idavi ta , iaatda?taally, 
ajra t t i l l ooais.- la) »M thaws fe :tayaaai l e i a l raaahatnti 

"»hlc&, % . taats * a t t a i fill sver t. v*i 
s t a t - a , h p ; f - l l y taa*am i . -^».a*a amii - ia ta . 

a t yraaaat tha^s i t ac» oa* la dm aa f*d.#rai taa aaaa aai « *Ma 
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is unfortunate not only hocans© of all the untapped potential in this area, out alao 
hecaase II tS laiag pr ducts of past war: are aelng neglected. The most 
aerioua neglect is of the farmers League aad the %diaon County Coop, taa first, 
which haa heen the most dynamic local organisation Madison ftaaaty Fegroea have 
ever seen, Is slowly settling Into stagnation; the second is oa the verge of losiag 
its charter for want of a huelnesa sana. er or someane with a lot of time to spend 
and a lot of experience and technical scaowled e to h&c him up. 

Maditen bounty per iodical ly receives lar_,e shipmonts of clothing aad food 
froa northern supporters. Theae are s pplsaented, too, hy small soxes which 
frequently come in tho s a i l from various individuals.. Daaaalaaally, too, taa 
aaaaty receives part of the shipments which are aent into aaahaaa C JP . There i s 
ao question ahout th© need which such aa] l i s can pa r t i a l l y f i l l . But there la an 
overwhalsiisg., question ahout how tha] should he dletrihotefi . The Saataa s taff 
unanimously a aaat th-^t d i s t r ibu t ion from here sn aat aaat fee the responsibi l i ty 
of the local •aaaiialty< aat saly oc-cause tha I a e iasuff iceint staff *or ers and 
f a c i l i t i s to handle i t , hut also tsaaaJe the freedom House should not "b.come a 
symhol of do-gooder- ive-awaye. We havo hegun conversations with local people and 
are planaia a moetin;. In the immediate future to fotaala ta a couaty-vi&a welfare 
pro roa. We ant ic iap te that aeveral la rge prohlems wil l i av t l aa i one wi l l 
conceriT'the places of storage and d i s t r ibu t ion , aaaa of which the staff wants in 
the a i c l n i t y of Freedom House; a e t h e r , very touchy i a wi l l concern the merits 
and disadvantages of us in.. sletfc to "encourage* aaaBae to ta a pa t 
in the move-meat, a lataaa* the solutions and f inal decis ens, th i s i s a pressing issue 
which the staff i s determined to aaa resolved soon. 

f O f l l -..-

sa organised approach to vot l a t i a t l a a has heen t r i ed since the end of 
the aaa at aajaat* This i s mostly hecauae ener-les have heen channelled into the 
ITFDP pro rams, tho AS 2 l i e e t i a a s , and, most recent ly, the s t a f f ' s work on ,.ra$a 
ooots aaaaaalty organization. In one commandty where a s taff worker has "been l i v l ag 
for ahout a month, holdlag saa l l " t a par t iea" , discussions a l i a the local poople 
a l o c a l l y - i n i t i a t e d , locally-planned voter reg i s t ra t ion sampai a i s ta.'in.. aaa ; 
/ >thi 'amfttta, no reedom days ( the poople have expli .it | ty veto oh them, In f a c t ) , 
.just a f ew people a aaaa ..oic • o the ^ourt House and perhaps ( th is i s s t i l l in the 
discussion ata e) the setl aparatory aat shops. Here, the ataff 
ha l l eves, i s an example (and there a 9 others) of how the local people aaa s e . s . 
and meet t he i r own aaada in the i r own ways, fully uaderata ! r e 
:- aaat and why I t ' s important — a pic ture far preferaal© to t ha t of s taff aarharv 
t e l l i n g them what 11 for th leading them th 

thea a chance to grasp the- nature and significance af what i s feH ig. 

I g, 

opt around ASCS aaaattea time the frequency and degree of harassment have 
iiaaaai off ca-sidcrably, Martha \ r.l Jit did spend a day in jail earing the freedoa 
vote. She was picked ay for "distrloutin. leaflets without a permit,* hut her case 
was dismissed on the rounns that it ai • her first affaata (i . a the 
prosec • ' it t: be her 2nd oTfease — she has a trial in the 
federal courts aa the same char,-,© from this summer). Around the sa- . %11 
Farsyt was piven a traffic tiekat for Illegal per on when his jeep stalled . 
hia; he pleaded Hty, aaa his own defense, and won the casei The aa 
day Geor e Raymond was jailed for iaterferin with an officer when he pull 
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t a t a t what Rati of t roaa la K U was h»na&, » • aft** haa aaaa raaa*at to t®& rr*l 
court* 

at aaaaaa tha ASQS aaaat laa t a loca l oanaaaaar, Mr. Claayava laaaaatti «&a 
ahot at fraa a saaaiag ear while aa. tatm a oaaatry road. H« waa agataaaaaa 
Alao, faa laaaay, also waa aaar i laa t lag the eUa t l a aa , raealvai Z H l a g l l t r a f f i c 
t l s -eta ia II W o r e the < a* l a oaa laataaaa j a l l a * a a U a i Ma 
out af t aaa to aaaagp him v i t a aasa i lec , w«a though ha aag iri--lag 5 all-/* aatar 
tha . day, t yafftaat mm a r r - t t a i J& ohargaa af "a la tu r l l ag 
tha paaaa i a a pal l ia >laoa t* •atgatHff* a poll-® i f f laaa , 1 »ad • traayaaaln. . . -

fhraa eaa#a lavs sow h-aa raaavad to fedaral aaaat* *h« t »arta* ^eafcg* Baywsa&a, 
t r t a i l j , •ftffiaall* a l t y , f laai t l # , 8a aaa aa* aypaalai tha 

Mao oa aaaaah'i v ica had hia ./aa haahaa ay a aaa l l aah a t one of taa 
sa Crawford was thraa taaai a t fc ,t a t ftaaahart S*it 

Orr w«s h i t ia th I t a t aath aavai rece ive! thraata a t tha s»*~i%: 
ylaaa ahara h# *ar'taa« aat taay d idn ' t materialise* *laa« a t laaat ©as voter aaa 
thraatwaei with a r@at 11 tha *-*.,re oaai ioata , 

&lfsee th a ba l lo t bm t e a t ft: eg la te tha a 'a* I f tha 
ahiaf aanvmaaa a* Mr. laXtna Hahat* a«d a -phon«* ea l l ta fraaiaa &&m* report 
th* Nattta* af Vat taaeaaafal aagva alaalaata w*a wa*a« hat i t taraaa out la ha 

2L. - gl....,..-- * 
Tha 1 ty heater l a haata& ia a laas l a a i haa l#*a cleaed for a t e a ! te 

aaatha* t h e at*.-f aat «*d f a i t that i t w«a aaat to aloaa tha aar.4, . t that 
t l a a . Martha k a a i Jo Aaa "siaaa w*i-> saara da i ly . B^ae af th© 

llama they sneovuaterad --era aha I mm af tha yauo . •* , .. ar« th* 
aat aat a *«**«»>* «sr ffeila, aaa f 

a with local yaay&a and s taff paa*la9 I t aaa a a th* 
y way t i e aaeataatty castor wool i oi aat: 

i tha P spl* taaaaalv.a . ly alowia. a iiaaira for i t , aat a l s tat 
of - t . *ad thi faM/t*aa th* aaaa ia Qaati . 
Tha eaatat w«a »*r«ly • thay • va<Uaeaa aad s t e a l 
what they , «fa»# t.- Ida w»o need the l l l t a 
1 fa* y pi® and aavazal m inlty 1 i ara prsaantly diaoaeas 
what aha Id l a done oast , Taa ataff l a any!a* t h t ahair i aa ia lua a i U c a l l : 
aaat l aaami t f involvement* 


