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TO THE STUDENTS OF ~EXICO: 

In 1960, Af r o--Aroerican students in t he southern Uni t ed States 

launched a moveme n t which has today become a national liberation 

struggle. Tho se students wer e not the f i rst blacks to f ight for 

freedom; our strugg·le i s c e nturies o ld. Bu t it wa s t hos e student s 

wh o g ave us new unpe tus. Their e f for ts led to the ~nergence of new 

ideas , new f orms o f struggle, a ne w underst a nding ofthe enemy , a nd 

a new determination to a ccept nothing les s than full l iberati on . 

Since 1 960 s and part i cul arly t h i s year , t he ''1or ld has seen 

students of all col o r s a nd nati o n alities explode i n rebel lion against. 

t h e forces of oppression . ·He in the black mov emen t of the United 

s ·tates wel c ome t he s tudents • ac t ion s , for we know they are blows 

strucJt- - directly or i ndirectly--aqainst our own e n emi es: r-acism, 

colonia lism a nd capi t alism, as p ersonif i ed in th~ Uni t ed States 

t ogethe r \vi th the foreign gove:rnment .s ,.;h ich i t con t r ols a nd maintains . 

we of SNCC a r e l}partened b y :rour r::ourageou s struggle--the longest 

and bloodi est struggle aged t.h i s year by any group o_ s tude n ts. 

You a r e chi ldren o f a n a n c i e n t conouest: and o f a longstanding 

colonialism~-and so a.re \v~ Afro - z...weric a.<-l b . Yuu b e long i..:o t he •nrhir d 
J 

World" - - as do we Afro-American s . Y.>u !:.oo l.iv :.-- undo:::- a gover:nment 

wh ich mainta i ns a facade of d emo cracy, \ori.1ile using a combi nation of 

repres s ion and -::o- opt a t ion to sustain i'i.:~; control. "!l-=>u t.oo a r e a 

people wh o have b een d espi s e d by the \vh i te tJan ··-th e Yank~e , t he gringo- 
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f or your color~ your culture, your so-called ignorance , your poverty. 

The differences which exist bet ween your people and ours are far less 

important than the common experiences whid'l link us . 

Our $truggl.e is indivisible , no matter h o\v much national 

p a tterns may vary . We do not wan t to proclaim a false unitYi vi e 

know that unity is not merely a word but the product of much work 

and even sacri fice. But we recognize your actions as being significant 

and helpful .to us e When one of you d ies i n battle, it is a loss to us. 

When hundreds of you are imprisoned, to face an unknown fate, it is 

part of our struggle--and an eA~erience which we know ourselves a ll 

too wel l . 

We send you our s upport and hopes. We salute your determination, 

per~istence. a?d b.cavery. }).bove a ll, ,.,e have p ledged our5elves to 

continue our f :l.ght h ere-- a t whatever price and by any means necessary . 

We b e lie ve t hat t h e best help vw can r edd.er is our own bat tle against 

the force s o f raci sm~ coloniali sn1 a nd c apita lism. Tha t is the message 

-v;e send t o you toda y. 

James Forman 
Director ~ International Affa irs 


