
MARCil 25, 1965 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

STA'l'l!MlNT 'BY TilE l'B.FS!DENT 
TO 'lHE CJ.BI!m 

I want to make one thing unmi~takably and indeliby (sic) clear to 
every l)apartment, every- Pgsn.q, enrry office aoo every employee of the 
Government of the United State:;, 

'!'he .Federal Service lm18t n~ be either the active or passive ally 
of any who flout the Constitution of the United States, 

Regional custom, loct.~l traditi0tl1 personal J]l'ejudice or !ll'edilection 
are no excuses, no justification, no defense in this regsrd. 

Where there is an office or an officer or this Government, thl!l"e l!IQ!It 
be equal treatment, equal respect, equal service-and equal S\l'O'POrt
for all American citizens, regardless or l'!lce, or sex, or region, or 
religion, 

Public service iB a public trust. I would call upon every Federal 
civilian employee to remember tbet he bears a high and solemn trust 
to the Constitution under \l'hich he serves. tf all about him--neighbors, 
friends, fellow tcnmSlllen, even i'ami.ly---falter or fail in rEtrpect tor 
the Constitutional rigbts of others, the oubl~c servant in the 
service or hie country has a duty to protect, defend aid uphold 
those rights by word and deed, 

'!'he Federal service asks no confonnity- no uniformity of tho\lfl!ht aid 
no unanimity of vote. &.t where ConstUutional rights are concerned, 
the country can asJ< no more-and accept no lese- tban uncCI!IIDromiaing 
devotion to the Constitution iteelf, 

I am asking the \leads of each Department an:l Agency to cannnmicate 
t.hi& to wary office and. officer, whatever their rack or position, 
of the Federal service and to take all awropriate measures to as11Ul'8 
full compliance lfith the spirit or the law that governs and ~ards 
UB all, 




