
7A6/64 
Beoort froa Iooaquono Oounty Staff 
Bo: Oourthouoe Situation 

Thlo morainr Louis Grant* Muriol Tillioghaot and Bob Wrirht 
not with aeven looal pecnie at tha Moonleke Baptist Ohuroh for session 
on ths dstailo of registering to vote. At 11:00 1 . M., the group 
reached the Issaquena Oourthouss. Tho entire group entered the 
offioe of the regieter who requested that everyone exoept one oereon 
leeve the room and wait hio turn. Burial filUnghaet aaked tha regie-
trer, Mrs. Mary T. Vondevender, whether or not ehe intended to take 
Ju.t on* p*r*on at a t ie* . To t M . tandevender hotly a eked whet th* 
qu*etion wa* and when i t waa repeated, replied that that aae just 
what she wao arcing to do. Louie Great then raised ths point that 
extre ohalr. and doaka oould be plnoed ln tho office aad that 1t was 
hsr duty tc do so. apparently greatly irritated, tand*v*nd*r r**tat*d 
her position; tho group lef t the office. Tho regletrar oalled 

Mro. I d a Bl«r*o to tho cooster-o*rtltlea and i t was shs who remained 
to taic* tho f i r s t registration-examination. Twenty ainutee later 
when oho oaorgod froa tho off ice, are. I d a 91gg* .aid that when .ho 
aaked Mre. Vondovonder when aad how ahe would be notified a . te th . 
rooult. of bar ODnliootion, tht latter enld, "Sean I g . t la a l l th* 
regietr*tions I ' l l l e t you knew." The regletrar alao reooe.t.d to 
know Mr*. Dig?, f irs t nana open the receipt of tne pspers. The 
aectlon of tho ccnalltiitloa ahe uoed (quootion 18 * IP) an. #110. 
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Th. n.xt applicant wa. Mr.. Harriett Blgge who, when she rejoined 
tho group thirty ainutoo later , eeld that tho registrar had a.k.d her 
i f .ho worked for a dootor ln tha oounty (to which Mra. R. B. Birr a 

aaid no) and whon asked when and how ahe would reoelve notloe oa the 
ototuo of hor application, tho regletrar told her to ooao book early 
aext week. 

The other applloaata who were at the oourthouae aaro Miss Oristin* 

Blgge who wao denied the application beoause she had no available 
proff of aftes ixx Mia. Dorothy lewis who f i l l ed eat th* application 
ln a roon ful l of noise (obvlou.ly staged); Mister. Henry Plening 
and Doc Hall, both of whon will be 21 by the tine ef the aleotion. 
The foraer woo given a fore that aa. incorreot and had to f i l l out 
a .ooond applloatleai when quootioned later Ploaing said that the 
queatione en both foree men identical. Mr. Booaovelt Big*., 
Mr.. I d a Dlgra huabend, f i l led out h i . fore la th. uauoually 
aoiey off ice. An eighth per.cn, lev* Robert Bunkner wa. anahl. to 
apply beoauoo he had l e f t h i . glaoaas at boost however, bs i s to 
rogiater on Friday the 17th. Th* per.ona ia th* order they appear 
ln thia paragraph epent thirty, thirty, one hoar, forty-five aiaatas, 
aad one hour in tho offioe. All of thaa eana ia the offioe after 
12 noon and th. group wa. flnlshad at 4 P. M. Their eeetlon. wer* 
(ln the sea* order) nunbers 179, 9, 185* 73* 
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Mr. Hall wao oueetloned by tho regletrar ao to who the "other 

people" wore with then (roforlng to tho 00PO workora), how long they 

had been ln tho oounty, tho nana of the "hoy with four eye." (roforlng 

to Bob Wright) and how lone* he bed bean there. All of the queetlons 

aocordlng to Mr. Hall aero answered with "I don't know," ar "I've never 

•e.n hia before." 

Ooaeerning the applicant who had no proff of ldeatlty, Orl.tin. 

and hsr nothsr, Mrs. Harriott Dig-s snd Muriel Tllllaghast went to 

offioe of ths sunerintuedent of sduoatlon (title sot worth oapitall.tag) 

te roquet* a "iooy ef e school fore with tho dots of birth en it. 

Vo were told to noma back lator and Mro. Bigr* ssid that ahe would 

return «n one hour, when we returned (30 nlnutee lator)we were told 

that ths record, wars available but tho woaan in the offie* oould not 

write a legal notloe to validate the date of birth. Mr*. Biggs polntsd 

out that tho booko wer* gotten fron ths offloo la which the registrar 

had hsr office *nd that s legal aeeeagc was not neeooeary when a quiok 

aalk down the hall lo all that aaa a.oa.aery. This waa flatly refussd. 

Ths san who wa* heed of the offioe aaa aot ln (for the legality of the 

notioe). We woro told to COB* back tomorrow for. hie signsture. 

Mios Biggs is returning tonorrow with her oan proff of birth. 

Be oroko to the high ohsrlff (again aot worth oapltallalar), 

Mr. Beeaoil about the procedural difficultloo we wore having. Re save 

Muriel aad Louis tho idee that be oould ssrlously atteapt to reetlfylaa 
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tho oald s i tuat ion . Iothing cane of i t . 

Around 11:50 P.M., Muriel, Louie, Boo and Henry onaagod 

ln o convoroatlon whloh lasted for about 30 mlnutss. (Bpos arriving 

a t tho courthouse, the d i l igent aeaboro of the southern woaoa'e 

watchtowor as soo l s t l os - - has t i l y organised s t ths oourthouse and 

headed by every white female ln the place — anile— cal led Donne11 

and Davis (tho deputy shsr l f f ) ia off of tholr plantations bsoauss e 

black sea had just sweapt into tho o f f l eoo . Thlo around 11 AM when 

tha radio aea sagoI began and at 11:25 the ohorlff and hia trusty 

s ide-kick 0 . B V. (old bag of wind) Bsvlo wero o* the sosae. 

As ars the u*ual coavor.stions with whits oouthorn ahe r i f f s , ths 

conversation wss drlonlnr with honey whloh eaelled of horse aaaurs 

and was o t s r l l e — as s t s r i l s s s s poorly operated abortion. As 

further ooaaents on th* convoroatlon ar* a wast* of paper, brain*, 

t in* aad opsce, I w i l l conclude ar-ueually pro l i f i c and profound 

observetIons with th* foot that BBaneel aentloned oovoral t i n . , tho 

oxl.tonoo of "bad" whlto oloaonto (and hinaolf ae the buffer between 
I 

thea aad ua) and that the f u l l oroteotlon of tho lew aa* guaranteed 
to a l l oxerololng "* arrest pr iv i l sg s ." 

Th* JD'a dropped ln during the alddlo of th ing . , ea talked to 

and proalsod to kind of report to tho Groanvilla o f f i ce to be ueed 
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r 

t 

the sheriff and 0. B. If. 

Other roportod oaaoo of re*ietrutlon hangupo havo boon the 

reglotrafo rofuoal to glvea lnfomatioa of BOtlfloation (Mro. Unite 

telna Blackwell), additional queetlehs (Mrs. Oarlotta Bunton), and 

denand for 3 witneeees to attost to tho aorol charaoter of tho 

applicant (Mr. Alfred Brown) and that tbooo men ehould be white. 

Traolng runoro, tho following naaeo aro frequently hoard and 

are not out of oharaotor with tho peroonalltloo involved: 

Merpor Rilla Myoro - owns sbout 1000 aorss fron S houss his 
land runs froa 4 niles shove to Sootto land (w) 
Hao told Rev. Buornor that sore whlteo aro going to 
boot oome Begroes up. 

A. 1. Scott • owns about 900 acrees ln all; ronto fron whites 
snd 2 yeere ago waa bought ant by Hegelj "Ootton Wood" area 
and is ruaorod to have said "any algger whloh Ve'lletero " 
to vote on his land is going to got killsd." 

(spelling?) L. M. Bsrgls - owns 5000 acrea above Wyerevtile (aorth straight 
up the highway, froa the aree of Moonlak* Ohuroh); has aot 
yet beon nentlonod in runor but la worth getting laforaatlon 
on. OOP.. nan. aay be Biggins; "no nigger gonna piok ootton 
for a. thia year (autonatlon hits tho Bel to). 

Jinny land(arailing?) - cwna Levy plantation and live, ia 
Sharkey Oounty: hoe land run by Weary Bovia (aon of tho 
deputy ohoriff); la ruaorod that any Begro who goes to 
register hoc to toko ovorythlag with hia beeauss he won't 
bo ablo to return to hie houoo; sinoe runor got etartod only 
one logro froa the plantation ha. been eeon ln town aad that 
wa. to g.t suppllo.. Bot verified ia tho bradl.hlng aad 
open display of high powered rlflaa. A follow SO TBJ3FAS8IBG 
alga hao within tho loot aaok booa nallod to a telegraph near 
the highway. 
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1 AM - See ya' Muriel. 
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