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H6 n FO~ RELEASE UNTIL ,., . -
DECE~1 TI E I:! 3 ·• 1964 

ATLANTA, GEOR~IA-- Sarg nt Shr ·v r has be en aske y the Student Non 

V"olent Coordinatin~ · Comm ittee ( NCC) to suspend a poverty fund award 

to a Mississippi city becatis the directot of the program favors 

segrega tion. 

~hriver, who is head of President Johnson's War on Poverty, was 

asked to fi nd a new director for the five county pro~ram bee use th e 

pre sent one , State Senator J.P. J ean, once a vocate us1n~ F deral 

Ur an Renewal funds to maintain housing and school se r regation. 

Shriver was also asked to suspend implementation of the award, "and 

to consid r ways in which federal money can be distributed to those 

who need it , in a manner e quit a b 1 e to a 11 • '' 

The letter pointed out that the five counties in the northeast 

part of the state, for which the money is intended, has the owest 

percentage of Ne ~ roes in the entire state, wh · l a recent stu y y 

the u.s. Department of Ilealth, Education, an Welfare r orted that 

Tunica County, ~ fiss·ssippi-which is 79% Negro-is the nations poorest. 

Tunica i s one of 18 ·e l ta counties l\There Ne groes are more than 

SO% of th e populat i on. " I n ississippi," the let er said, "the 

battl line in the l,'a r on Poverty is in th , nelta, not in the North -

e as t." 

The letter recommended that Shriver contact the Counci of 

Federated Organizations (COFO) about distributin~ federal funds ·n 

an unbiase way. 
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The text of the letter follows: 

Sargent Shriver 
0 ·ce of Economic Opportunity 
The Wh"te House 
Washinnton, , • C. 

lear Mr. Shriver: 

November 30J· ~ 1964 

One of the recently announced grants rom your office under 
Pres · dent Johnson's "War on Poverty" was a grant of almost 
$670,000 to the Ur an 1,enewal Agency of Corinth, Mississippi. 
The mon y, according to Corinth ~1ayor John 1erc ier, "' · 1 
be used to up- grade education throueh a roRram of working 
w"th hi h school drop outs in five county area. Mayor 
Merci h 1s a ready called a conference of Mayors and 
school superindendents from the five counties. Selected 
to head th"s five county project is State Senator J.P. 
Dean of Corinth. 

We find it hard to believe that your agency could make 
such a grant. 

As you may know, Mississippi is one state wh·ch has raised 
HonE 
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serious questions about r rticipating in the edernl Urban Renewal 
rogram because of the possi ility o resultant integrated housing. 

Last February 14th, in a debate in the State Senate, enator Pean 
who was arguing that Urban ReneNal Programs could be used to 
maintain segregation said Cor"nth would use Urban P.enewa unds 
to relocate "82 Negro ami ·es who live wfthin a block of our 
white high school and solve a potent·ally dangerous situation''. 
Senator Dean not only advocates using Federal money to maintain 
segreP,ated housine but also s gregate school • 

Segreg - ted schools still exist in the city of Corinth as well as 
t e ive county area for which these funds a e intended. We find 
"t difficult to believe that a program which ·s designed to work 
with high school drop outs, and potential drop outs, will be an 
integrated program where schools are segregated and wh re the 
administrator of the program is one who apparently believes in 
both segreeated schools and housing. The meeting called by 1ayor 
Mercier to discuss the program did not include one representat1ve 
from Negro schools in the entire five county area. 

Negroes comprise more than 40% of the total population of the 
state of Mississippi, yet the five counties chosen for th·s prop,ram, 
accord"ng to the Southern Re~ional Council, have the lowest 
percenta e of Negroes than possibly any other five counties in the 
state. Just a few days before your announcement, the Department 
of Hea th, Educa~~ on, and 1V 1 are issued a re?ort which said 
that Tunica Coun t y, Hississippi is the nation's poorest. 
Tunica County, according to the Southern ·eg1onal Counc"l, is 
19% Ne ro, and is one of a group of 18 counties in the Mississippi 
Delta where Negroes make up better than SO% of the population in 
each county and where the 1mpoverishment of the Negro has never 

ee in question. In ~ ississippi, the battle l"ne in the 
War on Poverty is in the Delta, not in the Northeast. 

We do not w"sh to deprive ·mpover"shed neople wh"te or lack
from receiv"ng ederal f nds under this pronram, but in view of 
Senator Pean's statement s and the segregation which exists in 
the ive counties a ready se ected, we ask you to suspend the 
implernentat"on ofthis e rant, find a new and unbiased director, 
and consider ways in which feder~ l money can be istributed 
to those who need it ·n a manner e~uitab e to all. 

We su gest that you contact the Council of Federated Orpanizations 
(COFO), a state-w"de ~roup whose many pro~rams include the 
alleviat ·an of poverty for all the people of "t~fississipp·. 

cc 

Jesse Morr·s 
COFO 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 

s/ John Lewis 

Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee 


