
I 

We•kJ7 lleport • Week ot October ~11 

111;/De DeLot.t - Federal Programa 

In ,.,. first WMk here most ot tbe work I did was invol.ved with getting 

u■ed to the en11PDmit.;r, the project,, and put activitiea. Geoerall¥ thie 

meant r-iading t,hrough all the til.ee on federal progr™, going to meet.i.Dge 

ot thl' Cbeb"'ll" ot Ccmmlerce, and ot tbe Famer'• Leegue. Jf,y report thia 

week will be a ■hort evaluation ot vhat I aav and what I think 1a worthwhile 

tor me to llOrlc on in c.nton. 

The Chamber of Ccmmleice/1• importent becauae it represents a fair amount of ~ 

that could be uaed to a.id more ot the local buainef11man. Thoee having the mone;r 

don't nece■■aril,y ~ it to be this ~ llithollt acae eubetantial gain 011 

their part, and therefore it 1a a trick;r operati011. ' The . Cbemb"'ll", without 

caretul direction will turn ~ an operation all.owing the rich tq get richer, 

and etfectiffly ■hut out the poorere aerchanta. This would ,be •he case if 

the wealthier aierchents got their ahopping center right awa;r. The probl• here 

1a tc/-intain ccotrol of the chaber b;r the average buaine■~; and to uae its 

unity am reaou.rces tor the vbol.e "CWD11ni+,;r. It 1a ,.,- !•el:lng t,bat the 

aabers are too politi~ naive to-• do this etfectivelJ' atf this time. 

However, aince this project h4,8 been started i t should be either tenainated 

or brought along qui~ with •~ meetiDCII • .. 

The ramer'• League 1a a much more encouraging enterpriae. The people themaelves 

••• to be able to band],. the organisatiOID, the politic s ot .it. Perhaps one 

differe nce is tbe tar.aers don 1t ae• to be in c<apetition with eachother in the 

same ~ buainNIIIII~ are. Another is the clear cut benefit s of having a 

tarmer 1a l eague. At any rat e, I t hink t he tamers se em ready to take over 

their own admini str at io n and pl anni ng whmever neceuary. 

The other material I worked wit h is more abstract. We have maey i'ile s on 

viC>latione in t he fiel d ot welfar e , s ocial s ecurity, unempl oyment, etc. 
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I think t hese files sllaul d be kept , any vio]ct,iona entered when heard 

about, and re ports sent to Washington constantly. This in itself does 

nothing illlllediately, except kee p a const ant pressure on Washingto n to put 

pr essure on the sta te admini stra t ion of these programs. l-leanwhile 1 stronser 

action can be taken on the local. level and t hrough legal SCIW'ces. Individual 

cases should be appealed thl'ou.gh proper local chamlels am if necessary thl'ou.gh 

Washington, and in clear cut 1Ilstances the OOFO legal 1taf f should tile suits. 

Cases like American Teat should be worked on tht-ough the Justice Dept, civil 

rights coomrta11ion, and through tile courts. The broader areas ll.lte welfare and 

social security will nHd a broader program that is pos s.ible only 'When we have 

our precincts set up and can have the local people cmvass for us and get the 

bulk of information necessary to show def'in1te pattel'll.8 of disi-"1m1nat1on 6n 

a consistent and lArge scale level. 

In the .meantime I am war-king on American Tent, on indivjd ual viol at ions of 

social security and 'W9lfare, and on poesib:le programs under the new 

poverty Bill 111t in ccmbination with mdta. 




