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Austin: lhis is James Austin, field secretary for the SNCC and I am about 

to give a short report from 

hts 

ay the 7th. 

May 7th, 1963 

I left Selma, Alabama, abou t 10 o' clock t o go to Thomaston, llabama. I arr-

ived in Tomaston, Ala. about 11:15. And I went around talking to the older 

people there. And they said that they was very interested in the SNCC pro

gram. And that they had no excuse for being not a registered voter. Lots 

of them said that they ere veterans and they feel that they should be a 

registered voter. One man was very active in the program. His name is 

1r. illie Young. He said he been tryin' to ask himself the question: 

why he is not a registered voter? And he said that t he finds no ans er. 

That he fe .l like it's his job t o be a registered voter. Later on, r. 

Young intorduced me to so e more of his friends who responded he same 

way about the vNCC program. And that night, they were having a concert 

at the Marengo High Training School. ~o, I was on the out ide of school 

talkin' to a bunch of high school kids. And these kids wanted to know 

what ha d taken us so long to come th their ar a. And I think it was 

approximately maybe from 150 to 200 students tha t was g thered around me. 

And they said that they would like to have a SNCC worker to work in their 

area. ~hey said th they would be willing to canvass their whole city. 

Said that they would 11ke for someone to come there and to work along with 

them. 4 hat 1f there's anythin ~ else they can do to help the program out, 
' 

such as s1t-1n de onstrat1ons, boycott and so forth -- which I have a list 

of segregated places there i s in te~m Thompston. Thompston is a very 

small place. I don't think there's no more than maybe, in the town or 

Thompston, there' maybe 4 grocery stores, maybe a post o fioe. No bus 

station; you catch the bus station on the outside or the highway. •hese 

kids said that they now there's not t oo many pla~to go. liut there are 

some places that white go that they doesn't go. And they'd be willing to 



-2-

participate in the e demonstrations. Alot of th kids said that they would 

even like to come into Selma to work. 

I left Thomaston this morning about 1 o'clock, this afternoon that is. 

And went to Uniontown. I also went to the high ecnool 1n Uniontown. alked 

to some kids. nd th y're interested in our program. !hey're interested 

in seeing their county ove out. And I met ~r. oore there. And he said 

that they alreaay hav voter registration clinics out there in Perry County. 

That they have at least 500 or more egroes re 1ster to vote, right now. 

He said that they had maybe 40u to go down in the last 3 months, to get 

registered. And that they have filed affidavits -- sent 'em in already 

for the people. And lots of them hav n't filled them out so far. He said 

that he don't think that it's right to date. ut there's nothin' that we 

could do to help him. And he say: if things get any harder, he'll be 

ore than ladly to ask us to co e into his area. 

I left Uniontown and went pto a little lace we call Dayton, Alabama. 

hich only has two grocery stores. And one of th m is includin' a grocery 

store alon ith the pot office. And I talked to some legro mens there. 

And they was tryin' to find their excuse for not being a registeraa voter. 

And I eft there and carne to a place called awnadale??, &labama. And the 

people there responded the same way. So that's that. 

End Report 
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