






























OfficiaLs in interrogate Negroes attempting to regis ter to vote. 
In a two day period in February 1964, over two hundred Negroes stood in 
line but only seven were permit ted to take the registration test. Can­
ton's mayor, sheriff, polic e chief and other leading white citizens are 
executives in the white supremist Cit i ze ns' Council. 



appUcant once each week for two consecutive weeks, in a newspaper 
having general circulation in the COlUlty where the appl1eant applies. 

The statutes also provided that wltbJn 30 days after application any 
already - qW'1Jfiecl elector in the COlUlty may challenge in an affadavit 
the good moral eharaeter of any appl1eant, or any other qualif1eation of 
the can4idateJpr registration. Then, within seven days after such an 
affidavit 1s filed Iw a 'concerned' citizen, the registrar must notify the 
applicant of.~. time and place for a hearing to determine the validity 
of the ebaUenae. The registrar retains the discretion to change the 
dateofthe~ 

The registrar is authorized to issue subpoenas to compel the at­
tendance and testimony of witnesses. The testimony is recorded and 
then the reg1strar may either decide the validity of the challenge or 
take the challenge lUlder consideration. Courtroom rules of testi­
mony ax:e. not enforced at these hearings and both the aPPlicant and the 
challenger may question witnesses. Either the challenger or the ap­
plicant may appeal to the COlUlty board ofeleet1on commissioners. if 
the registrar decides against.him in the hearing. 

The cost of the hearings are taxed in the same way that costs are taxed 
in the State chanceq courts: the all..white COlUlty board can decide 
whether the contestants must share the costs, or the one who is de­
cided againstcmust pay all of it. 

The statutes further provide that if no challenge to the applicant's 
qualifications is filed, the registrar shall determ ine the nature of the 
applicant's moral character and other qualifications "within a rea­
sonable time.u Thus, if there is no challenge by a private citizen, 
there is nothing in the statutes which forces the registrar to come to 
a decision about the appJJc:ation. 

If the registrar should find the appUcant qualified, House Bill 903 
requires that the registrar write the word "passed" on the applicatio~ 
form. However, the appUcant is still not registered Wlless he comes 
back in person to the registrar and asks the result of his application. 
The bill places the burden of responsibUlty on the appUcant to return 
to the registrar's office. ' . 

This requirement must be seen in the light of the murders and beatings 
of Negroes wh1eh have taken place in the courthouse or on its steps in 

-" connectlon widl voter registration efforts. 
If the applicant was ruled to have good moral character. but the reg­

istrar decided the applicant has not fulfilled one or more of the other 
requireroenU. the statute requires that the registrar write "failelf' 
on the appUcadoD. The reg1strar, however, must not specify the reasons 
for fallure, because to do so "may constitute assistance to the ap­
plicant on aBOther applk:ation." 

The statute also provided that if the registrar decides the appUcant 
has fulfilled aD requirements except that of good moral character. 
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the registrar writes that on the application form and the reasons why 
he finds the applicant not to be of good moral character. 

1£ the registrar decides the applicallt has not fulfilled one or more 
of the other requirements. and is not of good moral character. the 
registrar writes "failed" on the application and has the discretion 
to write on the application. "not of good moral character." 

This is the "public" mask worn for the outside world to explain 
why Negroes are not registered in large numbers in Mississippi. 
The 1963 Omnibus Suit asks the Federal Court to declare all of these 
registration requirements unconstitutional except those which were 
largely provided prior to 1890. Those requirements are that the ap­
plicant: be a citizen of the United States; 21 years of age or over; a re­
sident of Mississippit the county and election district for the period 
outlined in the Constitution of 1890; be able to read; that the applicant 
not have been convicted of any of the disqualifying crimes described 
in the Constitution and Code of Mississippi; and that the applicant 
not be insane. 

Negroes are .pow trying to tear away this legal mask to expose 
the real basis of white supremacy. Without the right to register 
and vote Negroes cannot take part in any phases of Mississippi's 
form of republican government. What recourse do the white supre­
macists leave Mississippi Negroes. if Negroes cannot voice their 
opinions at the polls? 

......... 



NOTICE 
Applic.altons for Registration musl 
be com~efet4 filled ouf wilhout an4 
assistance or sugqestions of an4 
person or memorandum. 

After 10 da4s applicants n~mes and 
addr~slQs arQ pubtishQd for two cOIllI'CutivQ 
'/iooks in IIJq newspaper .lhQ4 cannot be 

on until 14da45 after the second 
,caiion .lherofore II can lake 111 Ionq ~s 

da4S before we c~n qive you an omw.r 
fa ~.0IJr applicahon tX!lnq aCCQPled 

Or reJected. 
~. aid 

?t~kAR 

Above: Regi strar's office, Forrest County courthouse in Hattiesburg. 

Back cover : Elderly lady enters Leflore County courthouse in Greenwood 
to attempt to register to vote. 
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