
'l'l<:!: T OF THE, JOD!T ~TM!IBT1'1-T ..J 0}/IID B¥· Tlru1 MOVEi.IF,T FOR P.U'ERTO RICAN 
l~ID.E1>ID'fDE1Cll 0:.ovit iliTO .PRO lNDI;T>~Jlill'.C LA DE. lIO'ER'N)· RICO), :PlmEilM.'ION 
or Ul>JIV'CRSITY STiJD"i!.1TS FOR li'DE :Ei.TDB..CE (FEDERAC10J; DE UlUVi.RS-ITARIOS 
:PRO IlfDEl?mrDE'.ICIA) end Tl1E GTUDWJT f!ONVIOL~T co RDillATLtG cor .. :IT Tlra 
( rurcc) on J a1rua:ny 26', 'l.1)€fi r 

Mr, StQkeJ.¥ Carmichael ' :. visLt. to Puert'.o. RioO: has serve-a toem:phasl 'ze 
thet the 1lleck irople af the ·United: Stctes snd the 'People of l'uer1ro 
Rico , -althougb senare.ted geographical 1-Y,_, are engeged in a comlnon etru­
gg'Le :for Ii bel'e.tion ~t'.il.1."Bt a commtm elienry . 

,Tb.e B~e: ck peoT1le of the Utti tad ~tp:be .s -<!!ld !t:111 people of Pl1el'to Rico are 
v:i.ctime of ,;he sllltle structure of economic•, po'lttica.l end n1ili tary 
po',fer . It i-s AJD.ericw\ imperial.ism which keeps the Black population. 

•. in co~q~tlons of mire;ry and Uvtna under all ferns of o~pression: 
econo'!rj~c. polii;t-oal, ~ocial end cultural.~ That power structure lllain ­
t11.ine the si;,me O'Q"9reseion over Puerto fl.ice , w)lich conti'l:lues to end.ure 
:noli tic¥ • llli.li ~ary alld e1,1l tvr al coloniali an as \1all as economic ex­
Iil.c3ii etiqn . , . 
In the world-wide struggle 1:or lib ere.ti on, the.a~ two -struggles - - one 
.f.or the . liberat~,on of a paople living wi>thin tlie OP}l~essor ne,.tion and 
the qt; !\er .for ttie l:i;b~atio11 of c0 opJ;e a• er wl'tom the Uni'ted States ex­
ercises direct colonial- control -- have a specieJ. re l ationship . The 
goverl'l.llle)',lt-,.of the ~:qited S'llates uses tm yo~h of our ·two ·!JeOJ,llee as 
c~ou fo,dcl,er in ; i 1Is ~l'eS~iV'e we.r age.inst 'the Vietn1l!llese peo,Ple . 

'Their b'J.ood ii.a a.. di reot res1Ut of the ~es,:;.iou ~,bioh mai:ee our 
people ·nctim e rjf the white 'tlower l:itru.cb.ire ef the United 1Jtate s . 

t{e_r.e()ver, ,a t1'lirc1 of the Pue,rto PJ.cmt peorue live in t!B vrban ghetto 
_o,. tbal 11\l'i ted State$ , ''Aere they enmi-re togeth&r with the At r o-
Altre;r:ie ens racism , oul:tural, ~nd -0conomc O1mre.ss.i-on,, a11d police br u-

• .:t.e .li t;1 • · 
I 

T)1 er f!:f a:e.: 
1 .. Tl(e 'r1ov.i111en}o i:>ro Inde!1endencia de t>u.erto Rioo and the Federacion 
de t.Tµi versj, tar.J;QS Pro In.depenclenci a r.sco,3Irl ze , St'CC as a brotho.i; or­
geni.z-e,ti on which i_s strugglin3 to £:ree 1llack Amerio E>.l'lf.l from the white 
pO1'1e;:: ~tructi..re of tl;Jo United btatea . 
'2, • SNCC reco2,11.i :we the TfovimE!'lto Pr·u 'Indevendencia d-e Pt\erto Rico e.s 
ttie vt1,'hg12ard, o.f ·~he 'l-'v.erl;p Ri Qfill _rnonle ' s etru.,;;gle. fol' lib,era.tien ond 
t:J'le.t,Feder ;,.ci OI\ l'.lo Un;i. versi tr.riee l'ro Incle,endenoia as the orcani zat:ion 
reryresent'ing J?u.erto )'lical} 1;,t\.lden·te in their etrllo"'lile against lm!)erial­
ism r,nd e,1; the ve_ncvr..rd of Puerto Ricen Cit1,ide,1te . 
3 . ,T4e 11.P. I. ?,ll.d th€ F'.tl'. ',l . offer their ounport to Afro-Ameirioa.hs 
in th~r strlll\glo, t9 obtF..in. politicel and economic power in their 
commuhities - - the P.tru,;&le for vhi;,.t he.a been · called ''Dl f'c1c Power" . 
4 , . Sl'CC affirms its 81.l'f)!)Ort for the str~le of the Puerto Rican 
1,>eopl ~ .for -~ tional ,in1l.e~ndeuce . · · 
5 • • $/.i'C!;, 11PI, r,1J.d Rrol e.ffiTID tl'fir jolrtt struggle aq;a.inat the eraft ­
ing of the yo).2.tl: of the!r f1€'9IJ1e by tre U. S. Anny ~ tl13 cle:f'ense of 

the. oiµtura.l integri'j.y of both peoples , for- t!Jair econmaic mid other 
rights, ~hey also offer mu'l:na1.al aid and she.ring of resources :for the 
commo;n. str~le . . 

'- 6 .. 8ntlC, ?lPI, and FO.iI a.ffirn tl'P•t tbe stru gg le of the Puerto Rican 
an.'l. ' ltfro-American -oeonles in ttn urbau gae·btoe of the U.S . :f'or -poli ­
tical and economic control , for b,,tter hou.sin5, for quality education 
and better 1iv1ng_conditione .generally , ca be acceler£ted thl'ougb 

_ co111nQn P:ilE'el3 snd joint a.qt ion . 1 

7,. S~lCG, IJPI, end :9'o:PI affi)'Tj!J tlr t tllo struegle 11.gai.nst Alllel'i.c an ag- · 
giession tg~,era 'ti. j.!i e'.;n~ee,a Y.J: .ople cart be strengthened by joint act­
ion~ e .. SFcrc of;fers its a.saiatp,1,ce to flPI and FUPI in their effor't to br­
in~ tne c~loniE tl situation of T?uerto Rico befcm the u.n . 

..9 • • r-lPI ~,na FU'.PI ot'-£.er tmi-r EU;tiatrnce in brihging internetional at ­
tent"i.6n to the onpresston ef B:i.:-ck Al!le.ric:ms , and recognition of that 

oupre esi on not e.s en interntl nroblEm of tte U. S . but a matter of 
dircot concern to all humanity . 

. 1O • • The. ,or~uationi;i affirm thct with r. viow to strengthening their 
undertal:in.gs ·~y s1:1ecli'ic activi tics , they will carry on tnee-e e:ffo'rte 
1d th mutual res ..,ect a,nd U11dersta:ndt-ng i>.,1Aong thramsel ves . - . Si,gned by~ 

• 
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chilo.ron auring a tei,rible war; we grew up when six m:ll;J.ion 'People 
,,are sent to t.be ot ens . lle l'lad no VQic e in tl'flf; d.eed . Ue muet na ve a 
vo ice now. 

Somehov1 we must rega.in our humanity end cree.ted a new hUlllaniam in the 
world . AS the great poet John Donne Be.id, "The death of any man dim­
inishes beca\l;Sa I am involved in lilE:llkind.. Th.erefae never send to 1mow 
fo_r whom the bell -tolls -- it to l ):s 1'0.r thee . '' 

This is one rei;,son why tile fate o:t Latin America is of great importance 
to us . We know, of course, about the i11de:_1endence l!IO/ ement here in 
Pu!!rto nice. \le know a littl: -- though, nd; enough -- about the strug­
gle :i,n Guatem!i.le .md Brazil; we kn01 e few n2.1Des 1.tite that of Luis 
Mareios Lime. of Gue.tettela end Hugo Blanco cf )'o r11 and ;iiour g ree.t 
leader, ~ed:ro Albi® Oam'los. our orgi,.nization is at this ·vel;J moment 
prena,rina · to demonstrate in the vni ted StF1tes age.inst Pre sident-ele ct 
oosta e Silva of J'r"'zil, ~ho ts nc,,, vis-ting there . 1,;e k;oow that there 
will be ll\ore el:r!"1'lll, ea o;t' el1JJ7Tecaion in 'Latin Au1erica., as ui tlie rlomi­
inice.n ~e11ublic . There wilJ be new Vietnams in Latin America . \ie are 
absolutely O1"--.0sed to the lllili l;ary-industrie.l COLlJ?l!iX 0~ the Un;l. te!ld . 
St~tes vhi ch con-tinuas to ~,age "al' agfl'illl!t non..:wh±te ")eop],e ei tb.~r by 
direct .mili 1i1;1ry e.c ti on., indlrect polLti cal intii!'rven tion, or econbllti c 
e.xploit ~ti ol'l. '.!batever form tl:12. t SU'!)•iression trikes-, it is r,,ar . 

One of the renson£l wo,y I choee tos"leok in Spanish here tod~ d:esP,i te 
my brief oont,1.ct Vii t'1 the lellgusge, is b-eoe.use I ~esl)ect y'our language 
which ;i. s nart o;f your cultural iclenti ty . Otneri, froid t.he IT. S , who cCilQ 
hersi ougb-t; ·~o dp the same, end I pcromise you th$. t the next time I come 
to T->uerto RicoI ho-.,e to s·,eak Sneni !lb better . The question qf cu1tu­
ral iden tity is~ vecy im~orten.t ~~tter to Afro-J,J!l~ricans, beca~s e it 
has bcnn oonsif'tent;ly denied us . The soci ~ -tel.ls us in meny wan, 
that to be succea£.ful , to be dnte1-liBfilt, to be 'beau.ti-:ful , on~ cannot 
be J31-eck. For exenmle , when ,eople in the U. S. ttlk ebout Uit'egration 
it is al••1eys i.n terms of Bleck children being able to goto -wn;i:~e scho ­
ols, Bleck parents '.leing ab1-e to move into a whi be neighp01.·hood , This 
amount, to.sayina tlr' t nothing file.ck -- nothing of our o~ n - can be 

.gopd . The soo-il,!ty tea-hes ou.r i,eoTJle to try e.nd be as white as voasi ­
bl e, and so they p.re eshamed o-'.f their features -- tehy try to straig­
then their hair . ifht,ougho\tt the country, but es~ciru.1.y in the Sqµth , 
Black pi:mle. Ql"e denied knl'.n1ledge w' their hi13-trx y and cu1-tw e; -teby 
iu-e taught t-lT t t\w Pro ,io:thles'l'l . In a similar 71E\Y, fyerlo {t;ican.s 11ho 
comp to -tl1l CTnit ea. 't,ctee rlso CrQerience !)Teantt ·l:l to acce.;,t the vru.ues 
of the domin r.n+, society in Glrder to be su.coesci:'ul . 

The creatiQIL Qf · whe.t we call "Black Consciou~eas" -- knowledge of and 
pricl,e in, our i•1&1.lti ty a J.:f'r1>.il!ericl;'J'ls - is therefore ,r.rt of what 
y,e mean by Black Power . 

Black 'Po,-1er means for ue liberetion >-from op-.,reeaion by the rac;Lst \fhlte 
power stno ture of t .h,c U. S . It l!loona thP .t ,,e tlillcontrol our 01'll Afr­
emerican colllm\llli ties . Tl:ie.t 1·e will di:t~ct our dfe.i rn. '.l'.hf.':t we will 
,ha; e i,ower in tile ~olitictl end econotiic o.re)1as . In tf:e srune way, in­
dependence for yov. meene todired; and control your on lives and tne 

wealth of your countrv, now- controlled by a forei~ powel" - the U.S. -
and its Uncle Toms Jxre . Our people ere s c6lob.y wi'thin the U.S.; you 
are a coJ.ony- outside tl:e U. S . 

B~t our vi slon is not merel.v- Qf a society in whicl1 ))lack men have pove.r 
to rule the li vee of d:he r 131 !'.ck men . 'llbl'l 1:1.ocie t:y we see~ to®i ld a- . 
m.ong B-le.Qk aeo'lle is . not an opt11;esei-ve or c.aJ?i tal:ist;Lo eooie ty . I·~ is 
a pOoiety in ,~b;i.ch the. spirit of oolliD!ul'tity and human.ial;ic love ,vilI pre 
-v ,:,il . He do not want meral J t o see Black money go into the Black 
i:,Qcketia; we, 1·1en t to see 1 t go into th3 o:>tnruunal pock'e~ . \Je want to see 
the coonere.tive {:QDClit">t anoliea , itibusl nes t, e.nd 'benk:i.ng and housing . In 
schools,. we want tl:E CC:mnrnni ty to deol,de hCM the sehoo,le shQuld be run 
-:- not. a .group o:f adlninistrctors 1·bO do not underi;·~c.nd the problems of 
the comriuni ty . 

11e seek , ";her&fCI!' ~ to cban{!e tro r,o · er be.sis of the world. The power­
less aho'\1).1 now 1:leein toh t'lle ~o,,.er . fui a is oue:reeson wtiy we refuse 
to f:lg ht in -fthe Al!lericen Ar.ri:y 1>¢.net tho VCie,1n1ruueee rmple . i'he- Aineri ­
CBll Arny ti,kea advantage of tho Af11fl1lleric.2I1 masses . It uses tltem to 
fight our own qrotlle,rs . .It tells us thf t ,1e are s-oing to .Ei:;ht '.for a 
eo- called 'denocre .ey1 Qut ,:e lcno)1 the n:,pocrisy of the.t claim. \ie know 
Ul our file sh a,nd in o,tr.. blood, vhat 11/1..lllericen de- oracy 11 mews . For .. 
this reason we ere e.b.Gol.l.iltely ?~nosed -- ..I .reveet absolutely - - to the 
drafting of yov.ng w•ople of anv nat ional.i ty who are oppresr;ed like us. 




