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On the eve of this weekend‘'s “peace march’- on Washington, several
leaders of the peace movement have taken clear note of attempts to
convert the event into a pro-Communist production. In a joint state-~
ment, Norman Thomas, A. J. Muste, H. Stuart Hughes, Robert Gillmore,
Bayard Rustin and others have pointed out that President Johnson's
April 7 speech “suggested the possibility of a healthy shift in
American foreign nolicy’ toward the goal of a negotiated settlement.
While welcuuing the march as a sign of American concern about the
Asian crisis and reiterating their plea for i‘an end to the killing and
destructicn in Viet Nam,* they have pointedly added:

“in an effort to register such concern with our govermment and
people, vz welcome the cooperation of all these groups and individuals
who, like ourselv:s, believe in the need for any independent peace
movement, not comritted to any form of totalitarianism or drawing
inspiration from the foreign policy of any govermment.®

© Many dedicated, earnest young men and woman are taking part in the
march., Tt is our hope that they will get the meaning of this message
frem men who have long served in the front-lines of the battle against
war, -Americans may rectsonably differ with some aspects of the President's
course, But, especially in the aftermath of Mr, Johnscnto cell for
“unconditional* negotiations, there is no Justification for tranrforming
the march into a frenzied one-sided anti-American show. Some of the
banners advertised in advance are being carried to the wrong place at

the wrong time. ‘






