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' .~:., .. On :SWid~;Mar~li;- 7~ ":1 ~$5; i b~t~!2!eri. 2~OOb_ and 3,000 people began to 
- Jll;9rdhfrom ~~lPla, / Jq.aParri~ . 6 ,·,,~~nt~omery,. to . d'ramatize their fight for 

' . : " . th:e ·~Tigfi.t ·td · yo;te :: tni Atah .· a •. ,The .~eport :beJQw tells what happened, 
. '.:.asthle · {r{r,~rnrati~If ··· carii'e J. tp · th~Atl·anta, sipc office over the WATS 

. ,.c line:; : ~ai.1~'- tJle. ,a.etfons: ,bik~bY.,.sNQ; : 'P~i:>pie. iA,,Atlanta and Jackson, 
Mi.~~~~ss'ipI?i as .,·thes-eev~n~ ,:. Occurred~' : :-; ' . ' :' . 

0.' " , . ,~ # ' ~ • . , .;.:'~ . '. ': .. ~ ,. 

At ~roxirp.~i;-el'Y' · 3:0 ' :p!~m. •. ' .w.i..·ll1e · Emma SCott, Negro, a member of 
theSl'Ctst3ffviqt:~ing .. ·iIf· e1!l\~ :r:eport-~d . thatthe :march from Selma to 

+:1 .~·· · j1ontgomery w~ .. :aJ.;.o~to '; b~ ~.~~ ~~i6i>A~ ,:were ':~pthe process of organizing 
.. ).;ni;.ocompanie~ . afi1 Squ9ds, ' wI th.:.·f.0OI!faw" comm,~~rs and squad leaders. 

,. Joll'~ :Lewl$, d1.iiirmart of ' S " C, .Ronert·.)1$nts, · a m¢J!lber of the sIte staff., i 
·· ··and ,Hosea ~Ji iii aIn,S; of the :' taff ofSCtC . were. 'iea9i ng the march. 

~ • • ' 0 , . _ ':: . . ~.:" .: ' • .-.:. . • '. I " , ., , ' 

:i 

~' .. ~A shortwhi1~later L . ry'Fox, ainothet.me.mPet' of the SNCC staff, 
repoi'ted that. th.~: · d..e:rriofiStr tor$ wi1:re nowatthe' bridge over the ,Ala-
1:.l.aing',Rfvi::i; walkifi\9 doUble flle • . On. i:!;,h~· t!ther. sid-eo of the bridge, 

. ... .' .'. ~:H,ti ng ·'th.e .m.IDichers" . std ,·da,groctIP .:-()f ::state. tf:9opei,'s, a large 
' . numhe17 of :loc9Lwhit"e .'·dtfzens; . ~:ler'iff;' Glark _ and ,his ·possemen, 

'.' ,.··· and· Al ' itngo, he~Qt the' state .hi~~'p'atrol •. ~e.adingtbe march 
. ..· · .. w.;ereLet.ris'/ .Mants anct :Wil,li ~s.: .:,~GG. '~:~t member~ Wilson Brown, 

<J~rry Ha:i'rfson;FrankSoracco, Job.:nL'U'ltkys.·and Chris Wylie, 
.. , '. andscr.c ·inembe.r Eugene 'cPdtc:l1e.tt'. :W:ere !'interspersed among tree demonstra

-": ' ,; . . tOl$ ....... ··one for': every 50 people·~ · Three otp,er SN:C s.taff members, 
.," '. L~i'Y'Fox, Wi l1ie E~aScot.ti and -Annie PEl.~lAvety w.ere stationed 

'at BrQ'~nt~ . Olap.el:; th'~ Negro church.·li.Th),ch has ·serVed as headquarters 
.,, : . ,~ ,: for :.ciVil rights -ac:tivitie~. in Selma:Jn ~e~~:t:,·. ;\(r!eks. At 3:45 p.m. 

>: .:-: .';::: ·F,Pl<!\.9a.lied back ~d ~ep?r:~~dthat,: .~tc· ~erill?er~\~ridY:?1.1ng, James 
.,-Bevel, B~n Clarkan9 ·H~Y.' :l3oyd .welr'~ also on· h~ncl.. · 

' .' . . : .. At -~·~$ , ~i~·t· ·~CSt~·f ;:pe~Ple· in At-l~t~'~ecame' more ~rJ more 
" " coooei'necl f about the 'possil1i lit~es of 'what mlght h;appen to the people 

"'partici pat.ipg. +nr.'tn:~r.·lliatcr{". · e~peciall:Y"giveri the · fact 'that Martin 
. '. :;..:l..l4t her RibS ¥as·'~8.t~ pres~ritj .. eind · any· re$trsd~~. rnfluerce on local 

'. " :pqUc·e .autho';.it'r ,!?',/wh.i,ch King'S ;preseme ml§ht haveproviued, was 
. .; U • • . . , .' . '. \ ' . ', ; '. ~y", . " . " "' . ~} ~ ... , I .' .:', . ' .. ' ' ... . ... . 

. . . ,.:., t~ereby 'e1imin~ted~ ". The. stt;c .s~af1': w~r.king· in~~).!1lad;HI.dbeen 
:,::': '''~'-; '.'' >.ba.~i~a~ly . 't>pp-~~ed. t(); t~w ide~ .I?t the m~ch) · pi'~inai.'iiy ~because they thought thE 
... ..... ;, .. · · ;·danger. t6':' t'he·peopJ.e iIivc)lvedwas greatet:l··tha..h . :the~jectives and 
. ';" ~'; -;';'~' anY :possibi'e , at!hi?U-~eJlts· 6f the , bi&'cl:l< w.ar.t.anted'~ ''''i1le' 'Srtt staff 

.. ··working . tri$elfu~i'li~~ .,,~xpresS-ed 'theii::" 9Wos:t:~io1t .~r.a ~eeting held 
h~hl.eerr: . S~C st~£ ~d :. $C.LC staf~ i~ . :S~lma:; oh:i:'rlday, .M.~.ch 5. At 

',. : . ,:- ' . .. ;·7' . • .. . .. .~ . . !' .1 . ' •. . _ . ~ •. - ,.' _ 

. · tr::~t t~l11e,: ~ the \S~ s,t~f 'liad agt:'~~d ·.~.() -:prfjVfae r'adiQs'; · "the use of 
.. :':;" t1'f:. ~~Sl ine;·;an~<~h.~ . ~e.rvi'des of: .tb.e':~M~die~(Go~i~te~ · on H Ul1lan 
.' .. Rtg~ts._ £.0;- :this' ~ID'~h~, : A:t:- :.a:'lI1eeting of' ~e:'(SNCG EXecutive ,Commi ttee 

. held .. on Friday,:Mardh 5 and Saturda;y, March 6 ir; Atl;anta the . . .. . . ." , . 
.. . ' questlon of the march was the subject. ,of:.. six 61' 'Seven·.ho·urs of 

iP~ensive discussion. !:7anyme.mbersof .the ~out:ive ' Committee 
expre.~~~~ci ~eil!.oi>po·S~\~l onto; the .' ·rit*ch, but decided that, in view 
of their cpI1~I~n 'for" and committment to the local people, S~C 
would provide the assistance previously agreed to by the Selma 
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SN:::c staff, and that, furthe , individual.. members of SN:C who chose to 
wO\,1ld ,suppo.rt th.e march by p tiCi~pa~ing in it. The Executive Commi ttee 

. voted to · sefid a lettex: . ~.o PI' ,Krng eXpressing certain disagreements over 
the re:la:t ionshi·pbetween SC apd · SNCC, . and . requesti'ng . a meeting 'wi th h i m. 
In li-ght., o .f~hese de.clsiohS-,and i ,n yi¢wof , the fac't.·· that the situation 

~ i 1"1 Se).-lTFl appear~d to be head' ngtpw-arq . a cris,is, .f.oiJrSIltC staff members 
Ivanhoe Donaldson, Cot.W~lapd Cox, Roy Shi~l~s, a~ . Ralph · Featherstone -
made arrangements for a char ered flight out of Atlanta which would get 
them to Selma as quickly as possible. 

" . , 
~ . . ":. :. ~" 

; . At 4:00. w.m. Lafayette Surhey, ·SNCG ' staff' member reported from 
.a}:hon~ booth· on ' a . cornerne . where the . march was taking place, 

, tha,t between 2,DOO and 3,000 'people weremarching~ Mr~ Albert lRurner, 
.· a Negro, head of ,the Perry C unty VotersfLeague, ' had joined Lewis, 

Mants, : 8119 William; ~ in leading the march. ' The dec is:ion 'had been 
reached ~hat if the polic~ stopped the people, they would remain 
at the bridge Wl.tH ,teaI,':gas'tfas used to forC'e,:,lbhem to leave. 

. . , 

. . till:ayette .repqrted th~t ' ]'ohni.'eivisand, An?Y Young had borh made 
l?rie£ s t ,atements to the 'pressat ,that" point. LeWis~s : ~tat.ement ex
plained why the demonstrator.'s were , marching.' Young st.at~d that Dr. 
Kix,lg wc uld not ,be pl;'ese~t hecause .he had . qecided; '; aftern.earing that 
Gov ~ . WanaceofAJ 8Dama .had ~mpowered th'e state t~oopers . to use every 

. necessary '~,?asur:e 'to stop th~ march, ,t{l.at ' h~ .,sh6.uld work ',on getting 
as muchNoither4~ ~\.lPport for l the Selma demonstrf1tors as possible. 
One ' XLC mi ni st~ivo1-led that 'SCLC would ,bring mi.nisters from all 

. over :::~::: I~:::i::~:l:on::r:f =:e S;~:f q::::::~t;:: uding 

. ,:~~~~;n~i:~~:~~J~~'e:; 1 ~~Fb~11~:s;i ~e~~a~n ~:c·~ ~r:et~i::i!Pi 
operati~ ' well; . and feeling that It 'was not imperative that SN~ 
staff people ste,y at that meeting, some: ,m~mbers of the Sl\l:C staff 
made plans to ·: go to ' Selma; ,fOUr carloads ,of 'staff b?gan to head over 
to Sz lnia. '. . . f . . '. , ,, .; ; . , ' . ' . '., 

At 4:06 p.'m~' LafaYette Suiney " ~ga~nca~led ,t~e: . .f!.:tJ.'~nta SN::C office 
and reported trial. two car16ads. o.,f pos.se'inenhad. just ,go.~ to the bridge 
where th,epep~rewere gaJl;1ere~.·; pQ1ice oificials, wer~ .·.orderfng all local 

. . wh'itecitizens {~go i~door.$.A SNCC. st~f .member,: Afipi'e Pearl Avery 
.... h'ad ])een~r~ste'~ ; ro, ~n;e knew~t!:, ~h'a{POintWh.at:, .th~.' charges were. 

(It was la~eE : ,re~orted, t.h~tAnni,~ :P~~1 h.?9 beel1 walk.i ng ' down the 
street and h.ra? , be.en, stopped PY' . a' po;1.1ce1lfarl·, ¥ho' told her she couldn't 
wa:l~. She replied th'at , the stteet~a~ :_a Pul.>lic street ' and :she had 
a right: to wa'ik-t;.h'eref{ she wa:ntedto. : Sh~ was the! h arrested.) 
Two locai wl1ite ,- peopll3j-i.~d al~o'.-been arrested. Three ,doctors and six 

. or se,;en nurS'es ' from th~Medi~al CptnrQ.i.ttee Oh Human Rights, as well 
as thtee am1:;iul::lJ1,ces wex:ereported . do he on hand ~ in anticipation of 
possible violenc,? ' ' .' 

. _ ' I 
., - .. " , - , ' " 

"' A few mome;l1t s la.ter all H.dLbroke .1'onse 'in Selma/'tarayette 
Surn.eyl~ · reports ' t.o ,A£ianta a-t;. ,the .t-imecapture :that -sce~e: 

,-. ~ ,~f. 
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4: 15 p.m. Stat'e troo:p'~rs : ar ·'. thrWin~r te-ar :~a~'" 'a:tf th~' peop4!e. A few are 
. . run~Tl$, b.apk. A f . ~e b~il!g 1)l,in,deqhy tear gas. Somebody 

~ ·: :','L . . , :.:hasbeen'hur~ · : ....... I don~~ 'k~ wh~~~ '.· . Th~yrr.~ beating them 
, , ·,.i-:.' ,~' and;~ t:hrowing :tear :gas "at the'ni. ;i' . ' . .' ... . . " . . , . 

'. :. ,'4:1-6. p.m. , Pc.lice A1Fe ·baatHn ";pe'o.Ple . fui ': the : streets~ ' 't(h" man, they're 
_. ' " ;· ';;;;- i: ,.' . Jv.st..picking :thelTl-' tlP and puttHig them in ambulances. People 

, il! ' :: cw:e ge.:ttJr,g ·Jl.1.1rt . ,etty :bad.Therewere : ti.ro. peo.ple on the 
':' : '., " " r : .'" . ':,grqu.n.d, .in"pr~:tty : aU,:shape ••• ' ~ Fm gO-i,ng· ,to leave in a few 
, ". " • ... : . . ; ",;.': r(linut~~.~'";!'~·fPeopl , ~~~ , rt,1Q.~ng bac'k this wa;y. ; 
.' '.;., 4:'1'7 p;ni.Ambtiiances are go. ng bywi~-J;,l). . the-ir~irens goi ~g. People are 

running, crying, elling what!s happening. 
, 4:~8 , p.m~Police ~~-~ushin : people i~tp alleys. I gon't know why. Pecple 

, ,, ' 'are screami'ng, ho '1ering. ;" Th~yfx:e bring!ng on more ambulances. 
'" _'" " " :.'~' : .. pe?ple,;.:,~~ -!':1Jf.l~. ~ , hpU~r.,i~ng:) r:-XY: i,ng:. ••• 

. 4'20: p.m~:Her~ co~e ~l;l,Ja :wIll' \~ l1:p~d~,ums!, . IJr:n ~ on; :t4'~ corner of one of 
\ ., . the ;m~n . streets .•. O,n,~ la,dyscreamecj· !lThey}re trying to 

" ::" , ". ':' " ~,i~~' rn~'.!i l:";~;, .:' . , '.: ' :~: . ;" " ':':, '> i~ 
, "4':~6 p;m. Th'eY'r~ '! goi~Q, h,a,Cto : ~h~ cr:.~ch. ,:J1m;'9gLro too ...• 

,. .. ", , '.- ' . - .' '. " ~, '. ' . .. . ' - " _ . " . 

.f'.' • : . ; ·Y::. ". -, . . .. : ' 

In th~ face ofa~1 0 th~ m.ol:?i).iz~q fQ~Clf; · , O;t'- the state --
, troo}:'.2rs·, poss.e.m,~·h.~ ~e ", ~df.f, ,8nd .. mo~~.\?r)~,ca1 whJ te people 

, j , ', ',,} ; .. ,th'e ' 1eg,roA~ni9,ns~r~~~~s , d)i~ded ~o .,:~et.ur.n .. to : Brow.nJ s Chapel and 
: dec ~de' wha~ 'the:y · lnto;il~d do .from. ·that point 'on;_ 

.' ' . . .. . _, ',-.,: . ' I' • • 

. :-' 

, "I, ; ' 

. ~. Fromi'ns1:d~the: :fh~~h: ' J~t:>-A):.ewi,s.. g~:V:~; ' fli~ ;acc~:)Unt of what 
had taken place: • . .. . ' . . . 

.., 
?1 . 

~ .. ' . _: . ... . ' 'o rr". _ :. : : _ : . '>:'~ !' , _:-. ': :.J t :", 

. ': IIP<iciple· maiqhe$:i" '-.!." 1500 ._t~~bqO of tnem.; .j:,heymarched down 
:.':' . Highway :So} qCr'9S's the.bddg~ .• . A(the otl)er$,id epL:the : bridge 

' r ';; were: 200 state trcropets; fOO, P9ss~~~n,;:'~ 8bout: 1,,000 :white 
people. The ,MaJor. o~~ the .. ~t.a:te ~x-popers ,anno.t:,tnC.~d-; Jhat they 
should' ~n ' arotlplf;" : th~ p?9.p~eief~s.ed. 'Iney ,.k~it: : to ,the gx-ound 
in a prayeri'1J1:,imiirW~r. : · 'Th~ri.tlw " state tioope~s fired tear gas 

, at them 'and :.ibe~'an ~Jb ':be~~'. ,tPeDt. (was tiif·i n~·th~ . he.ad. 
' ,' : .. , ' i'Peo.P'ie- went~~badkti:> the · churcn.. ,,'Thei~ear~~out 2,,000 ~ 3,000 ' 

. people ' iN' tht'clL\i¥citi,: ' The ,"PD$S~ ; iS i .com~~~ : " d.ownt~ ~· t.h?~ ·chUrch. People 
,6n :'hi:n;'seback'; af~'-:;i')i*t.irlg ,the:.p~opie, wi. fh~l;lips . axld ',x-opes.' They are 
shooting tear;-'~~~; i: : .' '.. . . ...... '" '. ' :. ". : . 

II I.fve ';neifet· js~~n "ciinYth'ing"' Hke it i n ' m:y ··~if,~. , : ,They are shooting 
gas, acid. One very old lady I know has a "broken qrm." 

', ' .J:.n 'respo~e:V6.: ·the,se· · .re·Wi~ t;o~. S~,l:l1l~~ , . ~e Atlanta c'O!1llTiunica
. ti'ons .'departm~"i1(ligs beg}nni~g ' to' mo'f;~.'~' J,~l~n Bo.oo; who heads 
" co.mmunic'atiohS: 8ncf whO WasSP¢DcHnS $~~G\Y_, ~:~~-rnq~n at. home, 

reportied; t;o · theOff-ice; 'a!td: he'gap' .'dr?i',tlns ;Pr.~;:s ~ re:laa;es · on the 
Selm.R si"'~u'atron~ Ill'S' b:r~ther .J'~,e.~ \tt~', b~g~· tq ·t<ape. th.e WATS re
Po.rts -as<they 'aamei :'lnt'o' . Atlanta: f:rori(Selma~ " Julian began making 
co.ntact with vario.us radio statio.~, ; ~l}ingthem if ' they wished 
to use the ' tapes. ;::6n~' network; ~ tt3S~,ht:q~m~~ : JuJ.l ,an , that :their 

. ' . ~ ,,,, ,. . - - ;. ' '-' ,".' .... .' - -

, n.:~n. wet'eon ·;tlYe· se~f1e ' in ·Se.1;ma anq .' a1,r~.Fldy\1~t live tapes; they 
-,r.::-£~~ested: that ju.1.!i·~"'go ; :dv~'r , ;~.?f .th.e. Atla.~ta SCLC ·:off-i'ce 'and tape 

. ~ ... ". . _:.,::; _._:!'. IM. ': - f " ', 
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a : statement 15y Narti n Ltlt er Ki ng for , them. , 

" , ,'At the , ~ametime; 'Ji F~rman, ' S-OCCfsExecutive Secretary, was on 
the }ilone arranging :High s, for six more , S~C, staff people to go to 
Se~ma, '8.1'ld arraf.lging for , ertz re,n.t-:a-car s~~'ice to pick up SN:;C 
staff as they arrived 81,1dcarry them into Selma. Meanwhile, about 
12 Sl\CC staff people and volunteers began tFPing up, mimeogra}:hing 
an:l mailing out special s atements .to Freims of S'OCC groups across 
th~ country and to' thepr ss. ' The statement to the Friends of SN:;C 

' groups urged them to: " 

- publlci zethe situ ti on 
their communities' 

iiJ:Selma on theirc,ampuses and in 

.;. plan demonstratio and other forms of protest against police 
brutality and denil of conStitutional rights " 

' ~ d~mand federal act on -- ir£luding ' the arrest of Shedff Jim 
Clark for vrholatio of Civi 1 ~ights , Codes -- immediiately 
ask local papers ' t ' carry comptete stories on Selma now and 
in the future. 

, l';1eanthile reports co~tinued to c'ome in from Selma. At 5Uo p.m. 
, Larry Fox ca11'ect'to report that Brown's Chapel was now surrounded 

by possetlleri, state troopers, and sheriff Cl'ark. The entire street 
on which the Church was located -was being blocked off,so that no 
one could enter or leave the church. People were being forced 
back into their homes with billy clUbs. ' , 

At 6: 15 a rumor, originating from a funeral home in the area, 
, cir~ulatesthat if p~oPlel dO',n l ~" le,' :we: the :hurCh, ' i~ wi 11 be raided 
, by state troopers. Te:argas,,) ,s beln~ shotlnto a prwate home on 
the same street as the :thurch. ,:. " ' ! ,',' , 

, At 6;20 a STl.t;C worke:rreports that John Lewis ' is now in the 
'hospital, posSibli~i th : a fractured kkul1. : 

, ' Atq:21 p.m~ the people ' at Brownlis Ch9.pel report that they 
have been to :the airport to' check: onthearI'ival of the SN:;C staff 
people; but had ,found ' no one there. (The SNCC staff people arrived 
rater.) The people frOm the Chapel r~port that !twas dif,ficult 
getting 'out of the church and baCk in again. 

At 6:JO it is reported that state troopers', and pOssemen have 
left the scene. ' 

.' ! 

In the Atlanta office people working on gett,iflJ out mai lings 
hy that everiing, run into an unanticipated' problem. Only $80 
~orth ~fstamps 'remain ' in ' thepbst'age machine~ hardly' enough to 
meet the 'emergeric~ needs,. , The'post, offic~ is ' cal1~d,; , they have 
'ori hand ,15 ~frmail ' ~peciaf 'stamps, and ' 300 ?igh~ c~nt stamps, 
wh~hh are quickly' pUr,chased, so tha):, the mai 1i ngs ~c an be completed • 

• ,.,..', , , ' • " " - ' . - j . " ' . 

" At,:approximately 6:40' p.m.For~;a~ts' secret,~y,:placed a call to 

t~e Atlanta SCLC ?ffice am. ',a~ked t6~peak , with D~~ King. The person 
answereingexplairis that Dr. ' KiI'.g 1s bus¥p'- , preparin~ a ,statement and 
cannot be disturbed~ Formants secretary ~es word that Dr. King 



should call him when he is 

At 7:20 p . m. John . Lewis~ S ltC ~ t~aifman , , i s reported to be 
1n the em~rgerlCY room of" "!= l1e . ho p i taX; ' t:! ~th the 1)05sibili ty of 
a conCU SSlon. , ' , . . 

/\ t 8: 30 p ~ ~ . ' .the 'peop le t he ch~.y;ch ' a re beg inning a mass 
meeting . Fol lowinR the mass ~e t~n~ pe6~t~ dispersed to their 
home s f o r t he ni frl~t . .It f,Tas an .ounced t ha't the march wo uld be 
cont i nued ;~ Tue~~a~ , and th~t :r . Kingwo~l~ ' be present . 

In, the meantir'l ~,. t he I\~lalt. aS ~t C9 bf~ic~ b egan checking f~ i th 
the Jack son an d ~ 'le rld:Lan, ~hs s. cora offl.c'es ' as to t He Hhere'-
about s o f trle four .. carloads of S~JCC people "'-71'1 0 had head"ad · over 
from J ackson t o Sel~a . It was i~arned t hat t wo of thA 6ars had 
been turned around 10 miles we t of M~ridian , by state hi ~hway 
patro l me n. UI'on further checkin~ it Has learned t hat tr e ctrivers 
had b e e n char~ed with imnroner Da ss inq and reckle ss ctriving and 
fin ed a totalqf £15 'O.~ . The. ' mon~y 1;JdS - put up and t he drivers 
released . S ince three of the four cars which had left Jac~son 
we r e wqui pped wi t h car r~dio s , Forman advised that t h ey continue 
on t o Se l ma ; t he fourth car, wh ich had no radio, remained i n 
Mer idia n for r eason s of safety . 

Finally , SNC C ~8 Exe~utive Se cre tary ; Jim ' Forman ' t ook 
action in res~on~ e to th e appearan6~ of Sh~r~ff Jim Clark of 
Selma o n f.l.B C t s "Issues and'!\nsHers" pro~ram ·today ·, ~ .'! arch . 7 . 
In t h is pro rr ram Sher iff Clark stated that there had bee n no 
probl em ~ns~far as Ne~roes were concerned in Se l ma until outside 
a g itators caine in to s tir up troubl e . He sa id t hat prior to 
t he comin~ o~ th e civil ri~hts movement to Selma Negroes had 
s i mp ly ~one down to t he courthouse in an attempt to r eg ister , 
and had either nassed or failed, with no commotion being created 
over t~e matter: Clark accused Dr . Kin~ of engagin~ ina perso
nal vend etta a gainst him. Vith re ~ard to Clark's use of possemen 
a nd cattle prods to control demonstrator s , Clark exp l a ined that 
t he pos s e had not. been created f or the nurpose of dealin~ with 
civil r ights incidents, but that it has , since the time of its 
creation , received very extensive trainin~ in rio t control. 
Cattle prods, he stated were the most humane form of controllin~ 
demonst r ations, because they did no harm to the people. Clark 
remarked also that h e felt the press had dealt with him very 
unfairl y , and had misrepresented his actions. 

In reS Do n se to this pro~ram, Forman wrote the followin s 
teleqram to the American ~ro~dcasting Company: 

!tOn your Isst es and AnsV-lers pro,r: ram today , Sheriff James 
Clark of Da llas Count y , Alabam a fl rossly mis re presented conditions 
in Dal la s Count y ~ith res nect to the con s titutional ri~hts of 
Negroes, the motiva tion, ~haracter and purpo se of civil rights 
worker s s tationed there, and t he de s ires and a s pirations of t h e 
Negr o p eop le of Se lma and Dallas Count y , Alabama . 
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stathnedthere, anC . th~, ~esires and aspfrati onS of the ' Negro 
peopi"e of Selma and DallaS Count , Alf1hama~ This is 'mt only 
,o,ur claim, but the, claim of the ~ .. S. Department of Justice in 

, its suit seeking a Federal ,injun:tion r estrJiUng Cl~from ' 
cont inuing preci~e1y those pract ·ces . hed~nies ex~.st in " 
Da.l1asCounty. We feel th'e most lementary fairmess, as ' out-

, (13 'FCC Reports 1246, 1251, June 1" 1'19), requires , that ypu 
'pr('Vide us with equal time any ur, next IS!:1Ues ,and AnSwers , 
program so that we may correct e m!.sstate'inents ,~ distal'-:- " 
tions which Clark disseminated , rod3'lf .through the natiemUe 
f~ilities of yO~ rv . n.etwork. vie sha~l expect 'to hear from. 
you wi thout delay. ' ' , 

;-

J ames Forman 
Executive Secret~y 

' sttllient Nonv!nlent , C.ordinaf!:ting 
Committee ' 

Last 'notes : • Wor«was reqievet"i at the At1snta ,office that the 
SN(;C '!staff membe-rsgoing from MississiP!'l t. Selma had arrived 
safely in S~lma. Signing off at 3:00 a~m.-, all is quiet. ' 
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