FOLLONUE TO VICTORY
(foll ‘b the 2nd summer newsletter m:sxe
iotory In The Slums")

As late as the last awslﬁha: I waa nat soha.uy sanvinoed
of the yslue of =mass rallies and masgs demonstrastioms. The
task of Wuildins indigenous power withinm ths ghstto is so
great I alwost Jealously guarded my partisipation and analyais
of the loeal e&fforts. Two things have camﬁ s o a2lter-
ar should I gsay-hroaden my vmm*

Pirst, the power atzughm of Chicago hee been forced,

as it was net belore, to pecognige that there is = problsm

in Chibs&c,. Chicegao 1s giok and the looal "dootors" -aivioc,
business and ;ransj.ms lsaders-nave not been able to uncover
the illnessy it took & fresdom movement, that dered tear off
the artifieisal skin, to reveal the festerins sores. Such
public visw B8 has bean given to the whols ocountry and such
segaloneg as the meEetings now being hold between the Movement
people and the local power strusture, has =ided 1m ziving
birth to dlanity among the have-nots of thes slums, '

Secondy 1 marohed in the suburb of Evergresn fark ysster-
days  The protoction was not snoughs The whites of all ages
and both sexes wera vielous. BSubl the heavens wers merciful
as thay gsve forth with & dArenchiing rain that probatly saved
any serious mishaps. The small amount of blood that I dld
see, the damsged cars that did not make At to the protected
paricing lot 8s wa did, the huge cemsnt piBce Ghat case within
inches of ay head, ths swastilss, and the distorted lapnguaget
All of these paks me understand why the sin of the society
outside the zhetto needs Lo be revealsd along with the sin
of the slum cancunm. ‘Onsg is caught up with thﬁ other,

89, what goes within the ghetto as the power of redsmp=
tive love triesz to wark its way into the gickne=ss of the outsr
city? What hes been happsning ainoe that imitial victory for
sluw dwellars when Lhey were able Lo get & lnr.g;e realtor to
Sl a bmm-landm ambmt?

following hhst mﬁm the rmm of attention must go Lo
the Tast garfisld Perd Jommunity Organization (SGFCC). Hare
is where tha real work op the Union front is now ocsurring,
if it 15 opourring st all in Zast Garfleld Farks Furtker,
1t 18 in similar groups to Mo« Ehat sction to umlamize the
ghatto 1s tekine shape.

26E20 zEEES emy %@aaéay wspm@ in the basemwent of the
Varren ﬁm& Chur e:« from the (upstairs) sotivities of
both the Ysgt Bléa ﬁhﬂ tian Wm Wx'h Blde Antlon Center
for '@m City drive, Sxoept for staff persons, sich as
mye=lf, this 1s & striotly commmity mesting, Unlike the mass
raliles, the whités are fowy not beohuse anyone is unwelsome,
but benauses this is cbviously a family gathering and the East
Garfisld Park family tends to have a rather dsrk sogplexicn.
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Binoe the exoitement aﬁ“ %he : "z~uaotim and court hearing,
the weekly meotings heve been attracting an average of 40
people, The hard core of the orsanization is about 20,
Others come because they have s wpsclfie complalnt, they
have an'eviction notice that has them 'y or frightened,
or just beganse they have heard about this group that meets
to da scmmhma fer ?xm pempw of the community.

em m aaum mala &am from putside the community
to s recent meeting. He had & problem that hé hoped EGRCO
sould help him with since hz lmew of no help in his own ares,
an eldsrly woman stood up at & reoent meeting and gave a
twenty miznute sermon on how she was ready to fﬁg"ht beeause
shs wag tired of shasing rsteg and roaches. The War munse:lnr«
for the West Side sang which calls itself the Vice Lords
came to & meeting shortly sfter glegning of the wm&mgm
he came to give his Anberpretation of wihy it was so herd to
orcenize the buildings of the contracted realbor...or for
that master, any tuilding, His oxplanstion wes that people
were afyaid snd nensded consrote a&summe «&i;at bhey amﬂa
ast without being. hurt,

Probably the most wmwmg thine at all of tha maﬁi;‘“ 25
has bean tha relatiyely larme number of young adult and middle
age malss who come and at lenst paytiaily commit thmsalvem
Several of the younger gioup &e&km ‘the very intanss y i
sdult frmals president of the orgenization, bubt aven in the
heckling situetions there i1s an a1y of pride an&: 3:5;* that
£ilis ’!;!txa room during most nr aw::y matmg;

m.mza the vctory that gmre *ffhem tﬁa aedmt*aatt:
contract, fwo areas of concerm heve been 4 ‘soussed and acted
upcn, The farst has to do with the realtor who amnm& that'
contract, and the aet:md has to do wiﬁh new bat:tnesu

‘ntmanﬂ,»m&«fw waiakg mlz,wins the a:emamg of the
sentrast with the realtor only eimht of the some firb;x buile
dings had becn orgemized for the Union. The situation was
woalt, and Z0FCQO Afcided to take over 1tself since the af'fwhs
of the ‘poople upstzirs® (BCLC staff and volunteers) was
largely directed tﬁwam the Open City mav'amnt. .

@rﬁwa £W W mwxmw& 80 the pérsons attending
could s8¢ how they might 1ssue thelr grievances and how they ware
to instruct others in the buildinss owned or mansged by the con-
tracted realtor to do nkgwisa. 4 Steward's cheklist was
Lesued and explained, and Stewards were 59! cited at the EG?&Q

15y With. plans set @,,afj,ﬁufkﬁiéiﬁ‘ hom In the buildinzs
1s vell, The cheoklist consisted of eleven gemeral qwaﬁm&
that the Stemérd: was bo ask&a&h tenant, after which the grie-
ginaemm, 10 nﬁaﬂm, was tm b ﬁl,:{ad mw'ﬁg« ths te:zam :
nsckle =
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at the sane meeting where tha forms and checkllsts were

dlatmbutedf acairm yas salled for by the strong-willed madame
mresidents As she sald, "It 1s time to quit iwhzg for we've
rot these [nams of realtar) mﬂd;rxga up t&g il Twelve
persons voluntsered to prganize hui the contracted’
roaltor. Nawes and eddressas wers mkm md Teports were dug
at the next, msmgxg& “xzﬂm*ﬁ vaxmwar miags yw can and mm
work," was the call,

The yolunteers were xunﬁmcmd im amy mn %haaﬁ; Mm
nembership sards, a copy of the centraot, #riavance forms,
and the Steward's quum Phey ware told to either go
dogr~to-door, or if a resident would opén his apartment, to

hold & fldor or buildinr soffea hour, Ihe word had to be
smaa and the tm,’;amgs fnd to be orgianiged. TIhe tenants
had to realize that tha ri *;t;:ta g‘atmﬁ vbmgh the contrast
were uorthless t om 3£ the aﬁi not Join the Union. It
wae the hope of nieon ta membere would support
it at least 1n their own mmmw e they shouo work with
the Steward; though Lhe need was for nsmbers Lo work in the
whole commalty in the &fTort ﬁq Ty tho Union to all
the “ﬁulma,ngs of the sontracted resltor amd on to the whole
of Tagh Garfield Fark. Mnslly, the tements were to bd
told of ths weekly meetinve "Qﬁtmam Union staff end the real-
tor where all the arievances raceived dm‘m the wa@xk are es
presented to the rasltor,

The ammiﬁg DALt of the whole affort was that at the
naxt WPCO meetiny renorts came hack indicating work oom~
glmmd an& gncocogs mmwm. f:mmﬂity people, not prodom=
mnantly starf, had doms the work and = gense of pride and
enthusiasm ghowad at ‘tzma roport mesting, Ffurther; tenants
from bhildings other than the ones that the contrast coversd
came o the mesting or sent word that they too had oroblems
and wented helps The response to theu was that {f they be
same working membere of the Untlon 1t would be mush more pos-
s8ible to expand efforts to unionige 2ll of Zast Oarfield Park,

Sinee tha sifning of the contyast & weslily pewslettar has
been started by GPCu. At could hardly vin any Journsllsum
awards, but 1t bdalonge £o the community,and in avery igsuce
worde of the commuilty pecble are Tound, It is 2lso a ehannel
far constant couumication, somethinz which is needed in the

chaos of the ghatta,

In the contracted bulldinps sisms have been put up whioh
tall the vesldents of thelr responsldllitics...now that they
have new rlziits, he slms sitoly statet "leen fals Suilding
Clean At A1 TV el

Sinne the word has suréad, there has baen Snother probe
len for the Unlon besides the necd to orcenige the contracted
Tyildinzs. The Union has been confronted with the nsed to
declde how to aandla a1l the requests for help from those
who live in vuildinegs thet have no (nion ocontract, nes
araind IGPCO has talen m, doing the most, and with few
exneptions SGECO has quite demoeratioally deoided to not
gpread 1tszll tod tnin but to hear down oo two realtors
who actually have more mm1ng's outsids iast Garfileld Perk
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dictm that have organizations ximw to the Hast Gaxrfi

Bark Unlon and/or to the community organization. As & rg:ﬁlt

of this décision it is hopad that the Union effort might be
exvandod iato a sity-wide W&wt, aztablishing & taﬁﬁ‘mﬁiﬁ

of tanent's unions, Chds As why the declelon was to hit st

two realtors who owned or panaged bulldincs in wore than the

ohe ty of Zast Carfisld Zmki, at in somaunities who

at 1@5&7%& thﬁ beginning of some kimd of uniom ormwﬁm,

The thres areas which haye similar organizations to Zast
sarfield Park M& which bava mm 15 with the saca landl ﬂaﬁx‘ﬁa
arsi ilast Garfield %k*

hich 15 led by the Shristlan Action
Mndatry {(&ili)y Lewmd m& by the Lowndals Ualon ta Znd
31ungy «yboth West & smunities yorderins Zast Garfield :
Perk on thae west =nd the southy; and, the ;m ;‘m arza on the
Yorth Side, Led by the Tenant's Actlon Jounc 1 (TACl.

& slde a.aaua of izhiiﬁ latter effart la “thaﬁ ane of the two
re»aitws%hagm%maw may be a meuber of a ayn;uuate e o ragl o’
by one man who looates &z&mw mapﬂmabla
: the 0 fewntoun LOOD. Furthér proof 13 being
cathared ‘h&fqm any astlos 15 taken on such aa eprnswe
situation a8 this one could ﬁeamma. : '

This coming wesk tha regular r;gmmmw meeting 1s golng
to be & pot lusk supper. In the wddst of sontinuing the et'rnrta
to unionige the slusa and Lo open the oifiy tize is ‘being taken
out to relas mnd have fun for 3 few hours, To 2

{'32” Mng and iamh&a& mnﬂm &m on Mwhat do we do naxt" mm.
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