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'll.RIDIAS. ,u.._ - It Is l't1da)· afternoon, 
and I ha-.·f' juat lini$hed my Ja~l d•'~ Yts. t\tn 

m ~HMiulppt there are wrektnda, and you look 
l orward co lh('m. 

The wr('kdays arc c1ass~s: ftnd canvassln~ and 
Jesson piAnl and oUiee duty. Thry Arf' "toH meet· 
lna-s and mas.s meetings and tlllne canvassing rP­
ports and buyJng supplies. Thry Art li5tening 10 
tt>n g. a nd 9·) .. ee.r-o1ds in a TO\\' tach rftd )'OU a 
book at thf' C'Ommunity «n1tr and ern.nl.!i.ng ca.r­
pools atld <"JosmR the w£ndoo..\." and .,\\'Hpin~ th~ 
Door and turnJnt out the lJ1h11 ot lhf' school 
~ton you ~:o homt'. 

For a U Of U!t, I think, thr 11~1 ftnd hardest 
luson haR ~n undN'Siandms: bNtrr lhP mean· 
)nl:' o( thr I'OOR we all san.r so lnnorrntJy at Ox· 
ford, Ohio, '1"hey uy lhat fr f'('dom Is " constant 
stru~t,::lr'• 

Wt hrAtd "0 mudl betort "'~ t'ollm .. about the 
-da.nJ:tor and f~traordinary dtprh·auon and the 
pohce 1:tat,. all th~ sorts of lhlnr~ tht map%lne 
a rtJclM ck-JC'rtbt .. \\'e expec1e<J, wtthout ew·r rully 
thinklnt: about it, tha t th~P rturnmf'r would be 
one of htrOIC'I.. that we'd bt' C'On!ft .. ntly dodgtng 
police nr ""'rvJng our timE' in jaH" or rollin~: up 
In thr ll ttlt" bAII11 "'" learned a 1 O;do•·d to protect 
ourselves trom pollee clubs a nd kicks. 

* * * It J.,n•t llkt that. exc:t'pt for tho"t in tht> 
edrf'm,. dancrr areas-thf' ~HIIh\\.f'"il , p&rts 
ot the Dtlla. Canlon. And ) tl Ju"tl bfau"ft fr'ffo 
dom I~ nf')l a ronsta.nt battlfo. that d~ no& 
mean it '' not a ron-.taot ~trut"clf'. 

It bf'c.-onu.••••• quickly a ppannt tn anyont \\ hf') 
com~ to ~~~~l~lppi that tht~ "JlFOhll'm nr 1\tl~~:­
!»iS..:~lppl" liii too ma.to,.lve to h~ rorr('t>ltd hy one 
f'UU1111('r JlroJN·t. no matter how dtlHnatlc and 
ideallbtlc and admirable. 

* * * 

College this fall. 

J: 1d he~ where the ~llfiUcm Jt ,·el I$ 10 much 
lo"'•r and the lhrea.ts whtch pa.rtlnpation imilts 
11 4" so much greater, U is all thf" harder. And yet 
trom the ministers. Jrom many of the Negro 
bu~tlnr!"'lmrn, .(rom Ute tecnaJ:M,, from some of 
tht poorest larmcrs. wt ha\'e met an extra· 
ordinary dcg-r~ ol wa1 mth end receptiveneu:. 
Amt Wf" know that thlJ Is not a mo,·ement of 
~orthf"rn A$:'11Ators. 

* * * 
\\ hf'n I ltft to come dO\\ n htrt. many people 

uld. "Vou are so brav•:· t~or lh08e of )'OU '~ho 
may ('Ontt'" down some other lime and for those 
ut ~·ou \\hO \\IU rnnke r:cu.ll"lbutlon~ ln t he 
Nm·t h. know that it J• r1ot brM'try that Is 
nH<Jrd In )tls~;;;lssJppl. 

It lo. ~nt:th.ln;r mut""h harcltr. somethJn~ 
that n1~ fr iends and I ht'N"' ·~ ,.ropln5: for 
abm f" "'laff ..quabbl~ and UON'<IIipon...fiin ~la$.-.es 
• nd hou"'f'"hes \\:ho JMt ran't undtntand "hat 
) ou mC'•n by "eo"'ention rhan~e:· 

* * * f'or rnrun NeJ:roes ln MC'rldlan. the system 
undrr whi<'h they must lh·f" hu driven them to 
c1lmr o1· drink or the dull Jlll.tlt~Jmess which 
("'f1'U'~ whtn K'Onomic poH'a ty br,nRI a po,·eny 
ot 1i:plr,t. 

And fnr others who hl\f" manatrd to ~~t • 
krrnt Job. rhel"e' is enormou~ rtJ«Iion or any. 
lhln~ \\ hirh might ruln thf" prf'<'arlouA c:omtort o( 
thrir llfr ThPre is a d('('p rrar ot "">·thing which 
ch8Jit•n~::4·!( thC'm to movf' ouhddr the s~urity of 
horn!' find church. whert thr t4'arcgated world 
can l:)f' o1· can seem ro l)(' la.:noJ'NI. 

A trw ()f'Gple, howc\.'fr. thf" family l'm SliY· 
In~: with. an old woman hPI"f'. a tct'nager therE'. 

SorniP of tht new.spapt"r a nd marutM &tortes ha\t rl~n abo'e the "S)'Itcm ... Jn thtse peop)e 
tha t .)OU may ~ad gem to gl\,. tht lmprt'alon t.htrr I• a tptrh which 1 tint rncountered in Ox· 
thal Mt!lllll•~lppl wUI ~ "cun'd'" by uw end of the lord It ls a ... plrit o! peoplt who ha'e trtfll them· 
s.ummer. How far that ls from tht truth! seh~ 

Weo ll'f' too fe\V, too lncx:ptrlt"ncrd, wP have No ont has th:en them thf'lr freedom. They 
too littlr monty and cquipmtnt to makr any can·l huy a hambur~er at 1 JrgrrQated stand any 
enormouta change. tn the bcglnnins:-. many entilcr thAn another Negro. Sut these are the 

dfl not J'ef'eive In F<>hool. And It turns out to 
a a:ood ,,·ay to dM.f'lop rrammar .nd phonf"li 
akiJI~ that would bore thf'm ln English, A$ wt"U 
u 1 , ... ay to do somp <l,.•perat~ty needed broad· 
<'nlnR o! cultural horlzon~t. 

* * * Somefhue!l: 1 .KO to t Itt ronmmn.lty ~ntf'r 
artf"r "'<'hool to pla) "llh thf' ) OUn;u t'b!ld~n 
"ho ha'e an all-day pm~rn bt.re.. "•ny ot 
thf'"' t·h lJdrt:n l m \ f' n,. n"al home U<!ept the 
tf'nttr. In fact. onf' ot lhfl I hi~ ,,-ou_r cont:rlbu­
th•n~ • l'f' u~ for 1.., to bu.) lunch and sometinlf!l' 
&UJ)f)('r for thew ddlctr('n "ho might hau no 
other de<:cul mE-Al. 

Jn my da-,,t, "lun~. I luwe s:; or tO brl~ht 
C'hlldr('n who \\ oulrl 111,~ In KO to wli~KP. But 
lht> probltm i~ det'JM'r ttum Ju.tril findi11.J monty 
tor "'dlolarshlp.!O, allhou,ch that. of OOUriot. It 
t'ruci&J. 

* * * 
1:.:\l'n the brtghtMol of tht- children would not 

bt' abk- to gtt throu~h frfthman yt:ar at a coH~J:f" 
that w()uld be worth autondint. Rrading and writ­
in$: ~tk i iJ-8 In particular arr just too low. What 11 
nC'td<'d art> intensive Numrnf'I'·.M·hool courseA or 
AC.•holursttip lhat lncludrd a )Car a t a Northrr 
hiJ:h ~001 be(OJ't" COIIf'Jl(', 

Some- nf the ninth ""d tt"nth RTadcrs hi\ 
('\pl·('o.M'(I intt:~t '" J:OIRX lo high school in th 
:'\orth. Oo )'OU ha,·t' anr tdfou about this! 

So far. ~t ha\P CN"n \("ry Uttle ol wh1tf" 
~tf"rklian. A IM\. da.) :-. as:-o. how('vtr. on.- of thf 
other \'Uiunt~r.o end 1 hatl a 45-mlnute converq. 
''on In a dru.::: stort' with n m<'mbcr or the Whitt 
CHI7Cn5 Council and, we thlnk, of the Ku Klux 
Klan. 

* * * U t ~•tt an old man. a '-nta.ll buslnts.inlan 
\\hf') had \\Orked bto. \\a~ up from nofblnr to 
f'hf)t(·tllbUity. In thC*f" I.S mlnut~. we heard 
atw..11 ~' U) ~f'Otlunl~t a rrument I ha\f' 
t\tr honl. Tbe talk tn that d.n•r ~tort'. oom· 
bfnf'd \\Uh almo:,t d.-lly NIRrf'"' and hataii.Wlfnt 
a long the ttfreet. l'f'llllnd 11' \\IUtl an enormou" 
\\<ny therf> i$ s lliJ to KU bdorc lnteg-rnlion '-"an 
t.'(lllla ltJ ~~~ fj..~l.s.\ippl . peoplt . lncludlnsr mr, thought of tht project in P('()(llf' who try. 

terms of OI'R&nlzln,c: and lt'it.vlnr bthJnd nati''f' Our Ft f"('dom School I~ an nld .83ph.st Y.mf· * * * 
.\h$$.i~"'ppJans to carry on tht" wot k whtn we nary "hJrh was tmppo$f'd to ht- rond('mnf'd laM 
lett. )"t'Ar. Wf' at...- thankful for It Wf" arf' OM of tht> :-;t)()n lt ,.,..ill ~ tjmf': for lh~t ron,·entaon ctaal· 

Jt I~ n~t that ~impJe. Of COUTJ.,. ",. I «" s:radu· f("W lk"hnol• \\ lth a butldint: of nur own and dau ll"n.t(' I hope you are ''l.'ltlllt to m<-mbers ot .)"our 
ally \\orkmr with :\JLo;.sissirplan~ ln lht" projll"ct. room~ and <k's:k~ .and bl.ackboatdA. al•lf" drlegatlon to lh(" l)(omocrauc :--:alionaJ Con 
But ft!li tor nreanlzJnt sell·.sustalnlnr tarl~.s of 1 tf"liCh two ~don$ of ~ C'OtJ,.,_.. c-.called .. FrH-- \f"Rhun, uk1n:: them to .llUJtiiOft the> chall<"n~IP of 
polltkat protf'l"t, th~e of you who hl\.f' worked dom and thp Negro in Amrt iNI " 1 am trachin... tfw ~.:uiAr .[)f>mtA.71ltlt" Patt) of Mi.ssiMappi by 

." 
poll''• I 1 1 1 h N k 0":"- A thr f.rredom Dt-mocratJc ~ •• ,, . .. ,. or$:1n ut on n t e • orth now how r rt•nC'h to th .. younj:'Pr childn•n. moa.tly th~ Jl t· • 

cUUicult it Ia rven in a " fref'" . _ .. _,_•..;tY..;·----~-to_I·_I._T_hr_:):_' _lo_vc it It ls a ""mbol ot what_l_h_r.:_" _ __,_,"'--'11 1" lo:ttP nO\•,:. I mutil plfin m.>· lessons tor 
~ _ ~ thf' Wt"('k aht'ad. 


