
Sffif.Y..!En HONORS COLLRGE 

P:r>oposed Course Offering submit t ed by Willard Csrp.enter, Poli t, Sci. Dept. 

Titl e: Social Change in t he South 

Credit : Three hours 
e) as Independent Study in one of the soc ia l sciences depending 

uuon the focus of each student ~ s research, or 
b) as a new ccul'Se liflting under Socia l Science itself , or 
c) as Honers in one of the social sciences. 

Si§nificsnce sod Pu~ose: A major readjustment of values and patterns 
o. action Is occur ng in t he Unit4d States in the eree of human 
dignity. The process of change itself is most dramatically visible now 
in t he South. An ideal laborstol'y situation is thus presented for 
undergraduate students to engage in research and to eva l uate conflict 
situati ons i n whi ch the dilemma of ethica l c hoice cannot be avoided. 

As msny of our students will occupy leedership roles i n their own 
communiths tn coming years, it is most imoo:r.otent thBt they understand 
the vita 1 imoort of the issue_!! inYo.l!Le<i-in ~be ci-vil rights revolution .. 
At the presen t time owo conflict is not pre<Jent in most not•thern 
communities , but there seems little doubt that in a few years at the 
most the deDl!lnd for equa lity wil l require us slso to m8ke some "Ci:'lJoial 
decisions . A few of our students in critical !)laces in t he v:bite 
community at the right time rnlly make all the difference bet'VIeen en 
amicable sol ution and bitter conflict, 

Proposed .Out line: Prepel."atory work in the ).ate sprillg and early summer; 
a month of research in the field at tba end of the summer; papers dU6 
s hortly after the fall semester begins. 

Schedule : 

--Late spring : Several discussi ons will be held with students selected 
ftlr the course. Meche nics of the trip will be planned, 
and group and indill'idual bibliographies prepar ed,- A 
choice as to definite ares or research, if not specific 
topic , should be made at this time . 

-=Early summer : Individua l reading and pl anning. 

--July 25 (Saturday) : Seminar on campus with each student responsible 
for lead1ng the discussion on his particular asoect 
of the study. -

-~August 1: Eaoh studentQ a res earch deslgn must be l'lla i led to me by 
this data _ In the case of coouerative reses:roh projects 
by two or more students , the division of wox•k must be 
clearly indicated. Research designs will be either 
s poroved or N lturned for revision, 

Bruce_Hartford
Typewritten Text
[Undated, probably before 1964. College unidentified, probably one of 
the Atlanta University Center HBCUs]



=~August 16 t o September 16: Qroup will headquarters i n Atlanta . 
-studeota will pursue their own research. 
- Grou p s emjners will be held with disousai on leaderv 

!"eoresenting ell intel:'eats in the South. 
- rt is oossible that sevel:'el civil rights organizations will 
organize special weekend cotlfe:renoes fo1• us , PI'of . HoV>ard Z1nn3 
an advisor to t he Student Nonviolent Cool:'dinsting Committee, 
has already expressed an interest in aiding us . 

- =October 1: Papers due . 

Research Topics: The follow ' ng have been suggested by students who 
have expressed an interest in participating in tbia project if it is 
made a part of the SummeX' Honol:'s College. 

--Pressure group ooerations 
- -Mass movements 
- · Implementation of the 1960 Civil Rights Bill 
--Reaction of the white community (dlrferential reactions !'rom white 

workers, businessmen, religious leaders, etc . ) 
--Attitudes expressed by various white groups ( tow~rd law and order, 

brotherhood values, eto . ) 
-~Economic issues as part of the civil rights protest 
--Study oi' the Atlanta district s ..-bi ch elected 1.1 Negro state legislator 

and a liberal white Congressman. 
- - Reaction and expeotat~ons_pf the_~~o~ity 

Additiona l value t o t he College : It bas been suggested that the better 
papers may be millie ogl"a ohed a i'iC1 used a a a bas i!i .r or study in severs 1 
classes on the campus sucb as Ame l:' ioan Government , ~inorities , 
Intl'oductory Sociolog;y-, Social Psy-chology, end Pol1t1cal Parties. 

In addition , the students mentioned above have indicated a willingness 
to discuss their research end reactions with olaases , campus clubs, 
11nd community organizations ,. 

Living mechanics: Trip will be in private oars. Enrollment will be 
f i mited to six students if I am the only adult on the trip; to ten 
students if my wife aocompaniaa us; to 12 to 14 students if another 
adult couple particioates. 

studehts will be reap~nsible for their own living expenses. Some have 
exuresaed an interest in a coooerstive cooking arrangement to cut costs. 
If possible we will secure housing through religious or alumni contacts . 
or possibly through Professor Zinn on the Spelman campus. 




