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A PROGruud FOR A STAT~NIDE VOTER REGISTRATION 
CAMPAIGN IN MISSISSIPPI 

Submitted by the COUNCIL OF FEDERATED ORGANIZATIONSs 
Dr. Aaron HenrJ Pres1dent, Clarksdale, Miss. 
Atty. carsie Hail, Secretary, Jackson, Miss . 

I. Aill!s end Goals 

A. VC!lting end Economiost 

B. 

We do feel that the bes1o aim of the program should be 
more than the mere registration of the large ma$or1ty of 
Negroes in the state, for there is ~vidence that un1ess 
some degree of economic independence is achieved along 
wtth the ballot, the lot of the majority of the state's 
Negroes will met be greatly improved. 

We feel it v:Hl be J!!J8oessary for the Council., therefore, 
to artioula te the needs of the Negro in the areas o.r 
Labor, Education, Housing, Justioe, and Voting, More 
than articulation is needed, however, and bhe Council. 
will have to lobby for specific programs at ail levels 
of government, through its state office, or its member 
organizations. 

County Organizations: 

Since the fundamental political un1t 1n the state is 
the county unit, one of the goals ·of the _program should 
be the development of leadership at this level to ensure 
an on-going program in voter registration and to press 
for progress at the county level. Looal oond1t1ons 
should determine the hyPe or organization developed at 
this level. 

!I. Organ1~at1on and Scopes 

A. We propose to partition the state 1nte trwenty districts. 
(See attached maps and table.) Each district would be 
manned by a full. time paid field seoi'et&ry. These 1'1el!d 
workera would meet bi-eekl.y in .raokson and other oit1es 
to evalrus.te the program. 

B. Prio;r;-1t1es 1 

Foll.owing the pol1t1oal outline of the 11tate and the con­
centration of Negroes, 1t seems natural to give priority 
to the second, third, and fourth oongress1ona1 districts, 
where the Negroes c~mprise sO%, 66%, and 45%, reapeotively1 
of the population. Cities whore Negroes are free to vote 
w.Lthout fear of eoonom1o reprisals would also receive 
priority. 

c. summer programs 

We envision the use of !OO students to work this summer 
in the rural areas and the tovms where . the adult leader­
ship is unnble, for some reason, to conduct the program, 

These students would live in rural areas br1ng1ng with 
them an educational, political, cultural progrsme We hope 
to inolude white students. 

These students would be recruited across the spring 
semester and all subjected to an intense week-long con• 
ferenoe before · taking the field for the summer. They wou1d 
include specialty groups suoh as gospel. quartets and 
folk danoe tea1lhera who would tttavel ll.Ol'oss the state. 
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The fOllowing zteps may be profit able taken now, even 
before fur~er developments with the directors of the 
S~uth-ide ,programo 

1. The estatil.ishment of a- da-te for · a meet1ng of 
representatives from lh'ban areas to discuss the 
mechaniss and operation of a city voter reg1strat1o~ , 
office. 

~. Organizing regional meetings across the state to 
prepare for the total program- Bob Moses, ·of tho 
S, N.o , c. and dames Bevel ct the s.c.L .C. are avai~ 
able for l eg work in setting up these meeting3~ A 
representative of the executive oomm1ttee of the 
Council should be present at each meet1ngo 

. 
3. A sea~ch began for field workers and students. 

4. The Council shoulJd desigt~Bte p·eraons to sol1cite the 
support and cooperation of mini sters and professional 
people at the local and state levelJ liberal white 
perscne .<hou."..d a :·.:3·1 be 1onta<ll!ed and their assistance 
soli.oi t • .c·.~ 

. . 
IV. Table of proposed working districts : 

District I. Hinds, Madison and Rankin Counties 
Headquarters: Jnckson, !.t1esJss!E.P.i 

Distri o't; 2 ;· 
Headquarters : 

Vlarren, Claiborne, Copinh and Jefferson Counties 
Vicksburg , Mississippi 

Distriot 3t Adoms , Amite, Frnnklin and Wilkinson Counties 
Headquarters : Natchez , Mississippi 

Distriot 4 : Pike, Walthall, Lawrence and L1nool n Counties 
, Headquartersr r.loOomb, Mi a a1ssippi ' 

Distriot 5: Forrest, Marion, LAmar, Perry and Gr een Counties 
Headquarters: Hattiesburg, ·Mi ssissippi 

. 
District 6: Harrison, Penrl River, Hancock, Jackson, George 

nnd Stone Counties 
Headquarters : Gulfport , Miss issippi 

D1str1ot 7: Jones, Jefferson Dnvis, Covittgton, Wayne and 
Simpson Counties 

Headquarters : Laurel , Mississ1pp1 

District B: Lauderdale, Newton Scott, Smi th, Jaspor and 
Clnrke Collllities, 

Headquarters: Meridian, Mississippi 

District 9 : Att ala, Lenke, Nc. shoba nnd Kemper Counties 
Headquarters : ~oiusko , Mississippi 

. D1otr1ot 10: Oktibbeha, Choctaw, Vfinstop, bnd No:xubee Counties 
Readquartors s Starkville, Mississ ippi 

District 11: Lowden a, .Clay, Monroe, Chickasaw, Calhoun and 
Webster Counties 

Headquarters : Columbus , M1dsiss1PP1 

District 12: Lee , Itawamba , T1shmon1ngo, Prentiss, Alcorn 
and Pontotoc Counties 

Headquarters : Tupelo, Mississippi 
' D1str1ot 13: 

He11dqu.orters : 

Dlstriot 14: 
HR ~1qunrtera : 

Marshall, Benton , Tippoh and Un1on Counties 
Holly Springs, Mississippi 

Grenada , Ynllobushn and Layfayette Count1ea 
.Gr!!!..odn , Missi ssippi 
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District 15: VIc ~·J'.<" t,'>1 .• Issaquena, 91\d Sharkey- .;,,,r.tl:n 
Headq,uartera ~ .~::·~~--!"~ 1lle, 'Miss is t~ 1pp!.. 

D1str1ot 16: 
Headquarters · 

.. 
·~z~o. ~um?r~eya and Holmes Counties 

Yazoo Ci·!u:.a 'iiissha1ppi 

District 17: 
Headquo.rters: 

Leflore, Carroll and Montsovorv Counties 
k'illl.~~v(._ -~-P.!1_1'_:!.s 1p~~-

Dtstriot la: . ~oliver, S~nflower and Talla~t~1e Counties 
Headquarters : Cle~land, Mississippi 

District 1.9: 
HeadquartersJ 

Cohoma , Tun in onrl D'lSoto -~oun ties 
Cls:•Y':;;d'\lr. '0: " ::~!-s:r t "i. : 
- --~ .. ~-..J.... • • • --- - • .;; _ . '• 

D1str1at 20. Quitman , Pant•:i.s ar,.l ·r~._,,., •• .-.pus 
Headquarters; .. Marks, Miss~s~~bfi 
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Broskdown on ':.hu ]:I'd Congressional District 

Note: If tho redistricting plan now boforo tho Mississip?i ls­
gislaturo gorss into effoct, it ·Hill create a third Con­
gressional district in tho South-west corner of Missis ­
sipT.Ii, '~ith o lovsn count ios , with o white voting ago 
popul~tion of 117,122 and a Negro voting ago population 
ot. 78,452 . 

I . Stat1stics: Voting ago P2.~Pu~l~a~t~.i~o~,n~---------------------------

County 

Ado.ms 

Amite 

Claiborne 

Copish 

Franklin 

Hinds 

Jefferson 

Whito 
~ NO. 

10,868 9,340 

4.449 3,560 

1,688 3,969 

8 ,153 6,407 

3,403 1,842 

67 1 fl36 361148 

1,666 3,540 

nonwhJ.te 
NO • re gill t-e::r::e:-.;d;-·-;;;!r--r-=-e-g-. ---~%;;r-o-r::-:c=-oun--,_ty 

l,0$0 

l 

138 

20 

146 

5,000 

0 

11. 2 

.03 

3 . 5 

. 31 

7.9 

13. 8 

.o 

46.2 

44 .4 

70 .2 

44.0 
.35.1 

34.8 

62 , 8 

Lincoln statistic~ not available 

Pike 

Walthall 

Wilkinson 

Total : 

12 , 163 6,CJ36 

4 , 536 2,490 

2,340 !LJ.20 

117.122 78,1+52 

Analysis of ststistios: 

207 

0 

110 

6,672 

;Lo 
.0 

...b1 
40 . 0 

36 . 3 

35. 4 

~ 
3.0 

There are two counties in the district , Hinds ond Adams, in 
which llegrc·es may vote wi tmut fear of economic reprisals 
and T.lhysical violence, and may register if they persist 1n 
the1r efforts. 

Analysis of the above atatistice reveal that these two 
counties have a total of 45,488 Negroes o:f voting >:ge, or 
57'/. of all the Negroes llrd 38~ of all thll people oJ' voting 
ere in the rlistrict . Ir we launched e program which suc­
cessfully reRistered 60'',, or 27,292 ot these people , we 
wculd have 23( or tbs voting a"'e population in the district 
on the books. 

Wurtber, these are areas of increasing populntion and will 
become More important as th~ yeurs pass: Hinds county tn­
croosed its T.lopulation by :n . 6~ &no J1,1clcson, the county 
seat and state capital , l..:y ~~ .O',,, in -.; h~:~ years 195"0-1960. 
Ado.tns co1mtJ &xperienc-,d u :.1 . 0 inc;.'oJ;H .. ond (.atch&?o , its 
county seat, a 4.6~ inc.ract!lo, in t.hesa sarn3 years. (of, 
"United States Cens-.s Populstion , 1960) 

II , Proposed Indus trial Basin. 

The new four lane tb=u-way "'rom •1 e1~ CJrleana to Ohicago Hill 
parallel high.way 51 through ~he south-west portion of JUasiasippi. 
Several small cities alvng this highvray deserve separate attent;l.on 
Crystal Springs, Hazelhul'st, Brookhaven and }JcComb, TheJ are all 
increasing their population 1n an Sl·ea which is otherwise de­
creasing. They re~lect the Southwide trend of ~ovement from 
rural to urban areas, il!:d a1"8 located in a basin designed for ex-
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tensive industl•i!J! oxp.:J I'\Slon. 

Statistics: 

C 1.ty Populati(ln 

Crystal Springs 4,496 

Hazolhurst 3,400 

Brookhaven 9, 885 

McComb 12,020 

':\( increase 
•5o - •6o 

22 .3 

0 . 1 

26 .7 

15 . 6 

~ non-white 

J/j.6 

51.6 

37.4 

28 .4 

' 

In the'se cities ond counties (Copioh, Lincoln and Pike), 
local leadership will probably not lend their name in public to 
a voting program though they will :PUSh it in the Negro col'lli!IUn1ty 
by word oi' mouth and through the ohurchos . Tho publicity and 
projection of tho progrmll should be carefully ~1orked out with 
those Loaders. 

We anticipate in those nroos covert wbito resistance, taking 
tho form of economic reprisals and wtrl.spor campaigns . It is not 
likely that physical violence will erupt over voting in those 
counties . (Note: Tl-tia ie so, oven though o mori was shot aril 
killed on tbo courthouse lawn of ~rookhaven a raw years ago in 
a caso connected in the people's mint'ls 1dth voting, Recently, 
howovor, several people have hoon registered in Brookhaven and 
the registrar woe not hostile, nor was thoro any other trouble). 

We hove crntacts in two of' those cities , lo!cComb and Brook­
hoven, who nro interested in voting registration drives and l-Ie ­
Comb is ready to receive o group of student and adult workers. 
'·1o hope to make B\tfficicnt p;roparations across the sprin& t;o 
enable similar groups to work in \rookhovon, Hazelhurst end 
Crystal Springs , 

III. The remaining counties, Woli;ball, k ito , Wilkinson, 
Franklin, Jeffor son end C lei borne arc rural, wit bout any urban 
areas ot all . Tho ohiof institution in tho rural community in 
whloh we may .find loado.l;'ebip and sup>:~ort will bo tho Church, 
Tho obiof loaders, howovor, will not bo [ministers , stnce , in moat 
casos, thoy do not live in tho ool'll.' •unity and only offer service 
once a month, thoir activo support is, howuvor, indispensable . 

I 
In thoeo oroos any sustained votfhi drive ouccosaful in 

getting 1;ogroos to ottompt to rogiator, is likoly to 09 marked 
by physical violence, os wo11 os economic reprisals . lt is 
those areas of Mississippi whicb arc accurately described by tho 
following section of a roport on voting issuod oy tho Southern 
Roginol Conforonoo: 

All forma of violonoo , intimidation , and discrimination 
I'tlportod !'rom otbor stotos ;Joro fo1md hero . lfuoro othor 
sections usually rely on ono or two moans of limiting Nogro 
rogiatr~tion, Mississippi, homo oi' tho V/hi.tc Ci tizens 
Council, apparently uses them oll . As o rosult, tho state 
which bas tho hishost pur cont ago of Nogroo s in tho country 
has tho lowest porco~togo r egistere d . 

It 1s in those Ol'O'lS th:Jt tho QU•Jstions of accompanying 
persons to tho ro~;ist>:-ru.- · a o"f.:.c a l!nd continuing a dri .. n i :: ~ho 
faco of terrific tcnsio~ tuilt by ••t.!.tv r esistance and t ~·oats 
and acta or viol<mco, s hould b e. cor;,fully t 1'll'F.lsho d out . 

Wo havo modo cont.!lc ~s in ovury rural county , QXoopt 
Wilkinson and Franklin. 

Wo hove started cl~ssos in Atito, Clniborno & Joffo~son 
and llnticipotc us ~.ng tho sp::oing to ostab]ish porsbnal c:c rtoct 
in tho com.rn1u~J Uoo; ar.d l cc at e ar'lo'l whoro students w!.ll bo o'blo 
t o livo du-:- i r._r" p'T:·"; c f •.:n s ...nrr,ar &. cond~tot votor r egistration 
c l oss.,s . 


