
Dear Mom and Dad, 

90li Nelson Street 
Greenville, Miss. 
August" 6, 1964-

I really have to iron and get back to the office in an hour so 
I can only make a start now. I have been ve ·.2y busy since there 
has been more to do thru1 just canvass door to door to get 
freedom registration forms filled out. Essentially we~ are 
forgetting voter re gistration and I can see why. 

I' 11 start with last 1iednesday. I was responsible for the 
precinct meeting of the 6th precinct, a small area in · the 
South .Snd. I met Mr. James ;·lilliams, a 55 year old registered 
voter who has been president of the local NAACP, at the 
church Shanny is headquartered in on the South End. He is 
most interested so we went up to the office, got a list of 
registered voters and walked around from noon to 7:30. First 
stop we ate dinner. He's very quiet and kindly, but feels 
very strongly because he was run out of town. He had a cleaning 
business, got sick with ulcers or something that made him drop 
from 220 to 140, and at this point Dr. Frisby, richest Negro 

in twwn foreclosed on him. He wants to spop the Uncle Toms 
at this point, although he doesn't knovr quite how; is very 
anxious to learn and remembers the points that COFO people make. 
He was the chairman of the precinct meeting at 1~rhich about 
23 came. 

Thursday night was the County I-:Ieetin~, all Gr eenville delegates 
from the 7 precincts we had meetings in (10 from each). It was 
a re a l experience for all the CO?O people of the problems here . 
1fuich reminds me, please buy (panerback? order if necessary) 
E. Franklin ?razier's Black Bourgeoisie. We've been calling 
it the uNegro Establishment" or the "carter Klan" after James 
Carter nicknamed by the entire comrl1uni ty "Baby .?ace." I really 
want to go into this because of the questions you raised about 
the N.Y1 Times article. Mr. Askew (Charlie), a Negro arch itect 
from Philad elphia who teaches in high school who is I don't know 
how old but has been married 18 years, filled me in on a lot of 
t hings. Some of which is confidential and , w-il l have to 1vai t 
until I get hon e. He feels these people have treen work ed around 
long enough. \fas 1 6~ the revolution or is it '64-? If there is 
to be a revolution, it bas to be now. There has been Negro 
leadership for 15 ye ars here in cle aning , publishin8 , fune r al 
homes, doetorst and ministers - but you really can a sk t h e 
que stion uitlhat have they done??" Dr. Page said t hs.t this 
croHd calls do1m to t he court house as to 1-rho silould na s s the 
te st- on the ba si s of whe t he r t h ey can deliver so and s o's vote. 
IJ:hey have 1-v-orked all t hese years lvi thin the segr e[iated society 
and they have gott en cert 2 .. in ~:![-:1.yr;:en t s f or it - a playground, 
a n e-vr hizh school a s ~-Jell as "') er sona l bene f i ts I be li ev e . Hl1 en 
you challenge t he ,.,rho le sys teB 1·rl1i ell y ou do \Then you a sk for 
CIVIL RIGHTS, these ~c o ~ le, cal l t hem what you will, will not 
go along 1-rith it. ·Jhallenging tho s e in tho whit e oo~:.n .. IJun ity 
that they 1·1 ork 1rith, challenges t hem to. And so t hey slow the 
Movement. All the theory or conjecture or acad emics behind this 
is not as me aningful as S23I~G these ue ople act in a democratic 
political meeting . 



Friday night 

Hr. Chap ~) le, v-rhose name was in that article in the Times, was 
nominated for chairman of the convention. Then a young guy 
Hillie Rollins nominated his friend for chairman. Then the 
man next to Chapple moved the nomination for Chay~le be 
unanimous bec ause he is exnerienced, etc. Charlie cobb made 
an excellent statement against this sort of thing to the 
effect that every one in the room had a right to speak and 
such sugges tions are what the regular Democratic Party daest 
decides before hand that so and so can be chai rrnan 1·ri thout 
holding a real election. Charlie r ead the young guy's name 
first and he got elected. Because people vote first and 
because many thought they could vote for both nominees. 
Chapple somehow managed to get hinself up front for part of 
the meeting assisting the young chairman. Very bad. ~Te were 
sorry Charlie didn't stay up there . 

Then Chapple pulled the big maneuver: he made a motion that 
all the precinct chairman and secretaites 1·lhO- 1--rere ruresent 
automatically be made delegates to the st a te convention. 
With the i gnorance of the crowd as to procedure and with 
the people looking to their traditional ] olitical leader 
and thus thinking he Has doing the correct thing, the motion 
was passed. And so Chapple and Hrs. :S dwards (wife of funeral 
home director) got elected. It turned out to be a stupid 
move because he got a strange bQDCh of people in there and 
could have nomi nated his friBnds and gotten them delegates. 
At least tvvo of the alternates elected afte T1~rards 1-.rere in 
sympathy with all that he wanted to do. 

Wnat did he want to do?? If there is any compromise at 
the national convention with anly part of the dele gation 
getting seated, he would be one with his ~ osition within 
the regular Democratic ?arty. He could pull all sorts of 
strings keeping do1·m the FDP if the Democrats 11ould do 
certain things for hi1~1 . After the meeting I talked to and 
got to lmow t1-ro young 1vomen 1-rho were nost U~) set and I feel 
expressed widespread sentiment, vrithin the coill!~lunity. Hrso 
Moreton (two Freedom School tea chers are living with her 
and she will Hark in the 1?reedom Center C0"70 and the com2uni ty 
a re 9lanning to build) put it sim~ly: it's the little 
people 1vho do all the l·rork (in t h is c c:.se ge t ting :::.reedon 
3.egistration Forms f i lled out) and then these guys v;allc 
in and take Wt all a Hay for t hems elves and t i1e benefits, 
prestige, whatever don 1 t s ee"'J bac~: do1·m t o those -rrho did the 
hard -v;or1c. Dorothy Jones 1·ra s the otQ.er , not as attractive 
and quieter ·~"rho 1'rorks as Hoddi::J. .j Oartcr 1 s maid , she being 
an alternate and thus nore i nvo ~-ved . ~he third 9 erson I 1 ~,e 
gotten to lcno1'1" i ~1 -~h e ::;an2 ;,-ray is ~~ illie ?.ol' i ~~s t:rho 11as 
ele cted as an altcrn~te ~ls o. 

=~riday norni:.:1g I uent i:nto the o :~f:2_c8 ar._d r e8.d the nenos 
about the District Jaucus (at te~ded by the dele~ates and 
alternates to t~e s tate conv3ntio~ ac a c~u su s be~oreh~~d ), 



one from Greenwood and one from Jackson and t h ey were both 
conf using. So I called the person tocall in GreenHood a n d 
got it all straight. 

That afternoon Pam (from Ho·ward), !~uriel ( now the nro ject 
director for the city, graduate of Howard who's taking time 
out for a six-week course in Lund, Sweden the end of August 
but 1-rill stay. on in Hiss.) and I v;ent to see :Dr. Page. He's 
the young doctor who stands alone and a f ter all his fiascos 
Hi th the crew will no longer associate 'di th them at all. ~"lhat 
we had to say was. m.ostly explanation: that he had been (while 
out of town on vacation) the night before e lected as an 
alternate to the state convention and as one of four to the 
county executive committee of the ~DP . At the county co n vention 
they p iliw..ned a meeting to elect a chai r man: Cha·~;}; le, :.Irs. 
Ed1'lards, a young 1-roman -vre don't len ow 1~uch about, Dr. Pa ge, 
four from Hollandale, and f our from Leland those on the 
committee. He said he _was willing to serve, but did not 
want to be in a :)osition out front bec 2.use t hen the fi ght 
would he harder. No coTinitment t he r e at all because the 
coErr-:. i t.!cee still hasn 1 t met. He 1·ron' t do anythint; lvi thout 
the sup ·art of the young men in the Vl7'Vf . 

~i e got to the office at 6; mime ographed lists of the dele gates 
and alternates and the agenda of the District Caucus before 7. 
Left out something : first thing I did Friday morning was go to 
1·1rs. ""~ dwards' house, sit v-ri th her in the bedroom because she 
had woken up sick, and t ake notes for us to type up the minutes 
of the ~3:.stp3:g~ ;:Jaunty Convention of 11hich she 1vas the secretary 
1vhich she dictated fran her n ot es . i~Te had absolutely no information 
before I got on t hat. Then we had a delegate worksh~p - about 13 
of the 24 were there. The factions showed u p ri ; h t ·- then. The 
traditio~1al philos9phy is to put the experienced leadership in 
all positions of leadership BUT t i1 is is not the philo') soply 
ofthe ~DP 1vhi ch r, .. Te trJ. e J. to get aero ss in the 1·rork s1J.o:p. Anyone 
can go to the national convention if he can get .h imself el ected 
because Iii thin the l'PD? anyone ea.Yl vote, even i f he is illiterate. 

Staf f meeting after tha t so He;@ 1·Ter e al l i n formed a b out the 
District Caueus. Then assi gnments of a visitation cow~ittee: 
staff seeing the :) eo ple they 1cr1e1-T in t hei r j_) r e cinc ts ">rho 
would be goi~~ to the D. C. to e xp lain ) roc e dure and t7y to 
drai'T them out. Yes, very political. But there is a very 
s hrewd political grou~ to struggle against, and a t least those 
1vho h ave never been in :J Oli tics shou ld ln1o1·T. t he fa cts. Ile ani::1g 
proce dure. 

Saturday we went to se e Dr. ?aBe ag~in : Ask ew, Charlie Cob b , 
Pru-n , and myself . CO ::? O s ponsored a baZElar at the ; x isting 
cor"1nunity center ~l~ l ich ::.s essentially o:1e roo:o ~ ,r~1ere I ne t 
P olly Rooins on . She alons 11i th, Y2.0H her sister in ::; -t,e2.d of 
her husband i'rilo }l 2:. d to ~-:; o bac}: to Cornell t o · ) re · ~ar e fol"' '0li . D. 
exams, are l'ror~: in .c; i n the ~rhi te co tr.:l~E~i t ~r for t:1e ~"!"2:ti o ~.al 
Council of Churches . They we r e ne c tinc a ninister work in~ with 
C0:::\0 f or dinner so a:.,r o.~l::; ::;; d -'co ·) ic}c me UJ . S·) ent that ecre ni:c.6 
<::1 t +h n ; lQ'i·mtO,.·ffi8T' ( +",·l r-> i"l + 17 "'{ r·1o+ol ~l rl1,.1r->Y' 8 t 118"'T 1 Y' 8 !2:t'l..,r·i y,.~ ) 1 .,,.].• t rl '-~ v .. - "- .....J, ...~. ~ _ v .!.._._ _.......,uL.J t.. .J. .l. u~ .L. ............. _ - :1 .... ._ '-rl4u - --c.::> ' 

ti1o :3e tl1re e . 

3 



Sunday I ·wash ed cih.ihthes until about 11, then got to 1vork 
on the :District Caucus vrh ich vras held here - 350-400 p eo ~)le. 
Fo:!:' tunately 1ve ~g~€1 could use a big enou~ place, a 
church t hat used to be a movi e theater. It start ed at 3, 
t w-o h ours late. 

Chaos of course v-ras evident. Slection of uermanent chairman 
of the me eting (recent colle ge graduate fr~m Indianola, home 
of the Citizens~ Council), 4 delegates and 2 alternates to 
t he national convention, and 3 to the sta te exe cutive cor:rn i tt ee , 
a nd :J resident ial e l ector and alternate. Each h ad to S'J eal\: 
an~ ~ ome were great. But I co ul dn't sit still to listen and 
take it all in. This is ·Hhat the JDDP means - this is t h e f irst 
tin e 90% of thes e people have had any pihlitical voice. It's 
a n im) or~ant tra ining gr ound f or l ead ersh i~ and political 
end eavo r - thus this ~s-mQP9- has priority over voter re gi s tration. 
~ve ~y time I s ee a TV set here, and it's often, I see the 
im ·~~ ortance of t he convention chal lenge. Hiss. Negroes \'Till 
SEE :~ e gro e s speaking to the nation for them; son ebody tvil l be 
sp eaking the truth for t hem for the first time. This will 
rouse this so% of the sta t e to become active, to get an idea 
of ho1,r t h i ngs ccn1 be do:::1e. P.easons for the 1-rhole ef fort: 
(l) be ginn i ng of politica l activity for all, (2) orga~izational 
structure for the train i ng o~ local leadership; SNCC or COFO 
will no longer do everythin~ like lead mass meetings and have 
all the inf ormation, and (3J to use in court cases to strike 
out the voter registration la1·rs v-rhich are discrimi natory because 
t hey were :p assed since 1954 1·rhich are already enjoined in 
Panola and Tallahatchie Counties and to unseat Jamie tfuitten, 
in Co:!.lgress from this district on the basis that Nrs. Hamer 
,.,rho contested his seat .fun the primary, the candidate of the 
~~ DP , has more constituents that he does if lle CBn re 2. ch the 
quota 1iliatever it is. Very exciting to say the l e2 t. 

I talked to I-Irs. Haner after~·rards and reminded I had eat en at 
her home last sommer. So she hugged me. Told me about her 
s :) eaJcing tour - Baltimore, ~Jest port Co::-m., Philadel=)hia, etc. 
She 's on the St a te ~xec. Comm .• ; uas cho) =; ing cotton as Fannie 
before she went to register to vote two years ago. She led 
the free dom singinB before the meeting statted and it was 
the best I've heard pmssibly ever. 

That ni c;l:lt I \·rent to a meeting for the Herbert Le e l-Ienorial 
Center which will be a ·Jl3-18, 000 nevr freedom center buildin <0 
for all COFO and coll~unity ~rograms to be carried on in. The 
reason for the architect Askew be i ng he r e . 3 s s entially t h e 
Carter Klan, all nen. Got hun3 u p in le2al mat t ers : non9 ro f it 
is i~7 ossible in Kiss. be e use discretion of Secy . of St ate is 
so w·i de an d the r e 110 u l d b 2 ) o lit i cal activity c; o in :.~ on • 3u t 
busi~es s cor~ orat ion di dn' t n 2k e sense to Dr. 2ace . So not in~ 
was accom~l i she d. Aske~ has done cnple t e resc ~~c~ on t ll es e 
i nd ividu a l s and has t ilild me all or nesrly s o. 

::onday I f oJ_l01'·ied hirJ aro:_: nd be c .~:tJse he "i'ras le e.vi ::'lg Tru es . a . n . 
f or h o1:1e. Talked to t h e li oel"' :=tl ~:~1 1 te bo.:nker. ·J:ho.t n i c::h t 
the beauticians ~ere su ~ osed to cou e ~or a neetin ~ abo~t t he 
n e1·r center, but only 3 a110 i·Tc · ~ ~.fte ::. ... \··ro.i tin --~ an hour. The n 1de 
'\'-Te 11 + + o +'r1e ; 1-.L"' C"' e d o'Yp ~: c~n o o l ·f' o -(' <:1 r1 P ,.., l '",1,-1 ; r e 0 ~ f o11~ Q l. -,0 .- · ·i ~'l_,._ ~~ .. -v u u _.. - -" .!.:.1 ..-~ ~J. _ ..._ '- " .ll..L. .._... .._. .,. _ ,_..,_ t- .. --, .._,.,. -. _ "'-J .l. - · - -..t.. ) 

by five ( in clud i~s Jpd~r Co l J.ins ?) -;,·Th o s-pent the d :::.y h er e·; ::1re 
trav e l inG all o. l"'0'-1n d the st ~te. 



Tuesday morning Larry Brenton, a guy from Penn, and I sat 
dovm in the house where I'm living and wrote a letter to 
Nrs. Hamer explaining the apath~r of Greenville and asking 
her to come speak. And a leaflet full page for Thursday's 
regular mass mee~ing. Explaining in simple (and hopefully 
stimulating terms) the FDP. Then we learned the ?.s. was 
putting on a play "1ie 1 11 Never Turn ::aackn the story of 
Herbert Lee, first civil rights worker killed in J,f iss. in 
'61 in Amite Co~~ty- which made the meeting even more 
important. It was approved and mimeographed by that night. 

Walking down the street 1-vi th Huriel to get to a meeting for 
the ne1-T center - the 1vomen' s half of the men's groun -
somebody tap:ped me on the shoulder and there w-as Ivory in 
from summer school in Calif. and on his way home to Rosedale. 
Charlie gave 4im F.R. forms so I ho ] W he gets active and does 
sorn.e ~·;ork. He's so qui et and v.re really couldn't talk. :·lent 
on to Mrs. Frisby's (he's the rich man, leading doctor, may 
be running an abortion clinic he's so rich). Quite a dressy 
tea, all Negro. Punch and cookies. :But Huriel fully talked 
on the noint that the rural areas are much nore active than 
G'ville-and told them many things not kno1m in efforts to 
stiBulate fund raising for the center. 

Tdednesday I worked on typing rqinutes of } DP meetings which 
had to get to Washington via Jaclcson iQlllediately or the 
legal part of the challenge 1-rould be all over. Polly came 
over late afternoon and Charlie, huriel, Pat, she, her sister 
and I had a good session. Controversy ooer a college girls 
integrated get-together at a \·Thite home that Pam being COFO 
could not attent. 1he decisio~ of the woman of the house. 
1.rh2. t 1·ras ~~Jed. but haven 1 t heard how it car1 e o:::' f. 

Dorothy Jones the night b ~2fore had ask ed me if I could come 
stay overnight Hith her in Hoddin? Carter's house (14 rooms 
o ~- f the highway) be cause she didn t 1vant to stay alone wi ttl 
the baby. Bring a couple people out and we could swim if 
we got there ~~~G~Q soom after 4, the hour the Carters were 
leaving for ·Greenwood. 3ventually the Carters knew (would 
approve it) so it wasn't sneaky and a young re porter who lives 
out there was there before he left town at 8. From 5-7 t he 

"Whole project ii·ras swimming in that private poo :L - just imaging 
how delightful that was! I didn't stay but a couple others 
did, because had to get back for another d elggates workshop. 

Again we had to cont a ct a l l 24 about ~iliethe r t hey could go 
Thursday to Jackson and \Torry about tra::J.sportation. I call ed 
hrs. J dwa r ds i n t~e n orni~g and she s a i d she wasn't going and 
didn't care "';vho he r al t erna t e 1-vas. J y 7 ll.e r :.1enchman said at 
t he ~"rorksho ) she ~-ras ~ o i:..1~~ o.nd dri vinz - s o -. ;e e.rran;.;e d Charlie 
Cob b to go in ~er ~ ir coTidi tion ed Jadi l l a c be cause he had to 
a rrive early also . Dr. :aGe c o~l~n ' t ~ o a~d would n ot be able 
to :·J. :::ll-~ e it to ~he c o :..rrellt io l~, so.d t o :leo.r. Only 11 end ed U:!) 
goi ng on l1hur s . ~.-i :_2.. ie n on ·no.:teu ~~r s. Calvin 2.nd s!1e got 80 votes, 
but di cl.n't ·Hin . ~-1r. Cha)·! l e 1-rc.s i i1 Jac::;:son on ou c; i ~:.ess ; 3ot 
a no ther county to no2~n2te hiTI - th2 33 ~ore d e le~ate s a~: a lt' s 
to i.J. J. - but al- l iie r e -:·T3. t c:-: i nc out i'or :~irJ . So t~:.e r e 1 s no on e 
f l"'o n 8- 'vi J.le oJ_ tho t 1-;ro f roE I s;:;aquenf1. . :=d Kin6 is n2.tl coriD 1 IJ.an 
and Dr. 3 elt ~el is a de l ec2te and the r e a r e two othe r ~ili it e ds lec2t e s 



Thursday I 1-rent up to the office to make sure transportation 
was going to be provided. There's always change o f plans 
at the l ·ast minute. It 1·ras my idea to call the DDT (Carter's 
paper) and s et a news bri ef on the mass meeting. John called -
and 1're got 1 t - first one 1-ri th details, front pa[e. Came b s ck 
here :eF-a-Q9Y~*e-ag~FB and cooked breakfast for a cou~le guys; 
then wTote letters and ironed from 12-4. 

Then ran off :- to meet with lawyers on the center incor~q oration. 
They had th~ better alternative, a new one: national cor9. 
(like NCC) buys the land and leases it to COPO for 99 yrs. @ $1. 
The meeting was at 8, again at Dr. Frisby's office. About 5 
there, the young 5. It 1-ras ve r y possibly a boycott. Plan 
was acce ~ted. Next step is Non. night fueeting to get club 
rep res 2ntatives together (cross class lines) and elect a 
permanent chairman for the fund-raising which will be the 
responsibility of this Ne gro men's group, them giving the money 
through 00:20. Ohairr.Lllan and CO:L?O have to 1-rithdre.w for expenses. 
~r e have a beautiful perspectus now, but no publicity yet. I 
really en j oyed the lawyers es9G the one from Cleveland (other 
from Pittsburgh) who was very effe cient, clear and knew what 
he Has doing. He called us today about 6 from Jackson from 
the NCO office having talked _with the people he promised to 
about the 1TCO' s financial co:r:lEl i tment and 1·rillingness to buy the 
la:.r1d. The.~. w·ere put off by Askew• s ·-·ushiness 11hen they were here 
for one meeting, but are intere s ted so I' 11 tallc to the man and 
Polly ~vhen he comes here tomorrow· to stay three days to talk with 
her. Just couldn't believe that he would call back. Not the 
-r,,ray COF'O O?)erates; you're never quite su~e. 

S:oday Pat and I tal}:ed about a memorial service on Sunday. 
!-~uriel cane in and got in on tt. And then the day began -
coordination by the three of us. Pat is a ~lilson College 
grad, has 1vorked this ] ast year as a s e cy at Iiarvard LR\i and 
,,rill stay dov-m; she's been do -~ng of f ice 1,rorlc - our files, etc. 
Talked to the assistant chief of :police, the mayor, and the 
deyuty sheriff about the service and a permit to solicit for 
the center- but that's a whole 'nother story after Sunday •. 

I:lona ov-res me a book for graduation (a.t least I Hant a book) 
and I have $10 from Burnett and P ia. Could you nave for me 
w~en I get home Black Bourgeoisie and Silver's Uississi] pi, 
The Closed Society?? 

I 1-rish I had the time to explain more about this city and 
the center plans. I told Jonn I •,re been thin}cing ~:: ric should 
Harle he re. It's 1-ride O)en f'or. every sort o£ ~ rork. I've g otten 
very l) Oli tical in t he l .~::. st 1veek. I thil'Jc 1 ~re ' ve been honest, 
but when the other side quote unquote has a meeting you on ly 
hear about through ruGors in ~iliich t h ey just luckily lose the 
vote 8-6 to put a!l ad in the ,_,a ·"Je r say i n2_: th2:s :JO:?O is Communist 
(ni -::_;b.t of the District Jaucus) , t he re's so::1e t~1 i ng you nust ·uork 
e. gainst if yo u don 't '>i8.nt to s e e tile -;;~1ole ~1~ing ---; o d o~nl t~e drain! 
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