
M E MaR AND U M December 11, 1964 

To Friends of SNCC 

Enclosed is a statement about COFO which we prepared in the 
form of t3. pl'ess release emnon cing the Mississippi staff 
meeting held this past weeken • 

This information should help 
being raised as a result of-t 
and sloppy news reporting on 
not covered in the releasc: 

ou answer some of the questions 
e past several week's inaccurate 
oro. A few points which are 

1. The Jackson office was closed for a week before 
ThiriksgTving ilOt'"becaLl e' or the so-called "rupture,i 
but in order to rcorga ize the office physically and 
function211y. The off"ce is operating now at full 
cape.ci ty. 

2. SCLC did not pullout f COFO. Soon after the first 
articles appreared Mar in Luther King issued a denial. 
l\t the Jc;J;'~"'::"I> hi:.: statement wh 1.(";h v;as :::-epo:.."ted in 
several ways that "SCLC vJould continue to give nominal 
suppo'.."t to COFO" may have also been misleading. This 
does not represent in any way a cut back in SCLC's 
activity with respect to COFO. SCLC'a support has 
never involved much more than a little money, the 

citizenship school program and a few staff workers. 

3. The national FAACP never considereditself a part of 
eoru -~ only the statel branches -- of t<1hich federation 
Dr. Aaron Henry is prepident. The state branches did 
vote to withdraw pendihg discussion at the National 
Actic·fi Council in January. The reason for {,vi thdrawl 
~vas given as nO{l· .. involvement in decision making. But 

Acron Henry reports that he sent notices to each chapter 
each time COFO meetings took place and encouraged them 
to attend. (COFO meetings are open to all people working ,. 

in Mississippi on the various program aspects). 

If there are other problems in explaining the press stories, 
please don't h0~itate to write. 

.; 
Freedom, JC.t...C-/ --
Betty GiJ.r'ffian I 
Northern Coordlnator 


