SCLC & Me

Southern Christian Leadership Conference by Terry V Howard 11/25/2021

Springfield Community Center,

TALIAFERRO COUNTY GEORGIA




1965 ACCUSED OF “CAUSING TROUBLE IN
THE COMMUNITY: & REGISTERING Blacks to
vote instead of teaching them to read and
write.” The contracts are not renewed for: Dr.
Evan Harris, his wife Ann, Calvin Turner, his
wife Florence, Geletha McRae, and Henry
Eaton.



Led by Calvin Turner
and Willie Bolden the
students along with
SCOPE participants
march...




...and sing, and motivate

(downtown Crawfordville, Georgia in front of the
Courthouse)




Student leader, Frank Bates would write a
book about his experience-From Level Hill to
Capitol Hill. Candace Weber, and Judith Van
Allen of Berkley California SCOPE
participants

Frank Bates 1947-2017

Bob Turner, Judith Van Allen & Frank



From Friendship Baptist
Church to the Court
house.

Black Businesses

Crawfordville
Courthouse




2 April 1968 “tribute to Martn Luther King Jr.” Program featured: Mrs. Dorothy F. Cotton, Rev. Oscar McCloud, Randolph T. Blackwell, OEO
officers, & Rev. Ralph D Abernathy.

Open House (Crawfordville Enterprise 3rd building) Father Joseph Cooney and Miss Dorothy Height.

Board of Directors: Robert Billingsley, Calvin Turner, Mrs, Mabel Heath, Mrs. Mary Emma Barcus, Randolph T Blackwell, Joseph Morris Turny
Curry Van Bible, Rev. Oscar MicCloud, Jesse Andrews. (held at Friendship Baptist Church, Crawfordville)

PROGRAM

Freedom Sing Mrs, Dorothy F. Cotton, Fducational Director
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Invocation The Rev. Oscar McCloud
Crawfordville Enterprises Board of Directors

Emancipation Proclamation Crawfordville Youth Speech Choir

“Why Was a Martiny  Born” Mrs, Dorothy F. Cotton

“Rural Development -« Coalition” Randolph T. Blackwell, Director
Southern Rural Action Project

Rural Development A Coalition

Responses:

Government Philip Weightman, Office of Fconomic
Opportunity

Jacob Henderson, FEconomic Development

Administration

Norman Kurland, Citizens Crusade Against
Poverty

Private Agencies

Business George Small, Shirley of Atlanta

Foundation

Robert Billingsely, Chairman
Crawfordville Enterprise Board of Directors

Greetings and Introductions
“The House I Live In"” Crawfordville Youth Choir

Address You Can Kill the Dreamer but Not the Dream
The Rev. Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy, President
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Announcements

Benediction The Rev. Edward Thomas

OPEN HOUSE

New Crawfordville Enterprises Sewing Plant 3:00 p.m.

“Faith of QOur Fathers”, a traditional hymn Assembly

1. Faith of our fathers! living still
In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword,
O how our hearts beat high with joy
Whene'er we hear that glorious word!
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!

We will be true to thee till death.

2. Faith of our fathers! we will strive
T'o win all nations unto thee,
And through the truth that comes from God
Mankind shall then be truly free:
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!

We will be true to thee till death.

. Faith of our fathers! we will love
Both friend and foe in all our strife,
And preach thee, too, as love knows how
By kindly words and virtuous life:
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death.
Prayer of Dedication Father Joseph Cooney
Ribbon Cutting and Address Miss Dorothy Height, President
National Council of Negro Women

Tour of the New Plant

Refreshments

CRAWFORDVILLE ENTERPRISES

Crawferdville Enterprises celebrates its first anniversary as a com-
munity corporation at this annua! ebservance by Taliaferre County of the
Emancipation Preclamation. Today Crawfordville Enterprises will cut the
ribbon efficially epening the third of its people-owned faatories, the first
building'to go in its 60-acre induslr}l and residential development tract,

It has been said many times by many different ndividuals that
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamatiomffreed Negro pcople legally but that it
did not free them economically. It is filling that we can at thi¢ eccasion cele-
brate the beginning of our economic freedom. Today our production program
projects an annual payrell for nearly 100 persops of close to gae half million
dollars and is the largest in our counfy. We are on our way to meaningful
determination of our personal, family ‘and community prerogatives.

»

Today we memorialize him whe gave his life so we could be “free at

last™.

CRAWFORDVILLE ENTERPRISES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert Bil]in’slcy. Chairman
Calvin Turner
Mrs. Magbel Heath
Mrs. Mary Emma Barcus
Randolph T. Blackwell
Joseph Morris Turner
Curry Man Bible
The Rev. Oscar McCloud

Jess¢ Andtews

“Poor people's lives are disrupted and dislocated every day, We want
10 put a stop to this. Poverty, racism and discrimination cause families
to be kept apart, men to become desperate, women to live in fear, and
children to starve.”

MarriN Lutner Kine Jr.
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ff
most old people that participate live out in

Springfleld Community, out where the center is.
Everybody out there is ready to fight for freedom.”

Oral history interview with Frank Bates, African-American, male, L.ocal SCLC,
0270, Crawfordsville, Georgia. 0270 - Project South - Spotlight at Stanford

Joe Turner


https://exhibits.stanford.edu/project-south/catalog/qv355ys8105?fbclid=IwAR2ImqwvNaQtolwwg7_VTxlNZXVtdOauYdA8tsENQJqUdqaNLXICoSZ6lfw
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Freed KKKers
Attack Negro

CRAWFORDVILLE, Ga. (P —|safety, said the Negro youth
I Two Ku Kilux Klansmen tried bxd a firecracker in his posses-
and acquitted in the slaying sion
Jast year of a Was! on Negro, MYERS AND Sims were ‘@
educator tried to attack a Negro| charged with murder of Lemuel ¥
* photographer erday during|Penn last year and later acquit- v
7 a two-mile civii s march to/ted. The Negro educator was
a Negro church shot while driving through
Cecil Myers and John Howard G°Orgia on the return to Wash-
Sims broke past two state KON from summer camp at
troopers as an estimated 100 .. Benning, Ga. rd Klans-
archars approached the church, f1a0, James Lackey, was ar-
where demonstrators have been, T Sted but never brought to trial.
meeting for al weeks The incident on the return
march from the courthouse oc-
Rf:“ “)"q“"‘;‘;mé:‘;’b;dmsm,; ;::rm\i_esomedlmurs ul'.er nlurly
% “Negro emonstrators
chased the photographer, Brig swarmed into the Crawfordville
Cabe, who works for the South-| Negro school and sat in the hall-
;:‘r_\ 1((‘:-rmim Leadership Con-|way: nging and clapping.
cace. State troopers removed Ed-
< ward Bedford of the Southern
USRS MADE & dvine unge Chrian Lesderaip Conferenc,
pround. Troopers quickly ‘ulled the orgaizatisn: hesded Shy Or,
th two apart. q M“;”P ¢ Martin Luther King Jr. which is
charged with assault and late “"T',‘""l”‘ the ""("r,""‘,"':,“’:"“‘”
he protest started en a
e o 00 bond posted BY e yvhite pupils in Taliaferro
Bims wan' guestioned and re-|C0n transferred to surround-
leased and then threatened to it g - S
take a camera from another
photographer. But a state “FL'?ANK BALES,
trooper intervened and Sims
walked
Cabe
session
against the law in on
AR iRl an e _‘“d Lt. Co \h “Bedford, 22, and Bates, 17,
B. Harbin, deputy director of the o o arrested. Bates was sitting
Rt dapare of _PUblic on the floor at the time, and a

trooper pulled him to his feet. '
The demonstrators returned to s ;
FAST REllEF their church headquarters where AP Wirephoto
: Bolden of SCLC charged

FOR FEVER AND had been police brutality

s menied St Acquitted of Killing, Klansman Strikes
PA'N OF GOLDS :,E::ﬁﬁ:iguﬁﬁfﬁ;"?ﬂﬁv anw?oanuLE. Ga.—Cecil Myerlga,black shirt member of the Ku Klux Klan,

Fastest, strongest relief you can | “This is what you call a legalized charges Brig Cabe, Negro SCLC photographer, in a scuffle after Myers and a compan-
get without a prescription. Ku Klux Klan," he said. ion followed a group of Negroes from a Courthouse demonstration. (Related picture on
About 60 troopers are in Craw-
fordville. R
On the march back to the|
pockst BIMNIIH  church Myers and Sims at Brassy Theft
tempted to get at the N_.grow |
i photographer. Troopers quickly| u OnVIC e | SAVANNAH, Ga. P Police
t Ca in a car and took him| think thieves who raided a sal-
| road and let him out. vage yard have a lot of brass.

another
worker, told the demon- |
strators the state troopers
wanted |h-m 1o leave. “Do you
asked.

the group

Many residents were assaulted and arrested, but SCLC photographer Brig Cabe was attacked by recently
released KKK member, Cecil Myers. (I was 8 years old when the protest began but | recall Brig Cabe tucking me

and my brother in bed. He came back many years later to visit. He is pictured here with my grandparents,
Matthew and Ophelia Bowman.



BLACKS HELP THEMSELVES

| | Head Start, SCOPE, and

- Crawtfordville Enterprise
£y
« CEP trained workers Calvin Turner (1932-
2007), with Robert "Bo-Jim"” Billingsley
(1924-2020), Loraine E Bowman (1933-
1985).
: : - Top leftis the Ebony Magazine (1975)
gl A' article featuring Randolph T. Blackwell;

insert are the workers at the sewing plant
in the Springfield Community, which
started in the Log Cabin.







Adult volunteers, Nun, Ms. King, Florence Turmer, with
Head Start children, Judy Van Allen and Loraine Howard
with children at A.H. Stephens State Park.

Background: Springfield Baptist Church



The children names are
still on the cubby in the
Log Cabin.




Florence Thomas Turner,
(1934-2005) educator
and director of the head
start and Daycare
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Two federal court cases resulted from the school protests. In Turner v. Goolsby, the court ruled
that it was illegal to use public funds to bus white students to adjoining counties, while refusing to
bus black students.

The U.S. Supreme Court case Turner v. Fouche argued October 20, 1966, and decided January 19,
1970, changed the method used for selecting jurors and, subsequently, school board members.

Unanimous decision for Turner. Majority
opinion by Potter Steward.

Justice Burger, Black, Douglas, Harlan,
Brennan, Stewart, White, and Thurgood
Marshall.

Article on Voting in Taliaferro County, mentions Dr.
Kings and assistant Andrew Young visit.



https://www.oyez.org/cases/1969/23?fbclid=IwAR0YRxYDEaTMIgMeBRBfXnBLmeohssbI9GeYUHcVQc7A3DJoMFrw14gKzFg
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/255/724/1818109/#:~:text=Turner%20v.%20Goolsby%2C%20255%20F.%20Supp.%20724%20%28S.D.,Supp.%20724%20%28S.D.%20Ga.%201966%29%20May%2020%2C%201966

In the spirit of the season. I .
want to thank you for

viewing and wish you a

Merry Christmas and

Happy new year.

A HETSon J/-bZ?.e

'4 FrETE O/ fflwe,
" Aud Hie éovdnmmswé

Shall be apon Air JAu/o/rﬂJ
oo On wvie /ezx//)vs Fo o

[’:I [ “'_, " A Hrince /-/2&::5 ”

"' » f \-/:/, “74-!, Love a~¢/~2m:
ks ) " o /w e d//% Il(m/c/
~7An d,.,a/ A:'/mj/cﬁ'asm.

% /4%w \-%AIG ;(Ii//



https://www.springfieldcommunityinc.com/

Springfield Community Center, . Terry Howard-CEO
Inc board with Georgia Trust

Historic Preservation group after
winning the Places in Perils, 2019

« Michael Bowman- Chairman of the
Board

- Geoffrey Turner-Vice Chair (not
pictured)

« Aaron Bowman Sr. -Treasurer

- Wyleena Harris-secretary

« Merolyn Stewart McGadney

- George Turner Sr. (not pictured)

- George Atkinson




