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Jackson, Mi aﬂ.'iuippi 39205
Dear Friend:

The purpose of this letter is to tell you a littls about the Mississippi Freedon
Sunner Project which the Council of Pederated Organiszations is sponsoring this
surers We have learmed that this project is causing fear and hnlt-ﬂ:l.ti in the
white comramity, because it has been characterized as an "invasion® of "geveral
thousand" college students intent upon "agitating" and casusing "viulmu' e be=
lieve that this hostility is based upon a rdsunderstanding of the progran, and that
an explanation of the project's intent and scope is needed to allay the fears of
white people in Mississippi.

The Mississippi Freedon Swy.er Ehr:;]mt has cone about because the of COFO
have reached this conclusioni struggle for freedon in Mississ cannot be
won without the substantial aid of the country as a whole, backed by the federal
goverrment., We support the statecant of Frof, Janes Silver of the University of

Mississippi, that "As yet there is little evidence that the society of the closed
mind will ever possess the moral resources to reforn itself, or the capacity for
self-sxarination, or even the tolerance of self-exanination."” Therefore, we have
sorrdtted our resources to a prosras where large nunbsrs of Anericans can cone to
Mississippli for two reasenst firstly, to dranatize the need for change in Miss-
diseippi., The second purpose is evon more sirplst they want to partiecipate in the
long, laborious process of bringing social services and social justice to a portion
of the population which has been denied then throughout Anerican history. The par=
ticipents in the Freedon Sumer project will devote therselves to bringing educat=
ional and cultural services to Negro Mississippians, to teaching theo about the
political life of the state and oncouraging then to participate in it, and to con-
tributing to the beody of lmowlodge about their condition in Mississippi, so that
oore can be dono to alleviate it,

The project itself will bring 800=1000 pecplc to Mississippi. Of these, around
200 will be persons with particular professionsl interests = attorneys, oinisters,
toachers, folksingers, stec—-who will come as independently-organized and - financ-
od groups, Thoy will devote thenselves to rescarch or sorvice in their own arcas
of specialty, Tho rost of the participants will corca at the invitation of COFO

on an individual basis. They will be salf-supporting and most of then will work
in Mississippi for six to oight weaks, concentrating in throe najor prograns, and
nnﬁ othor, suallor prograus which have beon planned in advance by the staff

of .

1. mw approzinataly 25 Frecdor Schools are being planned in
about that sissippl cormunities to serve high-school youth. The schools

will nm for wecks in m informal, "school"ish atuosphore. The course of
study will concantrate upen intensive remedial work in roading, writing, math and
scionce, on a eritical study cf political and socirl issucs, and on Negro history-—
because wo feecl that those are the arcas whore tho public education which the state
offers theu has bean nost seriously neglected. To balancoe the progras, there will
also be cultural and recroational activitics ranging from painting and creative
writing to basoball and hiking, This progran will usc approximately 300 teachers
and adodnistrators,

2, Copywnity Contors. The cormunity centors progran is not a "summer" project,
but is planned to continue on a perrmnont basis aftor tho swmer, although with
a reducod staff, Tho coniamity centor will serve ns a public neeting place in the
Negro corrmnity, and ns the base for a battery of educational and recreational pro-
m» staff and facilities permit. Some of the educational prograns to bo
arpt

1. Litoracy skills progran

2, Vocationel training-~such as typing and shorthand, swpantry, account—
11!5, ote,

3« Henlth prograns—pprenatal core, nutrition, ete.

e Citizonship training

5. Homo and farm

6. Homwo nanagerent--such as sewing, budgoting, real planning

The recreational progren will offer activities for children, youth and adults,
olong the following liness

1, Children—orgmiszed story-telling snd ganocs hours

2, Young people—="toon" rooms for dancing, ping-pong, etc.~-and a place
to nw.

3. adults==gvoning discussion groups and filos,
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Bach contor will also bo cquipped with a small library and reading room, open to
anybody .

WW, The largest nuober of surmor participants will work
with s political progrars. Tho basic political progran is veter registration,
end the other political prograns arc rolatod to votor registration and designed to
oncouragc poople to ropistor, Tho political prograns, briefly are:

1. Voter rogistration. Work in encourn paople te rogister, and
assisting thon with tho litoracy tost nnd trensportation difficulties.

2. Freoedon Rogistration. .n atterpt to deuonstrate the potontial wvoting
strength of Negroos in Mississippi and to dranatize the axtont of tho

of the right to vote, by showing the offect discrirdnatory and
unroascnable voting requirenants.

3. Proodon Condidotes for Congress, Caupaigns of four Negro Mississippi-
ans rumning for Senats, mnd Congressional scatos in the Second, Third,
end Fifth Districts.

L. Froodon Decocratic Farty. . donwoeratic party orpanization which on-
couragos all pooplo = Negro and whito to participate in politics at
the pgrass=roocts lovol.

Le Othor projoctse Thoro Will be a few smaller projects, devoted primarily
to research and spocinlized sorvice in thé white and Nogro comrmnities,

48 you cem sooe fron this outline, the projoct gives no basis for tho accusations
which have been nade incorroctly conceming tho sumor activity. There is no
"invasion"; participants will be sproad very thinly across the state in teans of
four or five, (In the words of Jackson Doputy Folice Chiof, J.L. Ray, quoted in
the pagazine, "Spread then acrcss the state,.. and a thousand ain't so
nany,.") Estinatc up to 30,000 "invaders" are sinmilarly axaggerated; the approxi-
pato naodun figure of 1,000 participants represents our most realistic estimato
of what we could recruit and aduinister officiently. We focl that this progran -
offors rmeh to #Miseissippians, both Negro and white. %The progran, and the staff,
will bo concermed with constructive educational and political activities, not with
bringing viclence and chaos to the state.

The father of one of cur sunmer applicsnts, a Mothodist rinister, wroto the followe
ing staterent, which sumarized our hopes, too: "I sincorely hope that this ven-
ture will bo » » « offoctive in promoting justice and roconciliation in racial

and sectional relstionships,”

We will welecone further inquiries about tho progran, addrcssed to COFO at the above
address. Thank you.

Yours for Froodon Now,

Suner Project Staff _
Council of Fodorated Organisations





