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OOUNOll OF 1EDERATED ORGANIZATIONS 
429 Yazoo Ave. 
Olarksdale, M1ss. 

1or Immediate Re~ase 
- June 25, 19 

Clarkedale, M1es.--The trial of Reverend J.D. P.ayford, 68, 

on olUl.rges of reckless driving and driving While drunk was post­

poned today 1n Clarksdale 01ty Court until T~sday, Ju.ly 1. 

Police Ohie.t lien Oollins announced that the mayor had been called 

on urgent business •o Jackson, necessitating the postponement •• 

The trial was attended by approximately thirty members of the 

looal Negro oommunity and summer volunteers 1n OOFO's Mississippi 

Summer Project, Who were kept waiting in the courtroom for over 

half an hour unt11 the postponement was announced. 

The Reverend Rayford was arrested w~e driving from Memphis 

to Clarksburg early tled.nesday morning and is free on t119 bond. 

A lllptist minister and pas•or of four ohurohes, he is chaplain 

of the Ooahoma Oounty BAJ.OP and active in the civil rights move­

ment 1n Clarksburg. His arrest is Viewed here as a further ins­

tance of polios harrassment. 

- 30 --




