














ARREST SHERIFF, DEPUTY,
THREE OTHERS

Sheriff Lawrence Rainey, Depu-
ty Sheriff Cecil Price (who ar-
rested the three civil rights
workers June 21 prior to their
murder), Ex-Sheriff E. G. Bar-
nett and two city policemen—
Richard Willis and Q. N. Burkes
—were arrested on October 3 fol-
lowing their indictment by a fed-
eral grand jury in Biloxi.
Charged with conspiracy as law
officers to deprive Negroes of
their constitutional rights, the
five were arraigned in Meridian
and released on $1000 to $2000
bail each.

When the sealed indictments
were returned, persons close to
the investigation had said they
were in connection with last
June’s triple murder. However,
they involve incidents which oc-
curred long before—last Janu-
ary 26 and in October 1962. On
the more recent date the sheriff
and his deputy are charged with
arresting a Negro for drunken-
ness and beating him over the
head with a blackjack so that he
required five months hospitali-
zation. In October 1962, all five
arrested officers are accused of
beating, with leather straps, five
Negroes arrested on cow-steal-
ing charges.

CITY HALL SIT-IN

WINS BROAD SLUM PROBE

An eight-day, round-the-clock, CORE
sit-in at City Hall in which up to 100

‘persons at a time participated, ended

when the City Council’s special com-
mittee on housing and urban devel-
opment agreed to a thorough investi-
gation of slum housing. The commit-
tee chairman, Willis Gradison, pro-
posed that the City Council’'s nine
members make a personal tour to eye-
witness prevailing conditions.

The agreement was reached at a
meeting of the special committee held
at CORE’s request. At the meeting,
the building commissioner agreed to
start compiling a list of building own-
ers under order to correct defective
conditions. Previously only records of
the actual buildings were maintained.

Regarding the Standish Apart-
ments, whose rent strike—the first in
Cincinnati — had prompted ahe City
Hall sit-in, the safety commissioner
admitted that building regulations
could have been enforced to the letter
of the “law” but argued that this
might have meant evictions.

FIRST FREEDOM DAY IN TOWN WHERE RIGHTS WORKERS WERE KILLED

Thirty Negroes lined up at the court-
house on September 14, the First
Freedom Day in Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi, where CORE Task Force
Workers James Chaney and Michael
Schwerner and Andrew Goodman, a
student volunteer, were murdered last
June. All 30 succeeded in registering.
But Allan Schiffman, a CORE observ-
er, was arrested for “failing to obey a
police order.”

A week later, six more Negroes
came to register but were turned
away on grounds that they could not
do so while court is in session. A
suit has been filed as a conseqgence and
a major county-wide freedom rally, the
second to be held, took place October 4.

On the night of September 17, a
Choctaw Indian church, which the
voter registration workers had plan-
ned to visit and the church of Rev.
Clint Collier, who has been active in
the voter drive, were bombed and to-
tally destroyed. Six days later, 50
Negro students were expelled from
school for wearing CORE “Freedom
Now” buttons. All but six have been
reinstated. Following Freedom Day,
the intimidation which marked the
first week’s operation of the local
COFQO headquarters in late August
was resumed, reports CORE Task
Force Worker James Collier.

CORE Task Force Worker Zev
Aelony, who a year ago was one of
four civil rights workers jailed in
Americus, Georgia, for three months
under a subsequently voided state in-
surrection law, was arrested Septem-
ber 14 on a phony auto license charge
and severely beaten by six whites in
the city jail. He has been working
toward formation of a cooperative
industry in Americus.

(This photo shows Collier, facing
camera, and CORE Vice Chairman
Rudy Lombard, at the site of a burned
Negro church.)

That first week was characterized
ironically by a staff member as a
“comedy of terrors.” Each night, af-
ter dark, cars filled with insult-shout-
ing whites drove past. The first night
a shotgun was leveled at the building.
Threats of bombing and burning fol-
lowed. The number of the newly in-
stalled phone already had become
known throughout the community.

One night, several carloads of
whites displaying pistols and shot-
guns stopped and the occupants got
out and menacingly lounged around
the building. Later, an anonymous
phone caller threatened: “Your time
is running out: the end is tonight.”
When staff members retire, they post
a senfry.

Occasionally Deputy Sheriff Cecil
Price drove by the new headquarters
with sirens screaming. On one occa-
sion, he served a summons question-
ing the validity of the lease which
COFO had signed. Then, Sheriff
Lawrence Rainey ordered them to va-
cate under threat of arrest on tres-
passing charges. The rights workers
ignored the order.
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