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{nRO IS RESFONSIELE FOR '.AUJ3AIt1A.' POtICE ERUfALrfi ? 
I" _' •. 

" "" 

The March 8 edition oft'eN~w York Times he,adlined'the ' " .. " 
story of Selrp.a, Alabama, and what o'C"C'li"ITed. there onM.~rch . ",;: 
7 with the fol1owi:ng119roS: . .. . ~ ~ , . ., .'. ,. :\ ' 

. . . .'.' .~ ." ,::'" .~' .,: .. '. ':. ~ '. . .. .I;~~:""< t· ~ ' :, 

"ALABAMA' POLICE USE 'GAS ' AND CEUBS TO' :ROtrrNEGRQES1' . '" 
. ' . . ' ~. .. . ' . ' , ,J • ,. 
, The storyt sfirstp::tr'?\g' a:rn :Tead: 1', 

• • J • • .;: 1-' .. :i ~'~. J ;- , 

tiAlabama state t.~oo~~~s~d vOltinteercffic.ers of ' :'th~ ' ' . 
Dallas County Sheriff.'fs' office to,re through a column 
of Negro 'demonstrators ith tear gas,' riightpticks and; 
whips here today to erii ree Gov, George C. Wailacets 
order against a protest'march,irom Selma to, ;Montgomery." . 

. .. , .. . . , . . 

. The CBS' n:~ws program onthe ',ev~ning of Mp.rch 7 showed 
the pictures which proved ' to , al1~ who 'saw' that the Times 
story was in no way an exagerated acqount 'of what took 

. ' "!- . :'. , 

place in Se,lma. . 
" ' 

... '. ..... . . . . ... .' .. .' .. '.' ,. ~ .:, '., : ' ,.! 

. The qm:stion ' whicht~epe9P1.~;6f the U ,~S. must ask them­
selves now is: . Who , is . re~P6ISibi~ f?:t" this ,extremebrutal~~y 
by Al9bru;na 'and Dallas County "lflV enforcement" officeiI's?: ,,' . 

A clue to where the ' ans e.!' lies'wa'S provided, ' ironicaHy, 
on the same evening, March 7. The ABC network pres:ented 
their Sunday Night M'Qvie, "Judgment at Ncremberg~ " ' The' 
movie is the story of the war crim~s trials held in Germany 
after ,World War II. , The trialsatt'empted to . fix the blame- · L . 

for the 'murder of 6. mi llionJews in the Nazi gaschambers,. 
The movie pOints,out ,:'that the best e9ucated:r most respect­
able, most prestigi6~s and most' pow~rful of Germany's . 
industrial, poll tiC.fli' 'and financLl;ilelite ;mpst , l;>e~ the. . ,'.­
major portion of guilt, fOi' , th,€Y were the ones.wh6'CDuld . : " 

. have s~opped the massacre, and didn.t. ' .. ;0; 

Using this clue, it is fI',ui tful to explore" the arrey 
of, forces behind the Alabama State and Dalla,s County II law 
officers"\Jhose brutal tactics,whileiliey maj have. shocked 
the nation, are an old 'and familiar, story to Alabama' 
Negroes. 

... . 

We shall make no · attempt to do a definitive analysis 



of the structure of economic o'[.oJer Hhich lies behind, aids j 

abets and approves such polic brutali ty. The evidence is' 
so near the surface of everyd y life in America that no 
definitive analysis is requir d. 

On December 4, 1964, in 
.Alabama, 11 law enforcement off 
county /Dallas" and state /A 
at a barbeque-given by Libert 
(Selma Tiqes-Journal, Dec. 6, 

e ~qunicipa1 Stadi urn at Selma, 
cers from the city 15e1ma/, 
abama/ ••• were guests 01 honor 
NatIonal Insurance Company. 11 

1964) 

These guests who wereho oredby the insurance company 
included 1I1aw enforcement off cersll ' from Al Lingors State 
Police, Dallas County Sheriff Clark.'s deputy force and posse, 
and the Selma police departme t. Officials ard employeees 
of Uberty National, attired n their fastidious business 
suits (protected by colorful I prons) stood behind the serving 
c0unters and loaded the plates of the hungry 11 law officers." 

. ";( . . .. 

~Jhi1e the reason for this 10ve-1'eastbetween the insurance 
c0!Upany and thee "law officers" remains obscure, it is to be 
remembered that it occurred in the face ofa t"vJO-yearrecord 
of Alabama, Dallas County and Selma police brutality and vio­
lence against Negroes which rivals the best efforts of the-
Nazi SS against the Jews of E~i tern Europe. ' .... . . 

Who and what is Liberty ational Insurance Company? 
Our records do not indicate 1" 0 O1'11nS the stock of the company. 
But we do have a list of the . embers of the board of directors, 
the 'governing body of the corporation, which determi nes 'all. 
policy matters and must approve, ultimately, all expenditures, 
including the cost of paying tribute to the "law officers" of 
AlaPama. 

The Liberty National Board of' Directors. includes: 

Walter Bouldin, President of the Alabami;i Power Co. and.a 
director of Birmingham Trust National Bank.' Alabama Pow~r 
is a- wholly..;owned subsidiary of the Southern Company. The 
largest stockholdersin the So~thern Company are the Trustees 
of the Nassachusetts Investmeht Trust of Boston~ . These 
Trustees include: 

D.P. Robinson, Jr., of U.S. Smelting and Refining Co., IllinOiS 
Central R. R., and Texaco, Inc., and 

K. L. Isaacs of Southern Pacific R.R. and Phelps Dodge Corp,. 

The advisory board to the Trustees includes: 

Thomas D. Cabot of Cabot Corp., First National Bank of Boston 
and Harvard University (one of Lyndon Johnson! s bUSInessman 



page 3 

e~orsers; . 
. , ... 

Paul F. "c::1ark" of Armour & ... and Seiiliouo AirHnk~.Rq 

W iH. Clz.fHn,of,lJ.I1i b~d-Carr~ten€rC.ot;. and Urii't~d~r~it Co. 
' . L' ~" ,' 

The' Southern C~mpany Preside t~ . Hcp;l1~e Erench, Jr., is 'also 
'. a ' director of. Uni ted states te.el ~orp., Alabam~'s, l~~es~ i 

, 'single .emploYer~ · .. ' . .• ., .. -; . 

Other directors ot' Libe'rty N ti onal are': 
LA'. 'Camp, j ·r., a trustee of Universi ty of A-labama. 

'. " 

F .E. Splain,gen,er.al. .counselof Un1 ted'States Fidel1 ty~ and 
' Guaranty Co • . Jacob BlaustEHn,withwhomSpainsfts opthe', 

USF'&G board w.as . antoper of Lyndon Johnson's businessman· - " 
endorsers.. . '. ." . 1" ' 

. . 

F .P~ Saniforq, .who is Chairman of the Li'be,rty National bo;n.ci. 
Samfordis :a director of Birmingham Trust National Bank, the 
1-82nd largest bank in the U.S • . ' .... 

The Chairman of Birmi ngham Trust is.,Frank Plun:tner, who 
. is also a difector<of"the Btrmingham branch of the 
Federal Reserver Bank of Atlanta. . . . ; .... ' '.' 

Another , directo~ of Birmingham T~ust iS, Lee c. Bra~iey,Jr., 
partner. Ln. the ,Birmingham law flrm~o;f Lthi te, Bf~d.ley, .Ar ant, 
All and R.ose. This firmJs gen~ral~counsel ·fot"Liberty. •. 
National" BirminghamTruSt)~d -a.;:wf101ehost Of. gi::mt,,' 
corporatIons· including Stand9.I'd Oil," Gulf and TexaCo • . 
Ori the board of Birmingham Trustal$o is William B. 
Whi fe,' senior partner in the law firm. 

. 'I , : 

The ~i!.'p1ingham ,Trustboarda~so .i9c'"1udesth~·sehonorable . 
~n: . 

,\ ~ 

\ . i :' ~ ~ " 

Bernard A. ··M,ona.ghan;Ptesid~nt · and a<dii'ect,o .. r of Vulcap . 
Materta1s Co.' ") 

', ' ~ "" 

J. Craig Smith, President, Tteasurer and a dir~cto:r. of,' 
Avondale Mi 11s, and a director of~ llirioi S Central 'RR 
and of Southern ,Bell, the operating ·subsidi aiy of . 
American ,Telephof),e and Tdegrapti. ' " ' . ' 

'" . ' , . ; -: ' .. 

James' A,. ' "ann~ adi~~ctbr, of AvondaleJ1i lIs ,'an(" 
. . ' . .... 

Robert S·~ 'Wbkerso~, southern 'regio~~l viee pr~sideI1t -" 
of the Equitable Life AssUrance Sodetyof the U.S. .' 

\ : 

F.P. Samford is also a director of AT&T's southern operating 
subsidiary and of the West Point Mfg. Co. On the Illest Point 

I 

, '. 
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board Samford sits with direc ors of the Coca Cola-affiliatro 
Trust Company of Georgia, lar est stockholder of which is 
First National B8.!."'1K of Atlant. The largest stock.lJ.olders of 
First National of Atlanta are nominees of the two Rockefeller 
banks in New York City--Chase Manhattan Bank and First Natim al 
City Bank of New York, 2nd an 3rd largest banks in the U.S. 

The last director of Uberty ational is J.L. Laniet',adirector 
of t"Jest Point Mfg., and of Fi st National Bank of- Jltlanta~ ' 

Incidentally, it is inte esting to note that the textpe 
companies represented in this [complex, Canaway Mi 11s, Avondale 
Mills and 1uest Point Mfg. Co., received more than $5 million 
in federal money last year under Lyndon Johnsonts program far 
subsidizing them. It is not hard to see, is it, how these 
S8me interests can afford to pend afewhtindred dollars of 
their insurance company money to fete the 111m" enforcement 
officers" of Alabama? 

Policy control of the U erty' National Insurarlce Ce. 
L exercised by persons who a every mucha part of the fabric 
of the topmost political and conomic power of the U.S. 

The accompanying diagram sets forth graphically the 
tangled web of power, reaching into Lyndon Johnson's Whit!.. 
House and into the U.S. House of Representatives (in the 
pet-'son of CongresSm2u"l. Howard Callawayt-Jho sits or:. the board 
of Trust Co. of Georg i a and Georgia, Power Cci., . ru:other 
operating subsidiary of the Southrn Company) which stands 
beh ind the civic vi rtue of Liberty Nati onal as it honors 
the II law enforcement officers" of Alabama. 

lrvhat hope is there for American l~egroes, and for those 
who support their aspirations) when the President who appoints 
the judges and the U.S. attorneys (who, supposedly, will 
enforce the uivil rights acts) is so closely tied in wi th 
the industrial and financial elite \vhich sees fit to honor 
the murderous Alabama police mi ni ons of Governor George 
C. hlallace and Sheriff James Clark? 

And do not these hon-ored and esteemed financ i al and' 
industri a1 leaders hold the whips and clubs with which 
Selma Negro~swere driven from the s-treets on March 7th, 
in the same sense that the financi aland industri a1 eli te 
of Germany were found guilty of participating, by consent, 
in the massacre of6 mi lEon Jews in Nazi Ge rman ? 

And what will the American people do abbut it ? 
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