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S cl mn, J·~labama--Nc OJ.rly 100 Neor o os a cr o s s this st;, t ~ 's 

Blnck Belt will cntur p olitics !or the firs t tirne Mny3~ 

85 N egr o e s arc c a nd idates for offic o in th e 
Dem.ocx- :o. tic primary Mny 3. T h e others wHl b e ch o s on ;,t 
spccio.l co nv e ntions he l d a t county co urthous es th u t s -ame 
day , 

The:! c~ndidates -- :1-nd p o ospoctiv e can did.:t t c s· livc. ln 
1\ut.au g:a , Barbour, Bul lock, Choctnw, D a ll n. s, Greene, H n. lo. 
J c!!e r son , Mont comcry , M o bile, P e r ry, Sumpte r a n <l Wil co >e 
Counties :> ncl wlll b e ni min s at offic e s r:!. n c in r, fr om n s ant 
in / •. l abnm o. t s Sen :1- tc nnd Houa4i! o£ R e prce c n nt ivc s to . ., 
p o si t ion~ a s a h c r i! £ s, ta x co 11 e c tor s a. n d ;l s s c s o -r s :\ n cl 
coro n ers . 

In n eO). r\y alt case s, th e Negroes r unnin t: o. r c t h e first 
of their race to try for office in th eir · count y si n ce 
R c, con 8 t ruct i o n. 

The mo sl historic ra ce s will tak e pl::tce in Dall :>s :1nd 
Lowdne s C o unti c s, both th o site o! r:~. cim.l d cmon str .:1tlons 
n n d r o.c:inl de a ths nnd conccntT a tc. d v o t er rc~iatr :J.ti.on d-r iv e s . 

B e f o re J'.:l nu ary, 1965 , tho r o w a r e n o N cc r oci 
r<>[l iSt e r c d to vo t e in Lowd n ca County. Nogr ol!s th e r e now 
h r.vc .:l m ajo rity o! th<> r oci st o rcd vo t e rs , despite" whi le 
:rc ci ,tr .:l t ion oi ll3'l'o of th e eldnibl c vot e rs. 

Rea istr"tion in Dall a. s C o unty-S e lm a is t he;: cou n ty 
s en t-h a s incrensed from 300 in 1965 to n e:1 rly 3, 500 t od::t y . 

;I'h c /, tl:'!nt a -b;,scd Stud e nt Nonvi o l ent Coor dinatin ;• 
C ommitt e<> (S NC C) bciJnn its H:rst .t. l::tb a m a voto c ampaivO 
in Selma. in Jnnu :l.:ry, 1963, Since th e n SNCC wo'l'k c rs ""'"' 
cond uct e d dmU"r cnmp ::ticnn in moat of th e oth e r Bla ck 
Be lt counties in Southern /.!"bam :> , 

Tho newly form ed Dnllaa County Freedom Or ct\n i z ::> t i o n 
(DCFO) will n ·ominate a slate of o!!icers in c o nv e nti o n• :'tt 

the county courthouse M a y 3, Tne DCFO h o.s been c nn ductin c 
political workshops throunhout the co unty a nd int c n u s t o 
nomino.tc o. full al a te of c :l.ndid:>tes. Their nomine e fo r 
sheriff will !nco either incumb en t J:>m e s Cl nrk, whos o b ill-; 
club wi:ildin c posscc -mcn beat bnck Nccr o d c monstr :> t or B 
l a st year, or Selm :> Pbilicc C:tpt o.in Wilson B :>ke r, who 
t\rc u ocl wit.h Cl a rk over the handlin g of r o.c il a p r ot es t s h ~> r o . 

Four Dnll:>s C o unty Negroes nr e runninG in the D<Hnocr '\ tic 
Primary. 

Th ere n r c no Negro Dcmocro.tic c an did n t"s in 
Lowdncs County, but the county-wide Lowdnes County 
Freedom Or ganiz a tion (LCFO) will nomin ate cn n clid a.t cs in 
c o nvention on M:1y 3. The Fraa do m Or(l;lniz a tion her e h as 
become a model for NclJl'OCa in o t hcl' nenrby counti e s . 

I n an obvious attempt to hnlt Ncnro D o mo crntic 
pri.mnry cnndid -:> t e s, Robert Dickson Jr. , Ch ni ron ar\ o f th"e 
l ocal party executive Committ ee :r:o.ised qu n li !y in iJ fc"s 
9 00%, Dickson is a cl e !cnd:>nt in n Fcdcra.l suit in t b•, 
coujlty, c h :n c lnc th:>t h i m with evic:tins Nccro os :!t· o m ;, ; s 
property n{ t or th e y re c iotc:recl to vote, 

Civil ri (lhts workers in this a r ea of /•l:>bnma h ::. v e 
p r ed ict ed difficulty for .May 3 , 

" ln m o at c o unties, Necrocs will b e vo tin c !or the 
firs t tim e in over 50 yc::as. In few, th ey will b e m co tin e 
in conv entio n n ncl nomino. tin n their own c:>nclicl at-e s, i n 
oppo siti on to th o nll -wbitc D cmoer:l.tic p <>rt y st ructure , 
which con tr ols c o unty courthouses o. n d polic e f o r ces ;.e r ose 
rur :>l 1-.lnb:>m::.," SllliCC Cb o.ir m :!. n J ohn Lewis o ::>id. " We 
:>n ticip :>t<> th a.t there o.re wblit e m e n in th e se ;:. r eao w h o wil l 
c:! o n nythi n [l t o saop Nc e r oe s from c xcrcia inc their ri c hts , 
c sp c el;:dl ~ their ri [lht t o politic n l e xpr e ssion, " 
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