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The Proof of the Pudding 
By JaJM• '•clc 

(Reprint 1mi1J TilE CRISIS ) 

I N lbi9 case l.he pudding ,. racial 
equaUty at two swimming pools 
-one on the east ooast, the 

other on the well coast-and it bas 
prowd to be mc.t p.olatable tc the 
IIW1JI&emenu. The ""'0 poob ...., 
Pau.ades Pool, ..,._ the Hudson 
IUVC!1' from New Yori<, wbkb de
ocriba iudf u the worlcl's l.vJ<Sl 
salt .... ,a- pool, and Brmlru ll•tbs io 
Los An,etes. 

1D both nsa lbe man:agrmcrus 
were u n:luctant to tty the pudding 
as a cll!lcl Is to take cutor oil They 
both expressed tbe saruc (c;u; tbat 
they would lose business if N•i'O"' 
were admined. ln Loo Angeles the 
Committee of .Racial Equality ac.· 
tuuUy (:AOtered lllen<lancc otatistica 
to •how tbot other pools in the city 
had not lc><t business as • result of 
admittln& Negroeo, but Bimini ,..,. 
malncd nubborn. 

Both •• Pa!ludes and Bim.ini it 
took a prolonged c:o.mpoign of non· 
violent dJtCCt acuon by IJ'OUps of 
tbe Committ<e of Racial Eqlllllity 
(Core) to make the man~tl 
abanoon tbeir ltmcrv,. poli.- At 
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Palisades the campa;,n lasttd twa 
aod one halt •umlllt:rt; at Bimini, 
ten months. In both • ...,. IUIDJige
ment counter«! by udn1 violence 
against membcn of the aroups. ln 
both c:aloCI wben the DJAQA&<metllO 
finally did capitulate. they found 
the DOn·seF(Ated policy ""'rtin& 
!IJDO()tbly. There wue no radal 
cbshcs and no butiness ~ 

A£ter se-.1 weeks of operattOG 
under the aew pot;cy, lrvmg Ro!en· 
!hal, owner of lite PaiJSad.. Pool. 
tolcl olllcills of New JOflq''s Divi
sion Aiainst Di!crlminatlon lbu be 
;, c.ompkl.cly ..,.,is6td. New Jersoy 
offieiaiJ Al'llt calltd on ROl>enlhal just 
before the pool opened lor the 1949 
$Ummcr season. At thin tfmc be aa .. 
suted them thnt be would comply 
with the I 949 New Jcntcy civil rights 
law-the Frccrn~n ACt-which •I» 
ci&ally prohibiu diJcrlminAiion in 
swimming poob. That be dod c.om· 
ply was d1:1ermintd by member$ of 
our commiuec: -.ho went ~wt.DUlli.na 
!ben> Ul mull in...,..oiol aroupo. The 
Negroeo were admttttd Wtlhout d,.. 
crimtn2UOO. 

On t.bcse oceuions "e rtealled 
lhat u recently u the ci<>Jina d•Y or 
the prt>aous y03r'l se.lbOn, Rooenthal 
told one ot our pickeu; "Youll aU 
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pr<>ent<d to WMhtna•on poUoe. 
In St. Lou.,, the Commiucc ol 

Racial Equality drew up a simJiar 
plan and pre.tnl<d it 10 the mayor 
and 10 George Schertner, cflflletor or 
the Detroit MDyor·• ln1r:rracial Caun· 
oil, WhO WO$ eoaaacd 10 rno.ko 0 SIU~Y 
ol lbO radal ci2Sh at Fairground• 
Pool tn bloumg hit report, which 
called lo< r<op<nina the pool on a 
non«~led bUd. Sobermer rco
ommendod adopoon of most of the 
polnu in tho plan. 

!:.lth the Wll'lhinaton and SL Loult 
plan! call for ""'"Ina n complete •~· 
plonatioo to aroup$ and iodividuab 
on bow they can cooperau in male in& 
a non-segqatod policy wntk p!UI a 
dear 'wemcnt ol pohey on the part 
ol 1he oulbonll"'- They abo call lor 
oraaDil.Jtioo of Jymp;ttbetic: eoopc.ra
uoo nom the press an~ lOCal poll<:<. 

"The key to controlling the aitua· 
tion when the pool reopen. on 1 

non-sregated buis lies '" the chotce 
or tmo<d and ililllul personnel,· the 
plan• aay. "Thir ~raonnel obould 
be intern:cb.l."" 

But while lhc rlnM were approvod, 
the nutboritl.. In We.•hlngton nod 
~t. LoW. did not have the courap 
to reopen the two r~e pool< 
thiS summct. 

In Pbllodelphi• during the war. 
when NegrDell IN<re fint employed 
Dn the transit systcn1. these .same 
undemocratic element> aided by the 
comp:lny, organized 1 phone)' pro
tett ttrikt. 8UI aht non--jimetOW pola 
ICY was not abandoned l10d u 1 re
sult tod•y. over 200 NeJrOCS.,.. em
ployed 011 thc tranSit sy<t•m "'albout 
1ny ra.cial dasturbancea. 
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