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THE EXHIBITION

This Light of Ours: Activist Photogra-
phers of the Civil Rights Movement is
a paradigm-shifting exhibition that
presents the Civil Rights Movement
through the work and voices of eight
activist photographers—men and
women who chose to document

the national struggle against segregation
and other forms of race-based disen-
franchisement from within the
movement.

Unlike images produced by photojour-
nalists, who covered breaking news
events for major magazines and
newspapers, these photographers lived
within the moverment — primarily within
the SNCC framework—and documented
its activities by focusing on the local
people and former student activists who
together made it happen.

The core of the exhibition is a selection
of 160 black-and white photographs,
representing the combined work of
photographers Bob Adelman, George
Ballis, Bob Fitch, Bob Fletcher, Matt
Herron, Maria Varela, and Tamio
Wakayama. The images are grouped
around five major themes and are
supported by didactic text, photo
captions, and a selection of movement
artifacts that together convey SNCC’s
organizational development, impact on
the national consciousness, and usage
of images to present critical messages.

Bogailusa, Louisiana, Matt Herron, 1965
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AUDIO GUIDES

Photographers’ eye-witness accounts
of life inside the movement —their
descriptions of how and why photo-
graphs were taken, what impact images
had, and their personal revelations of
the movement'’s impact on their own
lives — will be incorporated into audio
guides prepared for adults and children.

EXHIBIT FILM

A thirty-minute exhibit film, directed by
award winning documentary filmmaker
Rick Tejada-Flores, also is planned.

The film will focus on photographers’
post-movement social-political directions
to convey the movement's long-term
legacies.

A CENTRAL AIM

A central aim of this exhibition is to
enlarge our collective understanding of
the Civil Rights Movement through the
rediscovery and reexamination of the
methods and development of SNCC
during the years 1963-1966. As historian
Charles Payne explains, understanding
these methods offers a “different sense”
of the southern freedom struggle by
providing “a greater emphasis on the
long-term development of leadership

in ordinary men and women.”

Sickses |, Missiesine, Nt leras 1687
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CONSULTING SCHOLARS

Clayborne Carson is director of the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and
Education Institute at Stanford University.

Emilye Crosby is a professor in the
Department of History at State University of
New York at Geneseo.

John Dittmer is Professor Emeritus of
History at DePauw University, Greencastle,
Indiana.

Wesley Hogan is Associate Professor
of History at Virginia State University.

Hasan K. Jeffries is an Associate
Professor in the Department of History
at Ohio State University.

Charles M. Payne is the Frank P. Hixon
Professor in the School of Social Service
Administration at the University of Chicago.
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Birmingham, Alabama, Bob Fitch, 1865



	~LWF0001
	~LWF0002
	~LWF0003
	~LWF0004
	~LWF0005
	~LWF0006

