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5one lfitite neoTllC who can ' t read or '"rite 

Sunflower County , federal court test inony 

One Hhite voter testified that although his name is on the rolls 

ne didn't "know ha\•1 it g-ot there." Another white voter said he'd 

never seen a re~istration form, and another said he's received help 

·h·om Sunflower County registrars . 

Sunflower County is the home of Senator James o. Easthnd (fl . -­

Hiss . ) . Only 114 Negroes rrom an eli~ihle total of 13 , 524 are voters, 

while over 5 0~· of the eligibl e whites are re~istered. 

~our ~egro witnesses testified they had failed the test , while 

one lvhite wor.1an, who had nassed, testified she couldn't de-fine the 

,,,ord "il'lprisonment", even though she lived at. Parchman, site of the 

state prison . 

The testimony came at a non-jury trial that. begiln October 12. 

The United Stat.es Department of Justice is seekint~ an injunction a ­

Jpinst Sunflower County circuit clerk ~nd registrar Cecil C-:1mnbel1 

forb idd i nr. him from discri111 inat inr. agnins t Negro vot. in~ apnl icant:s . 

The A tlan til- based Student Nonviolent. CoordinaU ng Commi t.tee 

(SNCC) l1as been conducting n voter registration drive in Sunflower 

County f.ol" t~>~o ye~rs . 

[n its suir , the government maint.ains that Negroes are general-

ly re{]uired to fulfill voter re11uirements snecified by state law 

,,•hile ~;hit.es are 11cnerally renuired to meet either less stringent re-

nuirements or no requirements at all. 
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