i CONGRESSIONAL CHALLENGE PROGRESS REPORT

I. BACKGROUND ON THE CONGRESSIONAL CHALLENGE

A9 the world knows by now, the Misslssippl Freedom Democratis Party
15 now attempting to unseat the five congreasmen-elect of Mlississippi.
The MFDP cleims that they were 1llegally elected because Negroes were
* 'not allowed to register and vote,

On January Y4, 1665, hundreds of Negroes from Misslasippl went to
Waghington, D. C. for the opening day of Congress. On that day 148
Congressmen voted against the seating of the Mississippi Congressmen.
Although these were not enough votea to immedlately unseat the Crugress-
men. There were more votes than anyone expected and it was recoguized

. that thls Challpnge wes & very serlous affair!

II. THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY FROVES IT8 POINT

Federal laws granted the MFDP the right to prove 1its case by taking 40
days of testimony beginning on January 4 and ending on February 13,
During that time over 700 people from more than 40 oounties in Mississippi
got 8 chence to tell thelr own story publically. People apoke of beatings,
bomblngs, Jjeilings, unfair treatment by public officilala such 28 reglstrars
gsheriffs, highway patrolmen, ete. They told of losing thelr jobs, béing
cut off welfare, Much of this happened because people had attempted to
register to vote and much of it sarved to frighten people from ever at-
tempting to reglster to vote.

Under the same federal law the Mississippil Freedom Democratic Party
subpoenaed "unfriendly" witnesses like comnty reglstrara; sheriffs; high-
way pat;olmen; high-ranking stete officlals such ags the attorney general
and secretary of state; the head of the State Sovereignty Commission;
former governor Ross Bspnett; the top members of the Whilte Cltizens
Councll; and even a few plantatlion ownera.

Under subpoenaes served by the MFDP they were questloned publically
and thoroughly in front of the people whe were acecusing them.

Over 2 hundred lawyers from all over the country assisted in taking
these depositions.

Thousands of people in Mississippl went to the depositions and heard
thier story told publically and honestly for the first time.

People all over the country knew about the hegrings and many groups
have been helping to support the Mlsslssippl Congreasional Challenge
since then,

These deposltions have been typed up and add up to cover 30,000 pages
of testimony--and sro now being submitted to Congreas.

III. WHAT IS THE OTHER SIDE DOING?

The oppositicn also had 40 days to take deposltions to present their
side of the case. They didn't hold any depositions at all. What dces this
mean tjo the MPDP? Why did they choose-to remain gilent? Didn't they
have a8 case to present?

Although no depostlions were taken by lawyers representing the five
Missiassippl Congressmen-2lect whose seats are being challenged, other
officizls 41d not remain entirely silent during this time.

The newspapers have been full of atstementa by Governor Johnson and
other state offlcials claiming thet Missisaippl 1s changing.

During the very same time that these officlale have been saying that
Misslisslppi hae changed, many other things have econtinued to hsypen in



2.

the state. A few exsmples sre: The Freedom School in Indiancla was

" purned down; the Freedom House in Laurel was shot into on the night
depositions were held and a few weeks later it was burned down; Mrs,
Aynne Quinn, Pike County FDF chalrmsn, wes beaten by hlghway patrolmen
after beins arrested at a Freedom Day at the Magnolia eourthonse. -

' Does this really look like a new Missiasippi? What is the meaning of
Governor Jehnson's attempt to make the warld believe that Mississippl
. has changed? What does this "new imege' of Misgissippi mean to the
MFDF and how will 1t effect the Congressional Challenge? Who will the
Congregs and the President cof the U.5. belleve? Who will the rest of-
the country belleve? : et

1V, VOTING LEGISLATION ANZ THE CONGRESSIONAL CHALLENGE o

‘ ~Right 1n the midéle of the Congresslonal Chellenge and ln the midat
of the drématlc action being taken in Alsbama, President Johnson made 2
decislion--2 politital decision. He decided to lntroduce new voting
leglslation. He says that the purpose of this bill 1s te ensure everycne
the yight to register and vets., It 1s especially directed &8t changing
the conditions 1in the South where Negroes have been long denled this
right.

What does thls voting leglslation mean to people in the MFDPZ. Cer-
tainly the Mississippl Freedom Democratic Party has been working for the
right 'of all people to reglster and vote., The MFDP 1is slso working for
the right of 211 people to participate politically and to be given a real
cholce when they can vote. That 1s why pecple are running as MFDP ecandi-

dates in the state naw.

But why has President vJohnson walted to ask for this leglslation
until thils year while under pressure of the actions in Alabama? Why
did he ask for it right in the middle of the Congressional Challenge?
Does he hope that this will quilet everyone down in the Civil Rights
Movement? Do you think that we should quiet down at this time?

How gan the Presldent best prove that he means what he sald 1n hils
speech to Congress about the new voting blll? W1lll he go along with
@overnor Johnson's claim that Missiseippl has & '"new image?" Or will
he prove by action that he means what he said and help unsesat the present
Misslssippl congressmen who were 1llegally elected?

V. NEW ACTICN FCR THE MISSISSIFPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC FARTY

What must the MFDP continue to do fto see that the Cangresslcnel
Chgllenge is successful snd that we have Free a2nd Open. elections in
1965¢%

Mra, Vietoria CGray, FDP congresswoman, testifled on Thursday, March
25, 1965, before the House Judiclary Committee demanding PFree Electlons
in 1965, The only way that this vill can 'be meaningful 1s 1if this demand
is met. Actlon of all sorts muat be planned by the MFDP to support the
Chalégnse and to demand the voting leglslatlion really means Free Electlons
in 12065,

VI, IMPORTANT STATE-WIDE HEARINGS AND WORKSHOPS IN JACKSON

The MFDP now has 10 more days to taske depositions from people of
Misslssippl.to tell thelr story end try to disprove the 'new image."
People from all over will give testimony in state-wide hearings toc be
held in Jacison, Misslssippl. These hearings will start Thursday morning,
April 1 through Sunday, April 4. Publie depositions wlll be given on
gl]l 1lncldents that have happened in the state Just since the Chmllenge
has begun.” On Saturday, April 1, the three FDE Congresswomen, Mrs. Annle



,.rﬁévine, Mrs. Victorlie Gray, and Mres. Fennle Lou Hamer and the chalrman
L of the FDF exscutive committee, Lzwrence Guyot, wlll glve thelir testl-

. It is very important that ss many people as possible come to these
heapings. Try to come 2nd tell averyone you know about the Jesckson
hearinge. to be held Thursdsy, April 1 through Sundzy, April &4,

. Many people throughout the counfry are very concerned ahout the
MPFDP and the Congressionzl Challenge. This 1s especlally true of Negroes
1dving in other Scuthern states. ,

Several Mississippl Freedom Democatie Party People went to Alabame
during the recent demonstrations and spoke 0 pecple sbout FDP, the
Challenge, and the demands for Free Elections. Many of these pecple
active in the Movement in aAlsbame are planning ©o come to the Jackson
state-wide hearings to lezprn more about the MFDP. Pecgple have also
been invited from Georgia, Ariensas, end Leoulsiana,

These zre the very last depositlons the MFDP can take for the Chal-
lenge. It 1s very importent that people {rom Misslssippl be at these
hegrings!

ol Every evening after the hesrirngs workshops will be held. At this
time plans ¢en be discussed for new action to be taken by the Mississippi
Freedcm Democratiec Psriy. f

People in the MFDP Stete Cffice are now attempting to secure housing
for hundreds of people expected 1n Jackson for the hearings. Reslizing
the difficulty of this task they have asked pecople whoe marched to Mont-
gomery fto bring a large supply of alr mattresses and sleeping bags.,

Many of us then must be prepared tc gleep on the ground like they did
in Selme, 1f nscessary.

Pecple should try to bring thelr own blankets znd food bsskets to share
with those whp might not have any I'iod.
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' WHAT YOU MUST DO

If you want te hear the true story of Mlasi-

ssippl told by those who are fighting to change -

1t....1f you are yrezlly interested in the future

of the MFDP,...If you are willing to plan and

werk for “sw zction Lo ensure Free and Open eles—
3 tions in 1965...ATTEND THE MFDP STATE-WIDE HEAR :
g o INGS IN JACKSON, MISSISSIFPI, APRIL 1-4 IN THE ~
- MASONIC TEMPLE st 1072 Lyneh Strest.

URGE EVERYONE ELSE TC ATTEND T&0!
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