














‘FREEDOM RING’ ENCIRCLES TICKET BOOTH

By Deoris Castle

Since November 1963 New Orleans CORE had been picketing three down-
town theaters urging that they admit Negroes. It is the end of March 1964
and the situation called for new techniques.

So on Good Friday, nine of us joined the line of patrons at the ticket
window of Loew’s State. The line moved briskly. The first of our group
reached the window and placed her money on the counter. It was not the
ticket seller but the assistant manager standing nearby who refused to sell
the ticket.

One by one, we followed. Each was refused, without explanation. The
last of our group, Alice Thompson, then walked behind the ticket booth. We
joined her, linked hands and completely surrounded the booth forming a
“Freedom Ring.” We began to walk in a circle.

The surprised patrons fell back into the quickly-gathering crowd of spec-
tators. A few held their places in line. One man tried to break through our
ring but failed.

While we circled the booth, police conferred with the dejected theater
manager. Then a policeman came over to our group and asked us each, indi-
vidually, to leave. We refused. He placed us under arrest. We sat down, still
in circle formation. Policemen then lifted each of us onto a hand-truck, rolled
us to the paddy-wagon and took us to jail.

It was a first arrest for Katrina

ARREST LIBRARY SIT-INNERS . . .
THOUGH THERE IS NO LIBRARY
FOR NEGROES

Though there is no library for Ne-
groes in East Feliciana parish, five
Negroes who sought to use the white
library in the parish seat of Clinton
on March 7 were jailed for “disturb-
ing the peace.” The five — Henry
Brown, Robert Smith, Willie Kelly,
Cleveland McKenzie and L. C. Bibbens
—were arrested while sitting-in. Five
days later, Mimi Feingold, a CORE
Task Force worker, was arrested as
a material witness and her bail was
set at $1000.

Similar groups of CORE students
on March 7 attempted to use the lib-
raries at St. Francisville, West Feli-
ciana parish seat and at Greensberg,
St. Helena parish seat, but found
“closed” signs in the windows. Both
libraries are normally open Saturdays.

Library buildings in the three par-
ishes are operated by a tri-parish
board for whites only, though Negro
taxpayers money goes to support
them. A suit seeking desegregation
of the libraries has been filed in fed-
eral court by CORE attorneys. Sole
library service for Negroes is one
bookmobile, which has been out of
operation since its operator, Mattie
Matthews, was fired. Her dismissal
came after she and 12 other leaders
of a CORE boycott against downtown
stores were arrested last December
for “conspiracy to commit public in-
timidation.” The three parishes are
targets of an intensive voter registra-
tion drive by CORE. In West Felici-
ana no Negro had registered from
1902 until this past October.

CORElator readers who want to join
the CORE group nearest to them but
who don't know its location can get
this information by writing to James
McCain, CORE Director of Organi-
zation, 38 Park Row, New York, N.Y.

Jackson and Harold Sullivan. Shirley
Thompson, Ruth Wells, Linda and
Dorotha Smith and Alicia Joseph had
been arrested before. I had been ar-
rested five times in the course of New
Orleans CORE’s years of nonviolent
action.

We were booked on an open charge.
It was later minutely particularized
to “criminal mischief,” “Obstructing
passage,” “disturbing the peace,” “re-
fusing to move on” and *“resisting
arrest.” After three days in jail, we
were released on bond pending trial.

In February, through the interces-
sion of Sonny Liston whom we had
contacted, the closed-circuit telecast
of the Liston-Clay prizefight was
shifted from Loew’s State to the
municipal auditorium.
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