
VIOLENCE FOLLOWS THE 
FREEDOM RIDERS IN ALABAMA 

On May 4, two groups of bi-racial "Freedom 
Riders" boarded regularly scheduled 
Greyhound and Trailways buses in 
Washington, D. C. Under the sponsorship of 
the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 
their purpose was to test desegregation at 
bus stations in the Deep South. The buses 
crossed into Alabama on May 14 to be 
greeted by terror and violence. 

At Anniston, Alabama, the Greyhound 
bus station was closed, but a restless crowd 
of about 200 milled outside the depot. 
When the Greyhound carrying the "Freedom 
Riders" pulled in, the crowd turned into a 
mob. Rocks were hurled, windows smashed. 
When the bus managed to pull out, it was 
followed by a long line of automobiles. 
A slashed tire forced the bus to stop six miles 
outside of Anniston. The trailing convoy 
also stopped, and the mob grouped around 
the bus. More windows were broken, and a 
bomb was hurled through one of them. 
Smoke and flames forced the passengers to 
leave before the bus was destroyed by fire. 
Ten persons were taken to a hospital 
to be treated for smoke inhalation. 
As of this writing, CORE Field Secretary, 
Genevieve Hughes, is still hospitalized 
in Washington, D. C. 
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CORE 

The impressive 
demonstrations at the two 

New York bus terminals 
were spearheaded by 

thousands of New York 
students and Union 
members. As of this 

writing, there are similar 
demonstrations in 33 

United States cities 
protesting the continued 

segregation of bus and 
terminal facilities 

in defiance of Supreme 
Court rulings. 
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