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•'1 1VE 8lmN BUCK HANDSn 

(by Richard wrtcht," bom 1n Mississippi) 

I · AI! m.ccx AND I HAVE BBE!f. BLACIC HANDS, MILLIONS AND 
MILLIONS OF THI!M--

OUT OF HUlions OF BUNDLES OP' lOOL AND FLANNEL TINY BLACK 
FINGBaS HAVE RBACHID RIS1'LESSLY AND HUNGRILY FOR !J:FE. 

BEACHED OUT rOR THE BLAcK NIPPLES AT THE BLACK BREASTS OF B!. 
BL.AaC MOTHERS · 

AND THEI.'VE HEtJ)
1RED ORDN BLUE YELLOW ORANGE, WHITE; 

AND PT.IIPLI!l TOYS IJr THE cmLDis1l GRIPS bF POSSESSIO!'f..L 
AND CHOCOLATE DROPS, PBPPDOO:N'l' STI<XS1 LOLLYPOPS. WINI!>BALLS, 

ICE CRBAM CONES, AND SUGARED COOKIES IN FINGlmS S'l'ICKY 

AND ~~ELD BALLS AND BATS AND GLOVES AND .!ARBLES AND 
JACK.oKNIVES AND SLING-HSOTS AND SPINl!IING TOPS I N THE 

AND ~~F . .:nORirt:'m:.~LfrJ, DIMES AND QUARTJ!RS AND S()}m .. 
nMES ON NEW' YEAR~ EASTm1 LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAYt 
KAY DAY A BRAND ND11 GREEN DOLLAR BILL, 

AND THEI'Vk HELD PENS AND RULBRS AND liAPS AND TABLETS Ai\'D 

ANDB=,~ ~sDrc~~ ~~~~I~riftASKS AND 
CUE STI<XS kND CIGARS AND CIGARETTES IN THE PRIDE OF 
NEW MATURI~••••••• 

I AM BLACK AND I HAVE SEEN BaACK HANDS, MILLIONS AND HILLI:JNS 
OF THBM--

THBY WBRB TIRED AND A'fiKWARJ) AND CALLOUSED AND GRIHY AND ' :. 
COVBRBB .WITH HANGNAIL~-

. AND THEY WliRE CAUGHf IN THE FAST-MOVING BELTS OF MACHINES 

AND~~~~ ~~WN~ ~~~bBBING MACHINES J.- l:.r: 
H:.SSING ULLER . J\NT) TALLFli THE HEIJ.PS OF GOLD IN THE B~S 
OF BOSSES 

AIID THEY .PI Lko HIGRl!R AND MGRl!R THE STEEL, DlON THE Lill>ffiER, 
WHE/lT~ RYEa.._ THE OATSL CO::tN1_ THE COTTON, THE WOOL, THE OI:U, 
THE ClilALt l'ttl!; t.fEA.T1 THE FRurT,_ THE GLASS, AND THE STONE 
UNTIL THBRE WAS TOo MUCH TO BE USED 

AND THEY GRABBID GUllS AND SLUNG THBM oJr THEIR SHOULDERS 
AND MARCHED AND GROPED IN TRENCHES AND FOUGHT AND K''T·'Gl!:D 
AHD CONQUl!RED NATIONS WHO WP.RE CUSTOMERS FOR THE GOODS 
BLACK HANDS !!HAD HADE. • 

AND AGAIN BLACl< HANDS STA<XPD GOODS HIGHER AND liiGiffi' UNTIL 
Tm!RB WAS TOO MUCH TO BE USEll 

AND THEN THE BLACK HANDS TRD!BLIJro AT THE FACTORY GATES 
THE DRIW>ED LAY-OFF SLIP 

AND THE BLACK HANDS HUNG IDh AND &WONG E!-!PTY AND GREW SOFT 
AND GOT WlWC AND BONY. FRCJ.I UNEMPLOYJIENT .aND STf.RVATION, 

AND THEY GBmrl N'liitVOUS AND BWEl!.TY AND OPENED AND SHUT nr 
ANGUISH AND DOUBT AND HESITAttON AND IRRESOLUTION • • •• • ••• • 

I J.M BL&CK AND I Hil.VE SEEN BLACK HJ.NDS1 HILLIONS .IUID 
MILLIONS OF TlfBM-.... ( 

REACHING HESITANTLY OUT OF D.I.YS OF SLOW DEATH FOR THE GOODS . 
THEY HAD MADE, BUT THE BOSSES WARNED THAT THE GOODS "'· 
WERE PRIVATE .iJID DIB NOT Bll%.0NG TO THEM l 

AND THE BLACK HANDS STRUCK OUT DESPERATI:!LY'IN DEFENCE OF LIFE 
AND THmE WAS BLOOD, BUT THE ENRJlGI!:D BOSSES DECREED THAT 
THIS TOO WAS WRONG 

AND 'l'UE BLACK Hlo.NDS mT THE COLD STEEL B.t.BS OF THE PRISON 
THEY HAD MADE. IIi DESPAIR TES'l'BB THEIR STRENGTH MID 
FOUND THEY COtlLD NBITHm BEND NOR BREAK Tlfm.l 

AND THE BLACK HANDS FOUGHT AND SCRi<TCHED AND HW BACK UUT 
A THOUIWID WHITE HANDS TOOK THl!M AND TIED THml 

AND THE BLACK HANDS LIFTED PALMS IN MUTE I,ND FUTitE 
SllPPLICA'.I;ION TO THE SODDEN FACES OF MOBS WILD HT THE 

RBVm.RIES OF SADISM, 
AND THE BLACK W.NDS STRAINED AllD CLAWED AIID STRUGGLED III 

VAIN AT THE NOOSE TIGHTNED ABOUT THE BLACK TIIDOATL 
AND THE BLA<X IlANDS WAVED AND BEAT FEARFULLY i•T THE '.l'iiLL 

FLJ.IIES THAT COOKED AND CH.AlmED THE BLACK FLESII •••• •• , 

I J.ll BLAQ{ AND I HAVE SUN BLACI HANDS RI.ISED I N FISTS OF 
RIVO~!.A SIDE BY BIDB WITH THE WHITE FISTS OF WHITE WORKJiRS1 ANB IMlE DAY-AND IT IS • ONI:Y THIS Wl!ICH SUSTAINS ~IE-­
SOMEDAY THBRE SHALL BE MILLIOUS AND ~!ILLIOlfS OF Tlml 
ON SOl·IE RED DI.Y IN il. BURST OF FISTS OU ! L ~!1", HOTIT :OCTf 
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