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Twenty-two national organizaU ollB 1nclu411l8 lal>or, ci vil ri&bta, religious, and stu-

dent orj!8lliJ:ationa todq called LL:pon tbe Rouse" of Rep,oaeatat±veo to vote on the 

¢ballengee to the Rouse delegati on ~om MissiSsi ppi in tbis session. 

Releaoed by Mrs . Victoria Gray, of Hattieeburg1 1Jisaissipp1 1 at a press cOD!ere~ 

in 'llaah1Dston, the statement "called upon all Concresomen to support a privileged 

re•olut±on callill8 the obellengee to a vote on Septt'lllber Zlst, U no previowo aot±on 

is tlll<an b7 tbe Jlouae A4m1niatrat1on COlllllll ~teo 'Ohich hao jurisdiction over the obel-" 

lsngeo at this tt.e. 

!rbe resolution refen-e<l to in 1oe ot.atemeat ia being presented by 31 Congreaamen, 

led· by Rep. B,yao (ll-1!. Y.) and E.dwarda (ll-Calit.) 1 "ho otate.d in a proos oonferehae 

that tbe.r would •ove to bring the cballengee to a vote on tbe llouoe noor on Sep-

tamber 21st becouee: "thoush the oballengea have been befcn'e the Committee since 

J\11¥ 29th, "to date the 00111111 ttee has not acbOduled a eill8le meeting on tbe challenge." 

Altoll8 tbe· aisnera of thie otatement were Dr. ·!Jartin lutber ll'1:ng o:t tbe Sou~hern 

Ohr1etian Leaclerebip Conference, lilr. John Pemberton of the ACW, Jolm Lewia of SIICO, 

A. Phillip Randolph of tbe Jregro American Labor Council, Dr. Robert Spike ot the 

!rational Council of Oburcl>e,o (Comiasion on Reliaion and Race~, J amea Fumer o:t 

CORE, llatbeft A!l:lann :of tbo. lfational Catholic Conference for Intan-acial Jua1:ice, and 

tho" .U.aria""" for De10ocrat1c Ao~ion. 

- more-

X 



Septtlllber '' 1965 p. 2 

T~e s~atemsnt 11•tea aix reasons ror demanding tu11 ana immediate Congressional action 

on the ch&lltJ16'18! "Tbie issue (tbe Cballonge} soea to tbo very heart of those Fil>o­

ciplea or democratic representation upon which tbo hcmor and 1nte.grity of the Consreoo 

·and the political r16bta o:r all Americana reat . It deeervea the tull and proiiiPt at-

tention o~ the Houae o~ Repreaent&tivea.11 

Aooordins to tbe etateillent, "!!'be ineocapable fact ia that tbe sittins W.aoioaippi 

BOWie deJ.e~tion waa elected under condi:.tions that :n.thlessl,y and un.consti tutionall,y 

excluded over ~ of the Negro citizens of Miasiseippi tram the ballot. , , • ror 

the Houoo to ~ell to deal openl,y and oeriouely with these ch&llellBO• 1e to encourose 

those .torees opposed to Negro voting to disregard the Voting Ri6bta Bill and to invite 

continUed. poll tical excJ.usion of llesroes in tbo South. 11 

The 0011plete list of aignatoriea follows: 

AaoriC6D Civil Liberties Union 
Americana for Democratic Aetion 
.COIIIIIiee1on on Baligion and Race, Nati onal Council of Churches 
Cong:l'ooe ot Racial Equality 
ip18copal l>ioeese ot 1'1aebington, Depa:.:tment ot Cbriatisn Social Relatioruo 
Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unit¥ 
llletbadiat Boa:ra or -Social Concern 
ltisei:eaippi.l'reodom Democratic Party 
Bational .Gatbolic Conterenee ror Interracial Juotice 
.Batiol'l&l Council, l~ethodiet Student J&ovement 
lfational l.ledieal C~ttee for Hu»n Risbto 
National Student Aaaoeiation 
I!Orthern Student .tlovement 
Botail, 'llboloeale, and Department Store l'l'orkers/District 65 (IIFI(CIO) 
Southern Christ ian Leaderabip Conference 
Southern Conference Educational lUnd 
'Student llonyiolent Coordl.nating Committee 
Students :Cor a Deoocratic Society 
Unitardan-Univeraaliet ~ellowsbip ror Social Justice 
United :Electrical, Radio, and.l.lachine \Vorkue of America 
17omen '• tntornational Leasw> tor Peace and. Preedom 




