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January 7, 2020 

 
 
 
Dear John, 

 
This personal note comes from the many of us who are Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC) veterans to express our deep concern upon learning of your recently-diagnosed 
illness. We also want you to know that you can lean on us, however you need to, as you move through the 
difficult struggle ahead. 

 
We are thinking of you at this hour and reflecting on our long and deep connection.  You 

represent a mid-20th century cohort of young people who joined SNCC and who decided -- as you 
challenge young people today -- to “get in the way”  of Jim Crow and the denial of human rights through 
protests such as sit-ins, freedom rides, and campaigns for voting rights, as we did from Jackson, MS to 
Selma, AL. The memories we have of our “band of brothers and sisters in a circle of trust” have long 
energized our efforts to teach the Movement in ways that are useful today, when much of what we fought 
for and won is under assault. There has hardly been a stronger and more consistent voice in Congress 
when it comes to advocating and defending the least of us in this country.  We who believe in freedom, 
cannot rest. 

 
You have accomplished much over the last 60 years, fueled by the spirit of the Movement that 

shaped the country and us. We have been with you then, and we are with you now. 
 
Your fellow SNCC staff, 

Emmie Schrader Adams  
Dorothy Dewberry Aldridge 
Isaac Allen 
Fred Anderson 
Annie Pearl Avery 
John Battiste  
Betty Winston Baye  
Frances M. Beal 
David Bell 
Freddie Greene Biddle 
Willie Blue 
James Bond 
Reber F. Boult 
Barbara Brandt 
Ron Bridgeforth 
Mary Britting 
Danny Brown  
Donald E. Brown 
Joyce Brown  
Luvaghn Brown 
Wilson Brown  
Catherin Burks-Brooks 
Margaret Burnham 
Catherine Cade 
Ruth Howard Chambers 
Oscar Chase 
John Churchville 
Colia L. Clark 
John Clarke 
Charles Cobb 
Isaac Coleman 
Shirley Wright Cooks 
MacArthur Cotton 
Courtland Cox 
M. Phyllis Cunningham  
Connie Curry 
Peter de Lissovoy 
Theresa DelPozzo 
Jerry DeMuth 
Doris A. Derby 
Dion Diamond 
Joel Dressler 
Arlene Dunn 
Theresa El-Amin 
John Else 
Stuart Ewen 

Bettie Mae Fikes 
Bob Fletcher 
Laura Foner 
Larry C. Fox  
Hardy Frye 
Bob Fullilove 
Warren Galloway 
Marshall Ganz 
Betty Garman Robinson 
Jimmy Garrett 
Joanne Gavin 
Mary Sue Gellatly Short 
Miriam Cohen Glickman 
Janice Goodman 
Robin Gregory  
Ira Grupper 
Ed Hamlett 
William W. Hansen  
John Hardy 
Don Harris 
Emory Harris 
Rutha Harris 
David R. Hawk 
Sandra Casey Hayden  
Janet Heinritz-Canterbury 
Margaret Lauren Herring 
Marji Holeman 
Faith S. Holsaert 
Gloria House 
Karen House 
Stuart House 
Philip Hutchings 
Beni Ivey 
Mae Jackson 
Timothy Jenkins 
Jeanne Breaker Johnson 
Eric P. Jones 
James Jones 
Marshall Jones 
Mary Elizabeth King 
Sharlene Kranz 
Elissa Krauss 
Dorie Ladner 
Joyce Ladner 
Jennifer Lawson 
William H. Light 

Worth W. Long  
Lorne Cress Love 
Millard "Tex" Lowe 
Marilyn Lowen 
Staughton Lynd 
Danny Lyon 
Sam Mahone 
Larry Mamiya 
Fred Mangrum 
Joann Mants 
Betita Martinez 
Charles McLaurin 
Ernest McMillan 
Carole E. Merritt 
Mike Miller 
Bill Minter 
James Monsonis 
Lenore Greenburg Monsonis 
Bob Moore 
Howard Moore 
Jesse T. Morris 
Janet Jemmott Moses 
Robert P. Moses 
Ed Nakawatase 
Diane Nash 
Carver Neblett 
Charles Neblett 
Martha P. Noonan 
Efia Nwangaza 
Karen Olson 
Barbara Jones Omolade 
Mary Lovelace O'Neal 
Nan Grogan Orrock 
Wendell Paris 
Penny Patch 
Bruce Payne 
Bill Perlman 
Julia Poussaint 
Peggy Dammond Preacely 
Joni Rabinowitz 
Judy Richardson 
Mukasa (Willie) Ricks 
Reggie Robinson 
Stuart Rockoff 
James Rogers 
Carol Rogoff Hallstrom 

Constancia Romilly 
Larry Rubin 
Fannie T. Rushing 
Brian Rybolt 
Nancy Samstein 
Michael Sayer 
Simuel Schutz 
Cleve Sellers 
Charles M. Sherrod 
Gwendolyn Zoharah 
Simmons 
Michael Simmons 
Janet Simon  
Euvester Simpson 
Doug Smith 
Frank Smith 
Karen Edmonds Spellman 
Nancy Stearns 
Mark Suckle 
Lafayette Surney  
Robert “Bobby” Talbert  
Ekwueme Mike Thelwell 
Joseph Tieger 
Muriel Tillinghast 
John P. Tillman 
Walter Tillow 
Brenda Travis 
Maria Varela 
Hollis Watkins, Sr. 
Claude Weaver 
Gren Whitman 
Dwight Williams 
Leah Wise 
Michael F. Wright 
Roberta Yancy 
Jean Smith Young 
Dorothy Zellner 
Robert “Bob” Zellner  
Mitchell Zimmerman 
Baba Zulu
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