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SNCC FIELD WORK IN MISSISSIFPPL

Approximately twenty Megro students ar: working now as full-time field
secreturies for SNCC in Mississipwi. Thoy arc distributed unevenly in six
counties: Holmes (Lexingbon), Lonflurs {Gruzawood), Bolivar (Shaw), Murshall
(4 olly Springs), Sunflower (Ruleville), wnd Washington (Greonv;llc) Unevenly
because since tho shooting of Jumes Travis most of the werhers have coume to
Groenwood to meintain a concentrati:d progrsam in the city.

The program-started in the summer of 196C when Mobert Moses, a Harvard
educated teacher, left his work in New York and went to Mississippi. Moses
w2s instrumental in initiating voter registration programs in fmite and Iiberty
counties. In June, 1§61, under lMoses' directorship, several organizations
coclesced to form the Council of Federated Qrganizations (COFO)., Moses is
dirazctor, and mest of COFO's staff are SNCC field secretarics.

The SHCC workers in Mississippi are:

Robert P, Moses; 27, graoduate of Hamilton College, HA4 from Harvard
Samuel Block, 25, Clevcland, Miss., student at Miss. Vocational College
Willie Peacock, 25, Charleston, Miss., graduate of Rust College
Cleveland Banks, Graenwood, Miss.

Lawrence Guyot, Jackson, Miss.
Jusse Harris, 20, Jackson, Miss.
Curtis Hayes, 2L, McComb, Miss., student at Tougaloo College
Jomes Jones, 22, Jackson, Miss.
Curtis Haoyes, 21 HMcComb, Miss., student at Tougaloo Collcge

Londy Hceloir, JdeSOH, Mlss.

Lefayette Surney, 19, Ruleville, Miss.
James Travis, 20, Jackson, Miss., student at Tougaloo College
David Vasser, Greenwood, Miss.

Hollis Watkins, 21, McComb, Miss., student at Tougaloo College
Diane Nash Bevel, 2h Chlcago, I11.
Frank Smith, 20, Atlanta, Gu., student at Rust College
Charles ﬂcLaurin, 22, Jackson, Miss.
Charles Lobb, 20, Springficld, Mass., student at Howard University
Emma Bell, 19, McCemb, Miss,, student at Campbull Jr. Colloge
John Beall, Greenwcod, Miss.

The number of native Mississippians on this list is one of the most encouraging
aspects of our work thus far in the state, for it shows that indigenous
leadership can be developed in even the most difficult aress.

Many of the registration work activities in Mississippi are the sama as
those in Southwest Georgiu; especially similur is the need for tedious
canvassing--a job which is not just leafletting, but spending hours with
potential registrands convincing them that being a eitizen is worth risking
one's life for. Similar, too, is the nced o dcal with harassmsnt calmly and
patiently as part of the days work. Certain differences, of course, pertain:
At this point it is too dangerous for whites to participate in the project
in Mississippi---too dangerous for them and too dangcrous for thae Negroes who
would be werking with them. Also, the terror here is at a much higher pitch.
This means not only more outright violence, but more difficulty in obtaining
a place to meet and more difficulty in convincing local leaders (ministers,
teachers, doctors, and other professionals) to take asun active stand.

SNCC's Greenwood headquarters arc located at 708 Ave. N, Greenwood.
Individual staff members who are working in several smaller communitices live in
f,raonwood and:travel by car to adjeining counties. Othcer staff members
live in the communitics where they work, but sre ofton forced to move from

home to home. The Greenville workers have secured a small house where thaey
hope to house summer workeBs.




hcpe %o house summer workers. Bach town where SNCC is working has some
kind cf office, often just purt of the stafl rember's room. Rach of these
is currently in nesd of offize efuiprert. ;

Statistical Outline of Countics 11960)

Laflore Washington Marshall Holmes Sunflower
Population total - 61, 813 70,504 25,106 - 33,301 56,031
% Nonwhite 6L.6 55.2 70.4L 72.0 67.8
*-Elizible Negroes -) 1.2% 12.4% 2% .S58 1,28
whe are rezistened) 163 2,563 607 61 161
Median family income
All(Ave, R&NW) $2285 3112 1784 . 1ks3 1799
Honwiiite 100 1597 1163 (M5, Li2f |
Hedianr fchool years
comploted
All 7.7 8.4 7.7 1.5 6.9
Norvhite 5.1 5.2 6.3 5.8 L.7
€ Nonwhite familids ,
earning under $1000 355 318 o b5% 55% bhg
2000 7% 60% 70% ohg 803
3000 . 89% 80g 8hg g0% 91%
% of the farmgd land
owned by
Whites SCA 92% - 70% 86% 88%
Norwhites 108 ' &% 308 . 12% 12%
% of Tarmers who are tenanis
White 308 193 29% 17% %
Nonwhite 92% 72% T6% s5hg oy

Securces _{‘_o_r_ Further Information

Ievolution in MLesissippi by Tom Hayden, available from Students £or a Democrstic
Socliety, 112 E. 19 St., New York, New York. An account of SNCC
work in South Mississippi. (25¢)
’

Report on Laflore County by Constancia fomilly, available from the Northerm Student
“Yioverent, Pox EOL;A Yale Station, Rew Maven, Conn. An outline of the
status of the Negro in Leflore prenared for distribution in support cf
food and clothes drives for that area. .

Mississippi Viclence ard Human Rights, a reprint of a Southern Reglonal Couneil
release docunenting Oy acts of viclence in liississippi over the course of
the last year. Available from Committee for the disiribution of the
Miesissippi Story, Box 55L, Atlanta, Ga. (7§ per copy)

Reports of the United States Civil Rights Commissien, 1961, especially Voting,
Volume 1. Available from U.S. Government Printing 0ffico, YVashirgton 25,D.C
1.00
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SNCC FIELD WORK IN ARKANSAS

In Qctober, 1562, the Ariancas Council on Human Relations requested that
SNCC send a field secretary to Little ficck. They felt there was a uneed for
someone to organize the students there who had done nothing since their
unsuccessful sit-ins in 1960, Bill Heznsen, a student at Xavier and a veberzn
of the direct sction campaigrs in Albany and on the Eastern Shore of Maryland,
was sent.

In November students from Philander Smith College and Shorter Junior College
formed the Student Freedom Movement with Bill's help. They began sit-ins at
Hoolworthi's, Walgrzen's, and McClellen's lunch counters., The racial erisis
surrounding the irtegration of Cemtral High School in 1957 had led to a
marked decline in the econoric development of Little Rock. An active White
Citizens Council was threatening violenca. These factors led to the city
being willing to talk with the students. However, the city was not willing
to yield, and sit~ins began agsein in December, Worth Long.(SNCC executive
committee member and chairmen of the Student Freedom Movement) and Hansen -Were
arcested. They chose to stay in jail and the white powers finally agreed to
work out a pian for the openringrof lunch counters and other facilities and
the increased employment of Negroes if the two would leave jail, On Jarmary 2,
1963, three lunch counters, ore restaurant, a bowling alley, and several hotels
desegregated. The Student Freedom Movement is continuing negotiations.

With Little Rock reactivated, Hansen moved to Pine Bluff, where he met
with students at Arkansas A.11.&N University, a Negro state school. Sit-ins
bagan in Pine Bluff on February L at the local Woolworth's, Eight days later
15 students were expelled irom AMKN.

Eight of these 15, with Hansen ard Ben Grinnage ( a SNCC staff member and
former student at Philande: Smith College), formed the Pine Bluff Student
Movement. As adult and conrmnity suprort increased, the Pine Bluff Movzment
was formed, This community wide orgarizetion developad an all out attack cn
segregation. Their projects have included private restaurants as well cz lanch
counters, two movie theatres, and hoteis. - Over 50 people have been arresied
during demonstrations there since February 1, 1963.

Hansen, Grinnage, and the eight expelled students live coopsratively in
two houses in Pine Bluff., They hope funds will be available this summer to
continue the dircct action program and begin a voter registration drive in
Pine Biuff, Foll taxes can be paid through August for the November electinzs.
If the st2ff can be maintained, including the students who were expelled s:.¢
would like to continue with the movement, and if a car can be found, work
can begin in svrrounding counties which will lay the groundwork for the
deveiopment of Votors Leaguss and vuler registration programs in thw winter,
The abclition of the poll tax will pave the way for a strong program in
registration in Arkansas.

Jeffercon County (Pine Bluff)

Population: 81, 373

4 Negros u43.63

Distributien: 57.4% wrban, 10,8% rural farm;
Eligible Negroes registered: 6,589 (37.6%)
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