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T4 OCANION CORE, JANUARY, 1965
CANTON, MISSISSIFPI
GRONGE BAYMOND, DIHBCTOE

The MFIP attompted to cot the names of Mre, Annle Zvine, Mre, Victoria
Sray, and Krs, Paanie Lou Hamer and AAron Heary placed oa the officisl ballet of
the state of Mississlppl $o ruan for congresswomen and ssseber oan aa isdepundent
ticket, The attempt failed, oo the Hagro had no way to express himself.sbout
whom he wanted tor epresent him, So the NFIF decided that thay vould have a
Madison Oounty the representatives of MFIP agcepted the freecdom vote., They
got together and set ap po.ling places All over the county, ia the chwrches,
homee, .rocery stores, and other places of business, However, the auwmber of
votes cast wns considerably lees than in the previcus freedom wote. The majority
oplalon of the Canton staff on wng
education was lavolved nad the psople could mot be Llmpressed by the slgnificance
of what they were dolng b ven no chance to understand Lt,
In other worde, the omphasis was too much on getting a8 many sigmatures as
possidle in almost any way possidle, Nob prov
the people, dut also demoralising for the staff,
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After discussing the con resslonal challenge with some people from aroand
the stnte and vith officials of the FIP, 1t was decided that we would attempt to
cet 1000 Ne.roes to go to Washington the day the 8%th Congress opened, whean,
Mre, Devine of the ith Coacressional Dietrict, Mre, Maanie lou Hamer, Nrs, Aictoria
Gray of the 5th onsresslonal “istrict would challenge the five congressaen
elected in Missiesippi. Ia decldin: this it was sald that we would yo bee: iate
our local commnnities nnd explain the e¢hallenge to the people, and attempt %o g%
them to ralse thelr owa money And means of transportation,

The pro ram WaS ined %o the pecple and within the three month peried
the people of Madison y raised enongh money to rent & bus for $450(bub the
bus broke dowa bafore it got cut of the state), There was enough money left over
for p58 exponses, About Tifty pecple weat from Madlison County, Missiesippi,

Dajositions are also & part of the congressiomal challenge, and vhils this
is beln: writtea lawyers are busy talking to witsnesces who will s ive opem besti-
mony in realationship to belhg denied the right to vota, police brutality, ete,
These peopls will testify in sugport of the thres FDP caudidates, This testimony
will be ,iven Jan, 25, 1962,

The staff in Madiscr County are in the process of & contimuous organizmtional
program. The method thay are usia; is setting wp houss mestinge, church msetin =,
precinct mastines, ete, with the mole purpome of petting people to tall about
lgeal problams, their problems, and saaything they would 1live to talc mbout in
hopes that fomchow they ear see that their various probleme are somavwhat related
and that usually the sclutions can be cbitmined with similsr methods. Weo are really
tryin: to get & program devaloped with the commonity sayin: exactly what it will be,
This will provide thez with tho feeling of®] plasnned this and I'm soing to work
to sse whather this progranm succseds or fails, You see, we fesl from tal ing toc the
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to do, bacauss this bas happened all thelr life. Ve feel that in Madison Counby

1seal pecple mad to the staff that pecjle Are tired of pecple talling them viag
at this poimt ve sust Yo ndvisery vithool & presmde pro.ram,

been drawn wp, “‘lmally, thoo b, cars
r ) slsction dagts dr w pnemrer the satire Caaton

worker® «are an-ble to sitend the mectiage
staff Yo an tu fumetlon with zuaprecodested coordimmtion and scses of dire-tloa,

on® for the ALCS slecticus, Theee preparetions were loitlally thwarted
The whols Job of getting Segro oasdldates' shacs

by traceportation lisltations,

Ia Sovesb:r FPederal Prograss la Caabua became chilefly comncermed with

at whigh candlaates® petiticms vero %o
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is nafortunate not only because of all the uatapped potential im this area, but also
becanse EX the promising products of pmat work are being neglected, The most
serious neglect L6 of the Farmere League and the Msdiscn Coumty Goop. Zhe firss,
which has been the most dysamic loeal orgnnisation Madison County Negroes have

ever soen, 1s alowly settling into stagaation; the second is on the verge of losing
Lts charter for waat of & boslases manacer or somsene with & lot of time to spend
and & lot of experience and technlcel kaswled o to bBacs him up.

Madison County pariodically receives large shipments of clothis: ssd food
from northern supporters, These are s pplemented, too, by small soxes which
frequently come ia tho msall from varions iadividuals, Jceasiomally, » the
connty recoives part of the shipments which are sent iato Jeckson ¢ , There ie
no question shout the nmsed which such sujp;lies can partially f1ll, 3ut there is aa
overwhelming question about how they should be distributed, The Canton staff
usanimously a,zrees thoat distrlbution from here on cut sust be the responsidility
of the local compunity, not only because there &re lnsufficeint stalf wor ere and
facilities to haadle it, but aleo beoctuse the Freedom Houwse should not bBecome &
sysbol of do-groder- ive-aways, Ve have Begua conversations with local people and
are plansia. o meeting in the immediate future to furmmlate a county-vide welfere
pro.rem, Ve asticlapts tbat several JArge prodblems will developt one will
concern the places of storage Aad dlstributica, noms of which the staff wants ia
the wlelnlty of Freedom Honse; ansther, very touchy cne will conmcera the merite
and dlsadvantages of asin; slothing and food to “emccurage® pecpla to t8ia pard
in the movameat, Whetever the scluticas and fisal decisicms, this ie & precsing iseue
which the staff is deterained to ®=¢ resolvasd soon,

YORER B OISTRATION

¥o orghnited approfch to votsr regietretion has been tried oince the ezd of
the sumnar projest. This is mostly beciuse sperciss bavs been chamnelled intc the
NFOP programe, the ASC sleotions, and, most recently, the staffis work on grass
-o0ts communlty organisation, Ia ome commumity vhere & stalf worker hae heen liviag
for about & month, holdins smnll "f a partieg", discuseions with the loeal peojple
a loo2lly-initinted, losally-planced voter regletration ga is taidn, simpey
nothing dramstic, no reedom daye (ths poople hawe explicd vetosd them, in fact),
Juet & fev pecple & week godn o the Court House and perbape (this ie e2till in the
diecusslion etnce) the sotting up of preposatory wor shops. MNars, the Caston efarf
bellaves, e An sxAsple (nnd there fre others) of how the local psople emn sensv
and neet thelr owa needs in thair ova wvaye, fully understasding what they're
sbout and vhy it's isportant — & plcturs far preferabls to that of staff workers
telling them what ie good for them and leading them Shrou h tha paces without even
giving them o chance to graap the nature and slgmfiocanss of what ie heppening,

JECIDEIE BEFOIR

Except ground ASCS election time ths frequensy ssd degree of haressment bave
dropped off corsidernbly. Martbe Wright dic epesd a day in )ai) during the freedom
vote, She was ploked up for "distributin, leaflets without & permit,” bul her case
vas dlsalesed on the .rounds that it wme her firet o'feasse (interesting, since the
prosoccetin: attovney vnew It te be her 2nd offonss -- shs hae a trial in the
federal courte on the semg eharge fron this summor). Around the same time
Torayt was given 4 traffle tletet for 1llegal poricing whan his Joep stalled on
him: he plaaded 9% suilty, wms his cwa defense, neod won the easc] The sans
day Goor e Haymond was Jailed for latarferlc with an officer when be pulled np
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